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US TikTok ban won't
aftect S’pore users in

the short term:

Sherlyn Sim

Popular short-video app TikTok
might face being banned in the US
after President Joe Biden on April
24 signed a Bill that will force its
Chinese parent firm ByteDance to
sell the social media platform.

The app would be banned in the
United States if ByteDance fails to
do so.

TikTok, which has 170 million us-
ers in the US at stake, has said it
would challenge the ban in court.

ST spoke to communications and
political science experts to find out
how the ban will affect users both
in Singapore and abroad, and
whether other countries will also
consider a similar ban on the social
media app.

Q How will the US ban on TikTok
affect users in Singapore and
globally?

An the short term, TikTok users in
Singapore will not be significantly
impacted, said Dr Tracy Loh, a se-
nior lecturer at the Singapore Man-
agement University.

Should the ban take effect, Tik-
Tok will be removed from Apple’s
and Google’s app stores in the US,
so new users would not be able to
download it.

Existing TikTok users would still
be able to use the app but would
miss updates, security patches and
bug fixes.

But this could mean US content
creators might put out less content
on TikTok or migrate to another
platform, said Dr Loh, who special-
ises in social media campaign
strategies.

This could push TikTok users
here and abroad to move to those
alternatives, such as Instagram
Reels and YouTube Shorts.

Businesses dependent on the US
market for sales might also be af-
fected, Dr Loh said, adding that
TikTok videos often direct viewers
to the websites of such businesses.

Q If I visit America on holiday, can
I still use TikTok?

A Even if visitors to the US cannot
download TikTok from the Google
and Apple app stores, there are
workarounds to access TikTok,
said Singapore University of Social
Sciences’ (SUSS) Associate Profes-
sor Brian Lee.

One way is through virtual pri-
vate network (VPN) apps, but this
could violate TikTok’s terms of ser-
vice, he added. A VPN service al-
lows users to disguise the location
of their devices.

Another way to access TikTok is
to install a SIM card which is not
registered in the US into a phone,
said Prof Lee.

Q Will other countries ban TikTok
as well?

A A “domino effect” might follow
with other countries, especially
those allied with the US, to poten-
tially ban the social media applica-
tion, said Prof Lee, who is head of
SUSS’ communication programme.

It could prompt other countries
to study how TikTok would com-
promise data privacy and national
security, and to what extent, he
added.

He noted that several countries
including India and Nepal had
banned TikTok before the US Bill.

India banned 59 Chinese mobile
apps, including TikTok, over na-
tional security and privacy con-
cerns in 2020.

“Even though both ByteDance
and the China government have
denied such (security) claims, it is
likely that those countries that
have banned or temporarily
banned TikTok or other Chinese

Source: The Straits Times @ Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction

xpert

askST

you ask. we answe

If you have a question, e-mail
us at askst@sph.com.sg

apps previously will impose stric-
ter rules on TikTok if the US bans
TikTok eventually,” Prof Lee said.

That said, not all states will fol-
low the US’ footsteps.

National University of Singapore
associate professor of political sci-
ence Chong Ja lan said: “It is a mat-
ter for each individual state as they
assess their own security risks,
need to protect citizens’ privacy,
and data protection considera-
tions.”

Q Why does the US want to ban
TikTok?

A The new law comes amid a four-
year battle over TikTok between
the US and China.

Widespread fear that TikTok
might share the data of its US users
with the Chinese government led
the US Senate on April 23 to vote in
favour of the TikTok Bill.

US Senator Marco Rubio, a top
Republican on the Intelligence
Committee, said: “For years, we’ve
allowed the Chinese Communist
Party to control one of the most
popular apps in America. That was
dangerously short-sighted.”

In response, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry condemned the legisla-
tion, adding that “though the US
has never found any evidence of
TikTok posing a threat to the US’
national security, it has never
stopped going after TikTok”.

Q How did TikTok respond to the
Bill?

A ByteDance now has to sell Tik-
Tok within the next nine months.

The social media giant has said it
would challenge the move in court.

If TikTok receives a preliminary
injunction from the court, the
forced sale process is paused. This
would provide TikTok more time to
operate freely in the US.

In a TikTok video on April 24,
chief executive Chew Shou Zi said
the social media app will continue
to operate.

He said: “Rest assured - we
aren’t going anywhere. We are con-
fident and we will keep fighting for
your rights in the courts.”

ssherlyn@sph.com.sg

Should the ban take
effect, TikTok will be
removed from Apple’s and
Google's app stores in the
US, so new users would
not be able to download it.
Existing TikTok users
would still be able to use
the app but would miss
updates, security patches
and bug fixes. But this
could mean US content
creators might put out
less content on TikTok or
migrate to another
platform, said Dr Tracy
Loh, who specialises in
social media campaign
strategies.



