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SMU to Build Open Legal Database with Support from Ministry of Law

Three-year project aims to promote research and development on Singapore law by enabling
open access to structured legal data

Singapore, 18 November 2025 (Tuesday) — The Singapore Management University (SMU) will be
developing Singapore’s first open empirical legal database with support from the Ministry of Law
(MinLaw). Housed at SMU’s Centre for Digital Law, the three-year project will compile and release
machine-readable datasets containing key statistical information about Singapore court decisions,
statutes, legal scholarship and court structures.

Named Singapore Open Legal Informatics Database (SOLID), the database will be freely accessible to
researchers worldwide through a public website and Application Programming Interface (API),
positioning Singapore alongside leading jurisdictions around the world that have invested in building
up their legal data infrastructure. To complement existing case law and statute repositories, the
project will focus on creating structured, research-ready data points that enable empirical analysis
and technology development.

The project was officially launched today at an event held at SMU's Yong Pung How School of Law
(YPHSL), featuring roundtable discussions with local stakeholders and international experts on
priorities for legal data collection and applications.

Mr Lim Joo Hong, Director of the Legal Technology Transformation Office at MinLaw, said, “The
launch of the SOLID project by SMU in collaboration with the Ministry of Law is more than just the
unveiling of a new database. It is a step towards strengthening Singapore’s legal data infrastructure
for the digital age, and aims to underpin Singapore’s continued growth as a global legal hub and a
leader in technology innovation.”

Professor Lee Pey Woan, Dean of YPHSL, said, "This database project exemplifies our commitment to
building the knowledge infrastructure that Singapore's legal ecosystem needs to thrive in an
increasingly complex and technology-driven world. Through our Centre for Digital Law and initiatives
like this, we are positioning ourselves at the forefront of the intersection between law, science and
technology — equipping our students and Singapore's legal industry for the future."

Wide-Ranging Applications Across Legal Ecosystem

The database is meant to serve multiple user groups. Researchers can use the data to conduct social
scientific studies of Singapore's legal system. Law firms and technology companies can use the data
to build and evaluate legal Al systems, analytics tools and other innovations. The data can also be
used by policymakers to identify systemic trends in Singapore’s legal system and make evidence-
based decisions.

For law schools, the database provides realistic, Singapore-focused datasets for teaching students
about legal data science and Al. Internationally, the project will also enhance Singapore's reputation
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as a leading legal technology hub by encouraging scholars and developers to incorporate Singapore
law in their research and training datasets.

The project is led by Assistant Professor Jerrold Soh as Principal Investigator and Assistant Professor
Dirk Hartung as Co-Investigator, supported by research engineers and student assistants from SMU.

Assistant Professor Soh said, "Singapore's legal system is internationally recognised for its openness
and digital maturity, but home-grown computational research and tools focused on Singapore law
remain limited. We will be building a crucial piece of legal data infrastructure that unlocks new ways
to study, teach, and build for Singapore law.”

Four-Phase Development Over Three Years

The project will proceed in four phases over the next three years: (1) requirements gathering
through stakeholder consultations; (2) data collection and verification with semi-automated
pipelines; (3) publication with full documentation and APl support; and (4) operationalisation
through industry collaborations on database use cases.

An early iteration of the database is targeted to be released in 4Q 2026, with the full public launch
including website, APIl, and comprehensive documentation slated for 1Q 2028. Alongside the
database, the project will also produce a mixture of academic research papers, open-source code
libraries tailored for Singapore data, and proof-of-concept applications co-developed with industry
and international collaborators.

Strong Support from Across Legal Community

In conceptualising this initiative, the project team consulted extensively with key stakeholders across
the legal industry. The proposal was reviewed by law firms, legal tech startups, leading international
academics, as well as representatives from the judiciary and the government sector.

Professor Daniel Martin Katz, a leading computational legal scholar at lllinois Tech Chicago-Kent
College of Law and Yong Pung How Visiting Professor at SMU, said, "High-quality structured data
remains hard to come by in the legal domain. Singapore's database could directly inform industry-
focused research and support building and evaluating legal Al tools, much as the U.S. Supreme Court
Database has done."
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About Singapore Management University

A premier university in Asia, the Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally recognised for its
world-class research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s mission is to generate leading-
edge research with global impact and to produce broad-based, creative, and entrepreneurial leaders for the
knowledge-based economy. SMU’s education is known for its highly interactive, collaborative, and project-
based approach to learning.

Home to over 13,000 students across undergraduate, postgraduate professional and postgraduate research
programmes, SMU comprises eight schools: School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, School
of Economics, School of Computing and Information Systems, Yong Pung How School of Law, School of Social
Sciences, College of Integrative Studies and College of Graduate Research Studies. SMU offers a wide range of
bachelors', masters', and PhD degree programmes in the disciplinary areas associated with its schools, as well
as in multidisciplinary combinations of these areas.

SMU emphasises rigorous, high-impact, multi- and interdisciplinary research that addresses Asian issues of
global relevance. SMU faculty members collaborate with leading international researchers and universities
around the world, as well as with partners in the business community and public sector. SMU’s city campus is a
modern facility located in the heart of downtown Singapore, fostering strategic linkages with business,
government, and the wider community. www.smu.edu.sg

About Yong Pung How School of Law
SMU'’s law school was renamed Yong Pung How School of Law (YPHSL) on 11 April 2021 to celebrate and
honour the late Dr Yong Pung How, Singapore’s former Chief Justice and SMU’s third Chancellor.

The law school had proudly welcomed its first cohort of 116 students in August 2007. Taught by a dynamic
faculty with postgraduate degrees from renowned universities, the School aims to nurture its students to
become excellent lawyers who will contribute significantly to society.

Trained with the ability to contextualise legal expertise and to think across disciplines and geographical
borders coupled with SMU’s interactive pedagogy, SMU’s law graduates are confident, articulate and
analytically agile. SMU Classification: Restricted The School offers a four-year full-time Bachelor of Laws
programme, a five-year double-degree programme which combines law with Accountancy, Business,
Economics, Computing & Information Systems or Social Sciences; a three-year Juris Doctor programme; a
Master of Laws programme; a PhD programme in Law, Commerce and Technology; as well as continuing legal
education. From Academic Year 2020-2021, the School also jointly offers a new Bachelor of Science
(Computing & Law) with the SMU School of Computing and Information Systems. This new degree will produce
IT and legal professionals who are adept at bridging technology and law.

Research at the SMU YPHSL has a strong focus in three main inter-related areas — Law and Technology,
Transnational Commercial law in Asia, and Dispute Resolution. The School has also set up legal research
centres focusing on A.l. and data governance, computational law, commercial law, and international dispute

resolution. law.smu.edu.sg

About SMU Centre for Digital Law

Launched in 2025 out of a merger between SMU’s Centre for Al and Data Governance and Centre for
Computational Law, the SMU Centre for Digital Law’s seeks to integrate expertise from law, computer science,
and digital humanities to produce impactful research and thought leadership that bolster Singapore’s position
as a leader in digital transformation in Asia and as a smart nation which fosters human flourishing. Through
world-class contributions in foundational and translational research as well as life-long learning, the Centre will
influence global discussions on technology’s societal impact, governance, and regulation. Its research is
clustered around the four pillars of digital economy, digital society, digital government, and computational
law. Parallel to the newly launched SOLID project, the Centre also has ongoing work on the regulation of online
harms, anonymisation of Singapore court decisions, developing trustworthy and responsible Al for Singapore,
and green Al. cdl.smu.edu.sg
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