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ASSET manager Keppel, Singapore
Management University (SMU)
president Lily Kong and Edible Gar-
den City co-founder Bjorn Low
clinched top honours at this year’s
edition of the Sustainability Impact
Awards. They were among the 11
winners at the event held on Thurs-
day (Sep 25).

In their third year, the awards
are organised by The Business
Times and UOB. The ceremony was
held at the Pan Pacific Orchard,
with Minister for National Develop-
ment Chee Hong Tat as the guest of
honour.

The awards “shine a spotlight on
individuals and enterprises who
are going above and beyond to
embed sustainability into their
work, and who are paving the way
towards a greener and more sus-
tainable future for Singapore”, he
said.

Keppel clinched the Impact En-
terprise of the Year award in the
large enterprise category, for rid-
ing green trends as part of its busi-
ness transformation.

The company has embarked on
clean energy import projects and is

building Singapore’s first hydro-
gen-compatible power plant. It is
also developing a floating data cen-
tre that uses seawater for cooling.

In the real estate sector, Keppel
is rolling out sustainable urban-re-
newal solutions to make older
commercial buildings more eco-
friendly while enhancing their val-
ue, its chief executive Loh Chin Hua
noted in his acceptance speech.

The award “is an affirmation of
our commitment to making a posi-
tive impact on sustainability, in-
cluding both running our business
responsibly, and making sustaina-
bility our business through the so-
lutions we provide”, he said.

Loh pledged that the company
would continue to contribute to-
wards Singapore’s Green Plan 2030
and the United Nations’ Sustaina-
ble Development Goals.

Four companies in the large en-
terprise category received the Im-
pact Enterprise Excellence Award.
They were ComfortDelGro, Fair-
Price Group, The Ascott Ltd and
UOL Group-Pan Pacific Hotels
Group.

These winners “show that scale
can be a force for good”, said Chee.
“By embedding sustainability
across their operations and value
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chains, they create ripple effects
across their industries,” he added.

In the individual category, Pro-
fessor Kong and Low were named
Impact Leaders of the Year.

Prof Kong made sustainability a
priority at SMU, advocated for
mandatory sustainability educa-
tion there, and played a key role in
establishing the Singapore Green
Finance Centre and SMU Urban In-

stitute. In her speech, she noted
that it takes an “ecosystem ap-
proach” to tackle biodiversity loss,
poverty and inequality, and cli-
mate events.

“l am here tonight because dif-
ferent parts of my university eco-
system were aligned in achieving
sustainability, or at least pursuing
sustainability as a priority,” she
said.

“We adopted scientific and tech-
nological know-how to improve
our campus operations for sustain-
ability, but we also focused on the
art of inculcating sustainability lit-
eracy and values, and building an
aligned community.”

Low champions urban agricul-
ture and food sovereignty, and has
led more than 280 urban farming
installations. He has showcased
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Singapore’s urban-farming model
on the global stage, through events
such as the Expo 2020 Dubai.

He believes that the next chap-
ter of sustainability would com-
prise cities designed as “regenera-
tive foodscapes”.

“This award is not the end of the
story; it’'s encouragement to keep
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going. To imagine a Singapore, and
perhaps one day many other cities,
where food, care and community
are rooted in the very fabric of ur-
ban life,” he said in his speech.

Two other sustainability advo-
cates were recognised with Indi-
vidual Excellence Awards.

They were Jeremy Lee, founder
and CEO of eco-cleaning solutions
company SimplyGood, and Beh
Siew Kim, chief financial and sus-
tainability officer for lodging at
CapitaLand Investment; she is also
managing director for Japan and
South Korea at The Ascott Ltd.

In the small and medium-sized
enterprise (SME) category, innova-
tors Pollen Tech and WeavInsight
were presented the Impact Enter-
prise Excellence Award.

Pollen runs Asia’s first excess in-
ventory liquidation operating sys-
tem, which helps brands recover
costs from excess inventory.

Weavinsight uses cutting-edge
technology to help companies
bridge the data gap in pursuing
sustainability. For instance, its
tools help to lower energy con-
sumption in buildings, greening
the real estate sector.

Winners in the category for
SMEs found creative ways to inno-
vate and demonstrate that “size is
no barrier to (make an) impact”,
noted Chee.

Likewise, the individual cham-
pions inspire their communities to
do more for the environment,
“demonstrating that larger shifts

Minister for National Development Chee Hong Tat (left) with Loh Chin
Hua, CEO of Keppel, winner of Impact Enterprise of the Year (Large
Enterprise). PHOTO: YEN MENG JIIN, BT

are often built up over time from
small changes, one step at a time”,
said the minister. Chee added that
Singapore has set an ambitious tar-
get to hit net-zero emissions by
2050. This will require strong part-
nerships across the public, private
and people sectors.

“The government is committed
to continue helping businesses
and individuals tackle sustainabil-
ity challenges, by making it easier
to adopt green solutions and for
companies and individuals to ben-
efit from their investments.”

One solution is the Green Mark
certification scheme, which guides
building owners on sustainability.
Another is the Green Mark Incen-
tive Scheme for Existing Buildings
2.0, which supports building own-

ers in improving energy efficiency.
Both are administered by the Build-
ing and Construction Authority.

“Through such initiatives, we
want to ensure that sustainability
is not just an expenditure, but is al-
so an opportunity,” said Chee.

Wee Ee Cheong, CEO of the
awards’ co-organiser UOB, said
that the bank wants to build a sus-
tainable future “by doing right by
our customers and communities”.

Chen Huifen, the editor of BT,
said the awards represent the pa-
per’s commitment to “recognise in-
dividuals and businesses that are
not only driving economic value,
but also advancing sustainability
and contributing significantly to
environmental and societal well-
being”.
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