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Good morning, everyone, and welcome to SMU Yong Pung How School of Law. It is 
wonderful to see so many distinguished guests here today for the launch of the Open Legal 
Database project. I’m Professor Maartje de Visser, Associate Dean of Research at this law 
school. I’m very pleased to open this event on behalf of the school and our Dean Professor 
Lee Pey Woan, who is unfortunately overseas today.  

I would like to begin by expressing our deep gratitude to several key partners who have 
made this project possible. First and foremost, to the Ministry of Law for their vision and 
kind support in funding this ambitious initiative. I am told that the Ministry had worked very 
closely with the project team for some time in conceptualising this project, and we are very 
grateful for the Ministry's confidence in us. The School will provide the project team with all 
the support they need to drive this project as far as possible.  

We also thank the Singapore Academy of Law for their ongoing partnership on so many 
fronts, and for providing access to data for this project, and the Judiciary for their 
commitment to promoting openness and innovation in Singapore's legal sector. Finally, to 
the lawyers, legaltech entrepreneurs, and all stakeholders present today—thank you for 
contributing your time and expertise to what we hope will become a landmark initiative in 
promoting Singapore's vibrant legal ecosystem. 

Many of you know that SMU Law has long been at the forefront of legal innovation and 
technology. We established the Centre for AI and Data Governance in 2018 and the Centre 
for Computational Law in 2020, building crucial expertise and networks in both the law of 
technology and the technology of law. Recently, we merged these centres into what is now 
the Centre for Digital Law, pooling our resources and promoting deeper cross-pollination 
among our researchers. The Open Legal Database project will be housed in this Centre, 
which will continue to work closely with academic and industry partners to develop 
impactful projects that benefit Singapore's legal technology industry. 

This database project — and you will shortly hear from Jerrold more details on what exactly 
will be built — is one example of the kind of multidisciplinary and applied work the Centre 
aims to do. It was conceived in light of similar efforts by major jurisdictions around the 
world, such as the United States, the European Union, China, and the United Kingdom, who 
have been investing in building up their own legal data infrastructures as well. The project 
aims to do the same for Singapore by utilizing cutting-edge technologies and computational 
methods to build high-quality, open-source legal datasets that can drive future research and 
development on Singapore law, whether by local or international colleagues. 

We see this as building a public good that all stakeholders across government, academia, 
and industry can draw from. By centralizing the costs of data production and verification, we 
hope to reduce the time and effort needed for stakeholders to run their own projects, while 
promoting interoperability based on shared data standards. And may I just say that this 
especially crucial in an age of increased protectionist tendencies, including over datasets. 
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This project will further position Singapore as a trustworthy, stable, and open jurisdiction for 
legal research and technology. More broadly, this project represents one crucial step in our 
longer-term vision of helping to building a world-class legal data infrastructure for Singapore 
— one that befits, and indeed reinforces, Singapore's position as a leading international hub 
for legal technology, dispute resolution, and commercial law. 

We also like to think of this project as emblematic of what I call a builder's ethos that we 
hope to cultivate among our faculty and students. The software pioneer and Turing Award 
winner Alan Kay once remarked that the best way to predict the future is to invent it. At 
SMU Law, we want to play an active role in shaping the future of Singapore law, not just 
commenting from the sidelines. 

Today marks the beginning of a three-year journey that will produce datasets, research 
papers, industry applications, and ultimately a sustainable legal data infrastructure for 
Singapore. But we cannot do this alone. Your insights in today's roundtable discussions will 
directly shape how the project team designs this database to serve our legal community. So 
please be as bold and candid as you like in sharing your data wishlists and requirements, 
and any other suggestions or concerns you might have, with us. 

Beyond today’s launch, we aim to build a community of collaborators for this open-source 
initiative, and we hope to count on our valued partners for future consultations and events. 
We invite you to join us as partners, advisors, and early adopters in this journey. 

Together, we can invent the future of Singapore's legal industry. 

Thank you all once again, and I am now very pleased to invite Mr Lim Joo Hong from the 
Ministry of Law to say a few words. 
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