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SMU enhances financial assistance scheme, easing application criteria; Over 3000 students expected to benefit annually 

In order to support more students from lower-income families, SMU will enhance its financial assistance scheme in the new academic year 
(AY). The enhanced scheme is expected to benefit over 3,000 students annually, a significant increase compared to the 200 students who 
qualified since the scheme was introduced in 2017. 

Named SMU Access Plus, the enhanced scheme raises the per capita income (PCI) criteria from S$750 to S$1,100 and removes the previous 
housing criteria of 3-room or below. In other words, SMU students who are Singapore citizens with PCI below S$1,100 will have their tuition 
fees fully covered, regardless of their housing type. The scheme will cover any remaining tuition fees after accounting for other scholarships 
and grants. Additionally, students with PCI  below S$750 will also receive an annual living subsidy of S$4,000. 

Furthermore, from AY2026, all undergraduate with PCI below S$2,500 per month, regardless of nationality, will be eligible for a global 
experience grant of S$4,000 over four years, or S$1,000 per year. This grant will reduce the financial burden for students who participate in 
overseas exposure activities. 

SMU President Prof Lily Kong announced this news at the University’s 25th Patron’s Day dinner. 

Prof Lily Kong said, beyond full tuition coverage, we will now extend additional support to students from lower-income families, enabling them 
to augment their living allowance as well as to support global experience through SMU programmes. This reaffirms our commitment to 
ensuring that financial challenges do not stand in the way of deserving students pursuing their education. 

In an interview with Lianhe Zaobao and The Straits Times, Prof Lily Kong emphasised the significance of overseas experiences for students.  

SMU is the only local university that has made overseas exposure a graduation requirement 

SMU is the first and currently the only university in Singapore to make global exposure a graduation requirement. Prof Kong pointed out that 
for university students, global exposure programmes offer not only opportunities to build networks but also the chance to broaden their 
horizons and discover new development opportunities. 

She pointed out that through overseas exposure, undergraduates can foster international networks, broadens horizons, and opens doors to 
new possibilities. 

“Through these opportunities, students build independence, empathy, adaptability, and critical soft skills such as communication and 
teamwork. These qualities build character and equip our students to navigate and excel in an increasingly competitive workplace. Such 
opportunities for global exposure should be accessible to every student… That is why we continue to enhance the SMU Access scheme to 
support and enable their global experience, ensuring that no one is left behind." 

Reflecting on SMU’s 25-year journey, Prof Kong believes the university's key qualities can be summarised as innovation, agility and impact. 

She added that feedback from students and alumni underscores how SMU’s innovative and flexible education has led to transformative 
changes in their learning and growth. SMU is also the first local university to require all students to participate in community service and 
internship. 

SMU offers over 45% of SkillsFuture courses among all autonomous universities (AU) in Singapore 

In continuing education and professional training space, SMU offers more than 45% of the SkillsFuture courses amongst all local AUs, its 
relevance is the result of the high relevance of its programmes. Furthermore, Prof Lily Kong highlighted that SMU has made significant 
contribution in research and societal impact.  

Prof Kong noted that although SMU has a relatively short history, from the onset the University has distinguished itself by nurturing a unique 
type of graduates. She acknowledged that compared to other larger universities, SMU's medium size allows it to remain agile and adaptable. 
The University has also consciously fostered a culture of innovation, such as through cross-departmental collaboration projects that help 
faculty and staff understand different perspectives, preventing silos. 

On Friday, SMU unveiled its refreshed vision and mission statements in the presence of the Guest of Honor, President Tharman 
Shanmugaratnum. 

Looking ahead, Prof Kong emphasised that the University will continue to enhance the agility and innovative spirit that have become integral to 
its DNA. SMU aspires to become a leading city university rooted in Asia and with a global outlook. The University also aims to drive innovation, 
transcend boundaries, and transform lives at the nexus of management, social sciences, and technology. 

The University will implement its vision through various initiatives. In undergraduate education, SMU has consistently demonstrated a 
pioneering spirit in its curricular and co-curricular programmes. For example, the College of Integrative Studies established in 2022 allows 
students to create their own majors. To further nurture students' self-directedness and ability to become future change-makers, SMU will offer 
a series of electives that will support students in developing and scaling their own start-ups, as well as in designing their own work-study 
programme tailored to their interests and goals. Postgraduate students will enjoy greater flexibility, including being able to tag on tracks from 
other interdisciplinary programmes onto their main Masters degree.  

Moreover, SMU plans to further emphasise community service and encourage students to reflect on the purpose and impact of their service. 
The University will also enhance its core curriculum with more focus on Asia, so as to strengthen students' ability to connect with the region. 

SMU second-year business management student Gerald Boo Jian Long (25 years old) is a beneficiary of the current SMU Access scheme. As 
an only child whose father passed away 18 years ago, and with his mother working as a canteen assistant, Gerald shared that he would have 
had to take on more part-time work alongside his studies, if not for this financial assistance scheme. 

“I am immensely grateful for this programme, which ensures that everyone, regardless of financial backgrounds, can have the opportunity to 
pursue our desired field of study…. Such programmes help to ease the financial pressures on students and to allow them to unlock their full 
potential,” he said. 
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