
THESingaporeManagementUniver-
sity’s InstituteofInnovationandEn-
trepreneurship(SMUIIE)onMonday
(Sep 29) announced the launch of a
new accelerator programme set to
scaleandanchorsolutionsintheur-
ban solutions and sustainability
(USS) space.

Thisisthefirstglobalaccelerator
inSingaporefocusedonaddressing
USS-related issues; the 12-month
hybrid, non-residential pro-
gramme, hosted by SMU IIE, is open
toeligiblestartupsglobally.

The programme, Urban SustaIn-
novator (USI), was conceived as the

flagship initiative of the 12th Lee
Kuan Yew Global Business Plan
Competition, a biennial university
startup competition, which will
serveasakeytalentpipelinefor the
USI.

The competition has attracted
1,572 applications from 91 coun-
tries this year. From this pool, 60
global finalists are competing for
S$2.5 million in cash from leading
partners such as Antler and Indora-
ma Ventures, as well as returning
partnerssuchasSinoGroup.

The zero-equity and zero-fee
programme is supported by a con-
sortium of public and private insti-
tutions, including the Agency for
Science, Technology and Research,

Antler, Building and Construction
Authority, ST Engineering and The
GearbyKajima.

How itworks

Each startup in the USI will receive
dedicated one-to-one mentorship,
with a lead mentor assigned from a
consortium of business, scientific
and government leaders, ensuring
continuityandtailoredguidance.

SMU IIE works closely with the
leadmentor tocurateadvisorypan-
el sessions that address the unique
needsofeachstartup.

The startups will also benefit
from“closepeerlearning”througha
communitythatconnectsfounders,
mentors and partners, fostering

knowledge sharing and collabora-
tion, according to a Monday release
fromSMU.

Theprogrammeprovidespracti-
cal support for growth, including
fundraising guidance, industry in-
troductions and hiring assistance,
as well as pathways for lab valida-
tion and accreditation for fast-
trackedcommercialisation.

Participants can expand their
networks across Asia via SMU’s
Overseas Centres and events such
as mixers, social gatherings and an
annual signature meet, for greater
exposure.

TheUSIissaidtoestablishacircle
ofhigh-potentialdeep-techstartups
with solutions at the intersection of

urban sustainability, technology
and business from universities
around the world, according to Pro-
fessorLimSunSun,SMU’svice-pres-
ident for partnerships and engage-
ment, who is also chair of the USI
ProgrammeManagementCouncil.

She noted that the USI comple-
ments national initiatives such as
the National Graduate Research In-
novationProgramme.

“Bridging global startup talent to
Singapore’secosystemcanbothcat-
alyse revolutionary solutions for a
more equitable, sustainable future,
and greatly boost knowledge and
skills transfer for our local work-
force,” sheadded.

Singapore ranked fourth in the
2025 Global Startup Ecosystem In-
dex by StartupBlink, moving up 12
placessince2020.TheRepublicalso
commands nearly 60 per cent of
South-east Asia’s venture capital
deal flow.
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