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News Release

SAL, SMU join hands to launch new book series on

commercial law in Asia
Peer reviewed' series will strengthen Singapore’s position as a leading centre

of learning and research in commercial law

Singapore, 16 January 2020 — The Singapore Academy of Law (SAL) and the
Singapore Management University (SMU) School of Law’s Centre for Cross-Border
Commercial Law in Asia have signed a memorandum of understanding to launch a
new peer reviewed series of books on commercial law in Asia. It is envisaged that
this book series will enhance Singapore’s future as a leading centre of learning and
research in commercial law.

All book proposals will undergo a two-stage process. First, they will be subject to a
rigorous blind peer review process by leading scholars in the field. Second, they will
also be reviewed by the Commissioning Panel of the Singapore Academy of Law,
chaired by The Honourable Judge of Appeal Justice Andrew Phang Boon Leong. A
newly-formed board comprising distinguished professors will play an advisory role to

authors.

Said Ms Serene Wee, Chief Executive of SAL, “With this partnership, Academy
Publishing is expanding its efforts to create and disseminate knowledge for the
profession by including books on commercial law in Asia. A thorough understanding
of the issues surrounding cross-border laws and trade will help lawyers, as they can

no longer get by with a purely national focus.”

1 Content written by experts and reviewed by several other experts in the field
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Said SMU Professor of Law Tang Hang Wu, who is also Director of the Centre for

Cross-Border Commercial Law in Asia, “We believe there is an untapped market for

both authors and also consumers of high-quality works on commercial law with a

focus on Asia. By marketing this book series as a serious peer reviewed series

undertaken by a university and SAL, we aim to persuade leading professors to

publish in this series. With the publication of this book series, our ambition is to

continue to enhance Singapore as centre of research, thinking and learning of

commercial law in Asia, with SAL and SMU as its main drivers.”

The memorandum of understanding was inked on 15 January 2020. It was

witnessed by The Honourable Judge of Appeal Justice Andrew Phang Boon Leong

and Professor Goh Yihan, Dean of SMU School of Law. The signing took place at

IMPRINTS, an annual appreciation event organised by SAL’s publishing arm,

Academy Publishing.
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About the Singapore Academy of Law

SAL is a promotion and development agency for Singapore’s legal industry. Our
vision is to make Singapore the legal hub of Asia. SAL works with our stakeholders
to set new precedents of excellence in Singapore law through developing thought
leadership, world class infrastructure and legal solutions. Our mandates are to build
up the intellectual capital of the legal profession by enhancing legal knowledge, raise
the international profile of Singapore law, promote Singapore as a centre for dispute
resolution, and improve the standards and efficiency of legal practice through
continuing professional development and the use of technology. As a body
established by statute, SAL also undertakes statutory functions such as stakeholding
services and appointment of Senior Counsel, Commissioners for Oaths and Notaries
Public.

More information can be found at www.sal.org.sg.

About the Centre for Cross-Border Commercial Law in Asia at SMU School of
Law

To boost efforts in driving its ambition to be the leading centre in Asia for the study of
commercial law, the SMU School of Law has established the Centre for Cross
Border Commercial Law in Asia (“CEBCLA”). CEBCLA serves as a hub that brings
together policy makers, faculty, practitioners, visiting researchers and students in a
symbiotic environment, facilitating a vibrant exchange of ideas. In support of
CEBCLA’s mission, the Centre hosts a variety of lecture series, conferences and
seminars in commercial law to drive scholarly research and discussion while
engaging with a local and international audience. These events provide a forum to
tackle complex local, regional and international issues in order to further the School
of Law’s ambition to be on the forefront of legal developments. Recent events have
featured collaborators and speakers from the following universities: Oxford,
Cambridge, Harvard, Berkeley, Melbourne University, Sydney University, Australian

National University and Hong Kong University. https://cebcla.smu.edu.sg/
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