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Yan Lintong i s  proud o f  the work study scheme 

SMU information systems management and accountancy double degree third-year student Yan Lintong, 23 years old, applied for the university's Work Study Grant, earning 
$10 an hour. If he clocks in 200 hours of work, he can earn $2,000 a year. 

Lintong is in charge of doing background work for students who are requesting to see the university counselor. He will first arrange to meet the student and understand his 
needs. He will write a brief and then arrange an appointment for the student to meet the counsellor. 

A win-win plan 

He said, "There are many advantages of working on campus. For example, the $10 an hour rate is more attractive than the $6 an hour market rate. Besides, the working time 
is very flexible and I can plan it according to my timetable." 

"If the week happens to have tests or exams, I can negotiate with my supervisor if I cannot cope with the work. Should my supervisor have any urgent tasks for me, I can also 
move my studies around to accommodate him. It is a win-win arrangement. Also, I need not have to commute to the place of work as this is within campus." 

He did not choose to work part-time in external organizations because many companies have sales targets and the pressure to deliver may affect school work. 

Besides, the other advantage of the Work Study Grant is that students can earn up to $6,000 if they sign up for three of such schemes where each scheme lets them earn 
$2,000 for 200 hours of work. The proviso is that this does not affect their studies. 

Lintong said, "As I am a foreign student, the law does not permit me to work more than 16 hours a week. I am mindful of complying with the law in spite of the various 
conveniences of this work study scheme." 

Lintong comes from China's Fuzhou province and arrives in Singapore to study in secondary three under a scholarship. For four years before enrolling in university, he relies 
on $3,000 living expenses from his parents. Two years into SMU, he has become self-sufficient and does not require allowances from his parents in spite of high living costs 
and school fees. 

Apart from a scholarship from SMU which meets his school fees each year, he also gets $5,000 allowance and earns $2,000 from the work study scheme. He also gives 
tuition and brings in another $3,000. Each year, he manages with $10,000 and saves the remaining. 

He said, "I used to have a low opinion of studying and working at the same time. Since entering SMU, my attitude has changed entirely. Instead, I take pride in this 
arrangement and it is no longer something embarrassing. My peers also think likewise. I have to thank SMU for encouraging its students to seek various avenues to gain 
financial autonomy." 

Earning $6,000 allowances a year 

SMU increased its bursary fund from last year's $50,000 to $460,000 this year, an eight-fold increase. The university's scholarship fund increased from $2.5m to this year's 
$4.2m, a 60% increase, allowing 1 in 9 students the chance to qualify for a scholarship. 

SMU will be giving out bursaries each worth $2,000 to qualifying students. Of the 1,200 incoming students this year, 134 stand a chance to qualify for a scholarship 

SMU is also setting aside $220,000 to encourage students to sign up for work-study grant schemes for employment within the campus. By clocking in 200 hours of work, the 
student can earn $2,000. Should students have greater financial needs and if this does not affect their studies, they can apply for two to three work-study grant schemes, and 
earn between $2,000 to $6,000 of allowance. 

SMU's Dean of Students Associate Professor Low Aik Meng said: "Each year, we have 300-400 students deployed in various parts of the university earning extra cash during 
their available time. We encourage students to use various means to meet their financial needs. We also encourage them to seek employment outside of the campus. We 
feel that using the university years to work helps them gain experience. This is why our students are so popular with employers." 

Work Study Grant Schemes in the three universities 

Funds: $2.2m (including loans) 
Deployment: 1,950 placements in 2005 of which 550 are Teaching Assistants ($20-$30 an hour); 470 are Research Assistants ($9 an hour); 930 are in administrative work 
($6-$10 an hour) 

Funds: $500,000 
Deployment: 250 placements of $10-$15 an hour. During term time, students can work for 6 hours and during vacation time, they can work for 8 hours. Each year, they can 
earn as much as $2,000 in libraries, accounting offices, hostels and other administrative departments. 

Funds: $220,000 
Deployment: 300-400 placements with each performing about 200 hours of work and earning $10 an hour. Students in greater financial need can sign up for 2-3 work study 
schemes. They are placed in various schools and offices to help in planning activities, facilities management, looking after international exchange students, manning the 
gymnasium. Teaching Assistants earn $500 per contract. 

Bursaries in the three universities 

Scholarships: $8m 
Bursaries: $2.2m 
Loans: $2.2m 

Scholarships: $5m 
Bursaries: $2m 
Work Study: $500,000 
Loans & awards: $2.9m 

Scholarships: $4.2m 
Bursaries: $460.000 
Work Study: $220,000 
Loans: $88,000 
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