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magazines. Today, she rates her command of the Chinese language a six out of 10, with “definitely still a lot of room for improvement”. 5T P

Too blessed
to be stressed

Luck, patience, timing and hunger for roles
have brought actress Rebecca Lim success
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Sumiko Tan

Executive Editor

When Rebecea Lim fillsout
passenger arrival forms while
travelling, she doesn't put “actress™
under occupatios

“Iput self-employed'” she says.

“Writing ‘actress’isa bit strange. I
guess] .:lsu don't want tobe asked
aboutit™

Tndw though, mplyingher

At31,sheisalso caught between
that generation of Mediacorp stars
tagged the Seven Princesses, like
Joa Pehand Rui En who are
nowntheit mid- 305, andthose

Her skin
issmooth, her jawline definedand
her famous longhair is black, glossy
and centre-parted. She smilesalot
andwhen she does, hereyes crinkle
and her facelights up

Shehasateputationforbeing
friendly and

ke Carrie Wong.

b { mmlhrmuldh’ Notthe Seven
Princessesand not the newer
actresses in their 20s either.”

SHE'Salsoamiddle child. Her
parents,whoare now retired, ran

docsnitdisappointa ths
inte:

e o st
un;m- ntiousand relatable,

Abrotherwho'sayear older works

S

four years younger, s a dentist
Shegrewupin the Braddell area

hmolm “boring"and “not there

wch. Her go-to places include Hua
Tingat Orchard Hotel for the dim
sum.

“Talways go to familiar places. |
trytoeatathome when1 can. My
whole family are very, very good
cooks - exceptm

She orders sashimi donand 1
follow suit. Her manager Carolyn
optsfor fishand I getatunapizzato
share

She reminds me that our paths
hadin fact crossed some seven
yearsago, at Narita Airport

Shewas in Tokyo withactor
Pierre Pngtodoashoot for the
Japanese fashion brand Uniglo,

, and was
close toboth sets of grandparents
asher parents hadtotravel for

Hersiblings, whoare both
married, were “overachievers, head
prefectsand stuff™. As she tellsit,
shewasthe goofier, laid-back one.
Sheandher sister both went to St
Nicholas Girls" “Shealways had to
goearly for prefect duty and we had
togotoschooltogether. But
always had so much difficulty
w.\hngup.\ndshrh.ld(upulumm
shoes for me. She' red
thatshe'dbe lateandstarteryingin
the carandthen I'm like, What's
the big deal?™ she relates.
“Sometimes we joke thatit feels
like she’s the older sister because
when she says shewantstoget

before, had said hello. “So 1 saw you
fromafar,” she says.

atit's like
tobe aneof Singapore'stop TV
actresses, and certainly its most
marketable star at the moment
ril, Lim won her second
Best Actress accolade at the
annual Mediacorp Star Awards
forher role asawardrobe
d

encounterand
alsohow 1 didn'tknowat the time
wha theactresswith Pgwas.

Back in 2011, she was
up-and-comingwith several
Englishand Chinese drama roles to
her name. She was a face towatch
but notastar. She is now what

inthe
drama The Lead. Her first Best
Actressaward wasin 2015.

The fresh-faced actressisalsoa
marketer's darling fronting brands

scribes callan
A hsur
But

she will do it. For
me, Il gowith the flow; if 'm
happy Il doit, not happy 1 don't do

Rebecca Lim

the Trim and Fit (TAF) weight-loss
programme. “I'was the TAF Club
president because I was there forso
long. Iwas veryused o not going

She speaks with the confidence

for trecessbecausewehad iogoto
1

supportive familyand she
acknowledges that she has been
fortunate in this and many other
aspects ofherlife

In fact, her Instagram profile bio
has the phrase “too blessed to be
stresed

changedfrom inhe I9805d|\d

alotofmy peers, |
thik mmu..llmw(mum:

ksquats.”

and she was in the.
CA LM

AKIRABACK
JW Marriott Hotel Singapore
SouthBeach

1tuna pizza:$26
2sashimidon: $90
1pan-seared flounder: $33
1plainrice:$3
1genmaicha: $7

TOTAL (WITHTAX AND 15 PER CENT
DISCOUNT): $18079

Shewasspottedat her |C promby
some talent scouts and invitedto
takepartinaninter-]C prom
contest. Shealmost chickened out
ofthe audition but her brother, who
hadjust gothisdrvers lcence, said

e
student andheronly foray Intothe

1 the!
“Thisledtoher mmgp.m inthe

didn'tpayattention during our
Mandarin lessons. We thought
failing was avery cool thing.*

She didn't actually fail - she gotan
A2for her O-level Chinese - but she
didn'tspeakit well. Her family is
English-speaking.

She decided to do something
aboutit. “It wasavery glaring
problem. It'snot «)mellnnglh.\l
youcan hide like
disproportionate figure, you can
hideitwith clothe

She got herself two tutors. “At
that time I wasn't earning alot but I
feltit wasavery good investment in
myselftopickup Chinese.” She
ratesher Chinesea six out of 10
now, with “definitely stillalotof
room for improvement”.

Infact, she has beensowon over
byherlanguage journey thata
longer-term planistoopena
bilingual school shere people can
learn Mandarin.

Iwonder if she regrets not
putting her accountancy and law
degree touse. "I file my taxes every
year. 1 hope my degree helps,” she
jokes

University made her more
disciplined, she avinga
degreetofall backon hasalso
meant she’s “not too sucked into
the whole mediathing because |
know if really this doesn't work out,
ormaybe f peopleare sick of seeing
myface, then there’s always
somethingelse that | can do”.

Notthat she isabout toleave the
industryanytime, she adds, for she
is“ahundred per cent" into acting

About the only bad press she has
hadin her career so far had infact
todowith her Jeaving showbiz.

102016, she posted on Instagram
that she was “retiring”. It later
tumnedout tobea publicity stunt
about the importance of retirement
planning done with NTUC Income.

The brickbats came fast and
furious and she had toapologise.
She takes responsibility for the

post.“l pressed the post button, so
Yah.-she says ‘| guessitwasavery
goodlearning experience.”

Iwonder what she has tosayto
thosewhodiss showbizasa
superficial industry compared
with, say, dentistry.

Toan extent, showbizis
superficial because somuchis
hinged on appearances, she agrees.
But she points out that audiences
just see the product and not the
processinvolved na production.

Ve'te not celebrities when
we're on set, weare really working
people,”she says. “Like who staysin
the sun in this weather? Only crazy
actorsand production crew. We
will film a picnic scene under the
12pmsun.”

Lim, whosays she is notattached,
comesacross sonormal that
wonder i she regards herselfasa
celebrity.

“It depends. Day today, not
really. But whenit comes towork,
assensibleasyouare, you have to
feelandbelieve that youareable to
hold your ground and to perform
well,”she says

“Youneedtohave confidence,
butat the same time have a meter
thatellsyou, ‘Okay, that'sa bit oo

youknow, toneit downa
little.”

Luck, patience and timing have
brought her towhere sheis, she
says. There isalso the hunger. She
hasno qualms taking on roles
where she s the second-choice
actress, or even third or fourth for
that matter.

“Idon't mindbecause noone will
know that you're the second
choice, Everybody just sees the end
productand howyou're the one
doingit. Aslongas youget over
yourown nsecurity, its fine.”

And, she reveals, even though she
hasa reputation for being pleasant,
thereisalsoa “black-faced
Rebecea”

What might trigger that, I
wonder. She says people being rude
toproduction assistants on set is
something “l absolutely detest”and
because she can't hide emotions
well it will show on her face.

1askwhat she wants to be
rememberedfor

at there’sonly one Rebecca,”
uhermnn»pw Onlyone
Rebecea, not replaceable, inavery
casily replaceable indust

y ere she
helped outwith the props. "I wa:
verybig:sizedsol'dmove the
furnitur

Herweight made her the butt of

d sowemove

%
auditi
Shewonthe Miss Photogenic

ideo and photographs.
day for herand lask
where she's hradmumnext

jokes, which hurt but
onahappy face."I would Jaughand

shesays
ad

belike,

and Fann bty 7 ‘yah,yah, Imsofat’ mm.\nml
1y. national consciousness reallyminor : made me way,to
schosentoeatatAkiraBack, © TVisnolonger formof hingslik cri dallthat™
W i d have : Ih myhead,I'veboth - InVictoria Junior College, she had
Marriott tofight with 'slegion of ¥ e's about 1 65m.
Beach. The dimly-litcatery has i ~bloggers, : tomy sa P
plushsofasand trendyartwork I'm | YouTuber: for » wasalarger surface area,” she
earlyand thewaitress leadsmetoa | fame. giggles. "Sol didn't

Iablr at the back.

She's wellaware of this.

ACTING uawnacmdemalcarepy

eally seem that
big-sizedanymore.” She also

Lim arrives with her manager.

She'swearinga black,
off-shoulder Fendi dress witha
cinchedwaist and flared skirt, and
Fendi heels
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y
in-between,” she says. With the

choice

er hais
She played hockey, started

Internet,

andthe F:

different now.”

u\umghnurhc(
She
fromTV ’\uudunxgellhehveﬁ Primary 4 toSecondary 4. “My
p y plump
butIwasfat,” she says. She wasin

conscious of what she ate, “JC was
the first time that

title,
givena part-time contract while
studyingaccountancyand lawat
Singapore Management University.
Shejoined the stationafter she
graduated. “Actingwasvery
accidental. Inevereverhada
dreamwhen I wasyoungtobean
actress,” she says. “It took about
seven-plus years for me toreally get
alead role, sonowwhen do getit,
it'salot more treasured

Her biggest stumbling blockin
the early days washer poor
Mandarin. “Unfortunately, my
groupof friends and my class

goingafterme.”

uncool then, so we deliberately

Tovisith whois
inhospital she says,Rashing
another of her broad smiles.

That, I think, isabout as authentic
asyoucanget

sumiko@sph.comsg
Twitter @STsumikotan

* Rebecca Lim's next drama, The
Bridige, will premiere in November.
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