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Introduction 

 
1. A very good morning to everyone, and a warm welcome to the launch event for the 

Singapore Open Legal Informatics Database project (or “SOLID” in short). It is a 
privilege to stand before you today as we mark the start of a three-year project to 
build a next generation, open-source empirical legal database for Singapore. 
 

2. Today’s event brings together a remarkable cross-section of Singapore’s legal 
community and legaltech players. Your presence here as judiciary members, 
government officials, legal practitioners, technologists, and scholars reflect both the 
multi-disciplinary and collaborative spirit that has always been at the heart of 
Singapore’s legaltech transformation journey.  
 

3. I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the Singapore Academy of Law 
(SAL), the Judiciary, our industry partners at the SMU Centre for Digital Law, law 
firms, legaltech companies, and the many academics and practitioners who have 
supported the project in various ways, and contributed their time and enthusiasm to 
this endeavor. 
 

Impetus for Singapore to continuously adapt, innovate and lead 
 

4. Singapore’s position as a global legal hub today was not achieved overnight but was 
shaped by our predecessors’ willingness to adapt, innovate, and lead. Based on this 
ethos, we have built a vibrant ecosystem of local and international law firms, dispute 
resolution institutions, and a deep pool of bilingual and cross-border legal talent. 
 

5. However, to remain at the forefront, we must continue to adapt, innovate, and lead. 
To illustrate, let me give you an example of how our real-world infrastructure has 
evolved over the years: 

 
a. In 2010, Maxwell Chambers was the world’s first integrated dispute resolution 

complex, housing state-of-the-art hearing facilities and leading international 
dispute resolution institutions under one roof. 

 
b. Maxwell Chambers has continued to evolve. It now offers the use of drones to 

assist in evidence presentation, particularly when the evidence is located off-
site or in hard-to-access locations.  

 
c. It has also introduced virtual reality technologies that allow parties to visualise 

evidence in an immersive, 360-degree environment. 
 

6. Today, technology is rapidly transforming the legal sector, with AI models, data 
analytics software, cloud solutions and online platforms reshaping how legal services 
are delivered and consumed.  

 
 



The importance of high-quality legal data infrastructure 
 

7. The launch of the SOLID project by SMU in collaboration with the Ministry of Law is 
thus more than just the unveiling of a new database. It is a step towards 
strengthening Singapore’s legal data infrastructure for the digital age, and aims to 
underpin Singapore’s continued growth as a global legal hub and a leader in 
technology innovation. 
 

8. I believe that we can all agree that successful innovation requires not just the right 
mindset, but also having access to the right systems, tools, and support.  

 
9. In today’s digital age, where data is the new currency, the ability to readily access, 

analyse and apply high-quality legal data at scale is no longer a luxury but a necessity 
to remain relevant and competitive, especially with the advent of AI powered 
solutions.  

 
10. As highlighted by PM Wong in his National Day Rally 2025 speech, we are now 

entering a new era driven by AI. Like the internet in the past, AI will be a defining 
technology of our time that will fundamentally change the way we live, work, and 
interact with one another. 

 
11. Having a high-quality legal data infrastructure is therefore key to a modern and 

innovative legal sector by: 
 

a. Empowering our courts, legal professionals, researchers, and businesses to 
better make evidence-based decisions; 
 

b. Supporting the development of advanced legaltech solutions including GenAI 
tools; and  
 

c. Enabling policy makers to derive greater insights into emerging trends to inform 
policy formulation and research outcomes. 

 
Ministry of Law’s support and initiatives 
 
12. The Ministry of Law is thus committed to strengthening our legal data infrastructure, 

which will in turn drive productivity gains through legaltech innovation and adoption, 
and further enhance our legaltech ecosystem. 
 

13. Over the past year, the Ministry of Law has introduced and started work on various 
new initiatives to support the legal industry’s transformation: 
 

a. In June, we launched the pilot phase of the Legal Innovation and Future-
Readiness Transformation initiative (or “LIFT” in short). The LIFT pilot will 
provide customised change management support to Singapore law practices 
in diagnosing their technology needs, and adopting and implementing 
legaltech solutions specific to their practices.  
 

b. In September, we launched the public consultation of the Guide for Using 
GenAI in the Legal Sector. This guide aims to support legal professionals in 
adopting GenAI tools in a safe and responsible manner, and to equip law firms 



with knowledge to be “smart buyers and users” of GenAI. We have received 
over 20 sets of feedback from the public. We are going through them in detail 
and will incorporate them as necessary. We aim to publish the guide by the 
end of this year.. 

 
c. At TechLaw.Fest, we introduced LegalTech GoWhere to grow our legaltech 

ecosystem, create more avenues for the discovery of legaltech solutions and 
to foster closer collaboration among legal professionals and the legaltech 
community to co-create win-win solutions. For those who have not joined the 
LegalTech GoWhere community or any of the events, I strongly encourage 
you to do so as we have a strong line-up of high‑cadence events where you 
can connect, innovate and discuss the future of legaltech with fellow legaltech 
enthusiasts. 

 
14. SOLID marks the Ministry of Law’s next wave of initiatives. Through SOLID in 

collaboration with SMU’s Centre for Digital Law, we aim to strengthen Singapore’s 
existing legal data infrastructure and drive further innovation in the legaltech space. 
 

15. As Singapore’s first comprehensive open-source database of structured legal data 
on Singapore’s cases, statutes, courts and legal scholarship, SOLID will:  

 
a. Enable rigorous computational and empirical studies of Singapore law by both 

local and international scholars; 
 

b. Support the development and evaluation of legaltech and AI systems; and 
 
c. Position Singapore’s legal sector as a leader in technology innovation. 
 

16. I understand SMU will also make use of modern technologies, including large 
language models to facilitate data extraction, and develop SOLID as a next-
generation database. 
 

17. The vision for SOLID is ambitious and it cannot be done in-silo. Involvement and 
support from legal practitioners, academia, technologists and the Government is 
essential to making SOLID a database that serves the diverse needs of Singapore’s 
legal community and beyond. The Ministry of Law is thus leading the charge by 
collaborating with SMU’s Centre for Digital Law to support SOLID’s development, 
and to demonstrate our commitment to developing the legaltech ecosystem for the 
future. 
 

Closing 
 
18. To conclude, let me close with a call to action, and join SMU in inviting all of you to 

actively participate in SOLID’s development and use, whether as collaborators, 
partners, advisors, or early adopters. The success of SOLID and how it will be 
shaped depends very much on involvement from across the entire legal industry, 
including all of us gathered here today. 

 
19. I encourage all of us to use this event as a platform to share your ideas, challenge 

existing assumptions, and help contribute to building SOLID as a database that 
reflects the needs and aspirations of Singapore’s future legal data infrastructure. 



 
20. On that note, I look forward to working with all of you as we embark on this exciting 

journey, and I wish you a meaningful and productive morning ahead. 
 

21. Thank you.  


