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HELPING THE YOUNG TOFIND LOVE

Some of my students have
been complaining that
they find it hard to meet
people after they graduate
and start working. | provide
the food, so they justeat
and play the games.
Apparently, some of them
wentoutafterthat.
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Don plays Cupid
by throwing parties

Young people get a chance to meet and pick up dating tips at his home
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makes two people click.

‘The 43-year-old associate profes-
sor, who teaches computer science
at the National University of Singa-
pore (NUS), organises parties for
his former students to meet ne
peopleand hares with them dating
and marriage tips.

Dr Leong, who is married with
children, held two such parties, in-
cluding a barbecue, at his condo-
minanealcrthisyear,

In “Prof Ben's Lonely Hearts
@ running joke that he has
with his students - participants
play icebreaker games, chat over
free food, and get dating tips from
Dr Leongand other married adults.

About 20 of his past and present
students attended each of the par-
ties, which had an even mix of men
andwomen.

“Some of my students have been
complaining that they find it hard
to meet people after they graduate
and start working,” said Dr Leong
“I provide the food, so they just eat
and play the games. Apparently,
some of themwent out after that.”

The Straits Times understands
that a few other lecturers from
other universities have also held
small gxlhenngs for sludemx ©
catchupand mal

Statisics show that more Smga—
pore residents in their mid- to
late-20s are single. They made up
70 per cent of the people in their
‘age group in 2015, a sharp rise from

t about 15 years ago, the
latest General Household Surveyre-
leased last year shows.

This is even though the Marriage
znd Parenthood Survey released by

Vational Population and Talent
Division in uly found that 83 per
cent of singles aged 21 to 35 years
oMdsald hey iiendtomary,

Young graduates seem to have
prouble Rdinga e parer aer
leaving university, say sociologists.
The top reason cited: having a hard
time meeting new people at work.

Sociologist Paulin Straughan
said: “Given how much time we
spend at the office, unless you can
find a potential partner within the
same office, most will be hard
pressed for time to expand their
networks and get to know new
friends.”

NUS sociologist Tan Ern Ser reck-
ons young graduates are expected

pairing as compared to their under-

graduate days,” he said. “Staying

activein co-cur-

sicular activities provide ample op-

portuniies for ocial mixing and
ventually pairing."

Dr Leong da« no| xhlnk he is go-
ing out of his way to help his
chacges fmd e, 1 s it close
10 my studenes and this is one way
for them to come backand hang out
withme,” he said.

While many whoattended his par-
ties had taken his classes before,
some of the young women who
showed up were his students’
friends. Some are sillin university,
others have graduated. Their ages
range from 22t0 33,

His students are mostly male, he

sald 20 he opens the paties o -
‘male friends of his studens

e parties, Dr Lm
even invite “decoys”, or people who
are attached, so that it would be less
awkward. Noting tha the first two
gatherings were “not bad”, he hopes
toorganiseanother ane soon.

Most students at his parties said
they have trouble meeting new
people after leaving university.
Many admitted that they are look-
ing foralife partner.

A computer science graduate,
33, who went for the party last
month, said it was tough finding
love when he began working, as
“you usually only meet the people
inyour company

Another student at the same
party added: “1 initially went with
the intention of meeting new
people, but it became obvious that
the bigger takeaway was learning
to interact with the other gender,
and that it sn't as daunting as one
thinks”

‘The 29-year-old believes the par-
ty is a “good precursor” for t
who have never dated before. *I
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