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More outstanding polytechnic students can now have the opportunity to attend classes in
university even before they obtain their diplomas and earn advanced credits.

SMU has extended its Advanced Placement Programme this January to top polytechnic students
to allow them to take classes in SMU in courses such as Data Management, E-commerce,
Enterprise Integration, Information Security & Trust, and Supply Change Business IT.

Today, there are 30 top polytechnic students who are attending such classes together with SMU
students.

An SMU spokesman said that this programme will allow top polytechnic students to take selected
courses in SMU. The content of these classes integrates IT and business management and
would be useful and relevant for polytechnic students doing an IT-related diploma. Besides
allowing them to earn advanced credits, the arrangement also allows them to immerse in an
education at SMU.

He said, “The Advanced Placement Programme is limited to the top students in the graduating
poly cohort and subject to availability of places. It is highly selective and competitive. Applicants
must demonstrate the ability to manage their time well between the additional workload in SMU
and their poly studies.”

Republic Polytechnic third-year student Mr Teoh Qi Wei, 20 years old, is one of those who made
it past the interviews and granted a place to attend Data Management course in SMU.

He said, “l intend to come to SMU to do advanced courses because it gives me the chance to
understand SMU’s teaching style and studying environment as well as gain a better
understanding of the course content and subject knowledge. It is not entirely just to gain credits.”

NUS and NTU are still in discussions in polytechnics on allowing their students to do advanced
credits.

JC students also doing advanced credits

Many top junior college students are also doing advanced placement modules in universities.
There are 130 JC second year students who are doing courses or have completed courses in
SMU’s School of Accountancy and School of Economics and Social Sciences. These students
will have high priority for admissions into SMU, and will have the opportunity to get exemptions
for subjects they have already taken should they be admitted into SMU later.

From this year, NTU will allow students from Temasek JC, Raffles JC, Victoria JC, National JC
and Chinese High students to do courses in NTU. There are presently 28 JC students doing or
have completed advanced courses in NUS.



