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Headline: From tennis coach to shoemaker

In a family of doctors, 32-year-old
Joshua Leong stands out - he was
atenniscoach for12years, before
becoming what his family calls“a
shoedoctor”.

“Ilwas always interested in leather
crafting.| attended a shoemaking
coursein Florence, Italy,in2014 and
decidedtodoaone-year
apprenticeship after that.

"When I returned to Singapore, |
started my own business,” he said.

The eponymous Josh Leong
Shoesbeganin 2015.Ayear later,
helaunched a separate brand of
ladies' footwear called Palola

Among his female customers are
those who have difficulty finding
shoes for their different-sized
feet.Sothey getaround it by
having shoes made to order.
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Mr Leong takes more than 100
hours to make each pair of men's
shoes, and about 40 hours for
ladies'flats. Making men's shoes is
amore complex process and
involves more than 130 different
steps, such as hand-welting the
leather soles and hand polishing.

The price of the shoes starts
from $4,900 per pair.

Learn how Mr Leong managed to
win his doctor father's supportin
this episode of Made in Singapore.
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