
 
 

SMU’s New Longevity Institute Turns to Vietnam for First Regional 

Partnership 
Collaboration with VAMBRA will strengthen digital health and workforce capabilities in Vietnam, while 

drawing on Singapore Life Panel insights to advance longevity solutions across Asia 

 

Singapore, 29 May 2026 – Singapore Management University’s (SMU) Longevity Societies and 

Economies Institute (LSEI) today signed a landmark research and education Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with the Vietnam Association of Medical Biological Research and 

Application (VAMBRA) – the first major regional collaboration for the institute since its launch in April 

this year. The MOU was signed by Dr Cheong Wei Yang, SMU Vice Provost for Strategic Research 

Partnerships and Interim Co-Director of LSEI, and Mr Nguyen Ngoc Huan, Chairman of VAMBRA.  

 

Formalised in the presence of Mr To Lam - General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 14th 

Party Congress, President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam during his official visit to Singapore, 

the partnership reflects the importance both governments place on longevity as a strategic priority. This 

collaboration aims to help Vietnam optimise its ‘Longevity Dividend’ – the economic and social gains 

for societies that prepare well for an ageing population rather than being overwhelmed by it.  

 

Under the five-year MOU, LSEI and VAMBRA, together with its network of member organisations, will 

collaborate on deploying digital and assistive health technologies tailored to the needs of Vietnamese 

seniors, informed by LSEI's research into what older adults need to live healthier and more purposeful 

lives. The partnership will also serve as a learning opportunity for LSEI: by piloting technologies within 

Vietnam's cultural and social context with the aim of deepening understanding of what works for ageing 

populations across Asia's diverse cultural landscape.  

 

The collaboration supports LSEI’s role as a regional platform for longevity research and innovation in 

Asia. By drawing on global best practices in age-friendly cities, workforce and retirement policy, and the 

shift towards a multi-stage life economy, LSEI aims to turn international insights into practical solutions 

for Asian urban societies. 

 

Vietnam faces one of the most rapid demographic shifts in Southeast Asia. The country’s population 

aged 65 and above is projected to more than double over the next two decades, from 9.3 million today 

to 20.5 million by 2044. Vietnam is on track to formally enter the ’aged society’ threshold in 2034, when 

those aged 65 and above hits over 14 per cent, and become a ’super-aged’ nation by 20501. The 

partnership between LSEI and VAMBRA comes eight years ahead of that milestone, at a critical window 

when the right and sustainable interventions can still shape the trajectory. 

 

Vietnam is not alone in this challenge. Longevity has become a defining policy challenge across Asia, 

and it is against this shared regional backdrop that SMU launched LSEI. This SMU interdisciplinary 

institute is the first in the region dedicated to developing evidence-based longevity research that 

integrates health and care perspectives with economics and labour productivity in a systems 

perspective, and to measure outcomes from the perspective of holistic well-being and economic 

sustainability.  

 

 
1 Viet Nam Population Projections, 2024-2074, National Statistics Office of Viet Nam, December 2025. Prepared in 
collaboration with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). 

https://www.nso.gov.vn/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Du-bao-dan-so-eg-ch-lan-gui-lai.pdf


 
 
The collaboration will support Vietnamese health system leaders, policymakers and healthcare 

professionals through executive development programmes and AI/data analytics workshops. These will 

cover new longevity frameworks, including the “Multi-Stage Life” model, and equip participants with 

tools to better predict and personalise senior care. LSEI will also train Vietnamese researchers in the 

methodology underpinning the Singapore Life Panel to analyse Vietnam's ageing and financial security 

trends. Plans for knowledge exchange, visiting scholar programmes and community-level ’Longevity 

Literacy’ outreach round out the collaboration, with VAMBRA also potentially playing a wider role in 

scaling the partnership's reach across ASEAN and the Asia-Pacific. 

 

Dr Cheong Wei Yang, SMU Vice Provost for Strategic Research Partnerships, said: “LSEI aims to seize 

the opportunities arising from longer life expectancies across Singapore and Asian cities. Through this 

partnership with VAMBRA, we look forward to working closely with the Vietnamese ecosystem to 

deepen our understanding of the needs, aspirations and cultural contexts of Vietnamese seniors. These 

insights will help inform the development and pilot deployment of technologies that can support healthier 

ageing, purposeful engagement and holistic well-being.”  

 

Mr Nguyen Huan, Chairman of VAMBRA, said: “This program marks a meaningful continuation of the 

initiatives championed by Mdm Nguyen Hong Suong, Advisor to the Chairman of VAMBRA. Partnering 

with LSEI at this pivotal moment allows us to take a proactive approach toward securing a sustainable 

future for our aging society. By combining SMU's world-class research with VAMBRA’s network and 

key member organizations like VietHealth, we can effectively equip our healthcare professionals and 

policymakers with advanced tools like AI analytics and the 'Multi-Stage Life' framework. This 

collaboration will allow us to localise innovative digital health technologies and training methodologies 

to fit Vietnam's unique cultural context. Ultimately, our goal is to successfully unlock the 'Longevity 

Dividend' and ensure a healthier, more purposeful quality of life for seniors in Vietnam and across the 

broader ASEAN region.” 

 

LSEI builds on SMU's existing strengths in ageing research, including the Centre for Research on 

Successful Ageing (ROSA) and the Singapore Life Panel, one of the world's leading high-frequency 

panel surveys tracking financial and well-being outcomes across the lifespan. The VAMBRA 

collaboration marks LSEI's first step in translating its research foundation into applied partnerships 

across Asia. 

 

The partnership supports SMU’s broader impact agenda under its SMU2030 vision, including the 

strategic priorities of Digital Transformation, Sustainable Living and Growth in Asia. Through this 

collaboration, SMU is committed to supporting education and research, expanding learning 

opportunities to address societal challenges, enabling knowledge transfer to benefit society, driving 

innovation and creating real-world impact. For more information on SMU’s impact agenda, visit 

SMU2030 | Singapore Management University (SMU).  

### 

 

 

 

About SMU 

 

A premier university in Asia, SMU is internationally recognised for its world-class research and distinguished 

teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s mission is to generate leading-edge research with global impact and to 

https://www.smu.edu.sg/about/smu2030


 
 
produce broad-based, creative, and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU’s education 

is known for its highly interactive, collaborative, and project-based approach to learning. 

 

Home to over 13,000 students across undergraduate, postgraduate professional and postgraduate research 

programmes, SMU comprises eight schools: School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, School 

of Economics, School of Computing and Information Systems, Yong Pung How School of Law, School of Social 

Sciences, College of Integrative Studies, and College of Graduate Research Studies. SMU offers a wide range of 

bachelors', masters', and PhD degree programmes in the disciplinary areas associated with its schools, as well as 

in multidisciplinary combinations of these areas. 

  

SMU emphasises rigorous, high-impact, multi- and interdisciplinary research that addresses Asian issues of global 

relevance. SMU faculty members collaborate with leading international researchers and universities around the 

world, as well as with partners in the business community and public sector. SMU’s city campus is a modern facility 

located in the heart of downtown Singapore, fostering strategic linkages with business, government, and the wider 

community. www.smu.edu.sg 

 

About SMU Longevity Societies and Economies Institute (LSEI) 

 

The Longevity Societies and Economies Institute (LSEI) is a university-level research institute at Singapore 

Management University (SMU). LSEI studies how longer life expectancy affects societies and economies, including 

work, retirement, health, financial security, and community life. It brings together researchers from across SMU’s 

Schools and Colleges to examine these issues from both economic and social perspectives. Based in Singapore 

and focused on the Asia-Pacific context, LSEI research will support public policy, planning, and decision-making 

in response to longer lives. https://longevity.smu.edu.sg/  

 

About Vietnam Association of Medical Biological Research and Application. (VAMBRA) 

 

VAMBRA is a prominent nationwide social-professional organization that plays a pivotal role in advancing 

Vietnam's biomedical technology (bio-med tech) sector. Dedicated to fostering a comprehensive and sustainable 

innovation ecosystem, the organization acts as a unified platform that connects experts, institutions, and key 

stakeholders across the country to drive technological progress. 

 

At the heart of VAMBRA’s mission is the strategic integration of scientific research and professional training into its 

core initiatives. By promoting impactful research projects and delivering high-quality training programs, the 

organization aims to build a strong foundation for knowledge exchange and human resource development. Through 

these diverse activities, alongside technology transfer, VAMBRA is committed to elevating the standards of the 

domestic bio-med tech landscape and contributing to the long-term development of the nation's healthcare and 

science sectors. 

 

About The Victory Global Group  

 

The VGG is a private investment firm deeply involved in healthcare, deep tech, AI in healthcare and food 

technology. The objective is to develop a platform which integrates Science, Technology, Education and the Socio-

Economic ecosystem. Most of all, the company looks to develop innovative solutions to sustainable finance across 

generations. 
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