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SMU launches Urban Institute to explore sustainable development solutions 

Reporter: An Shiyi 
Photo caption: Ms Sim Ann, Senior Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and National Development attended 
the launch of SMU’s Urban Institute. Assoc Prof Orlando Woods, Director of SMU Urban Institute (from left); 
Prof Timothy Clarke, Provost of SMU; Mr Piyush Gupta, SMU Chairman; Prof Lily Kong, President of SMU 
and Prof Acharn Misra, Vice Provost (Research) of SMU. (ST PHOTO) 

As Asian cities urbanise, urban policy-makers need to balance urban growth with 
resilience and sustainability. Singapore Management University (SMU) has established 
an Urban Institute (UI) to explore sustainable development solutions, paying particular 
attention to the development of urban infrastructure. 

SMU announced on 17 Jan (Wed) the establishment of Urban Institute which focused on 
the study of Asian cities. 

This institute will craft a multi- and interdisciplinary research agenda organised around 
the key themes of Urban Infrastructure, Urban Growth and Urban Life. The research 
institute will look beyond the development of infrastructure, and consider as well the 
socio-cultural aspects of urbanisation, and the balance between urban growth and 
sustainability.  

Mr. Piyush Gupta, SMU Chairman pointed out that city developments faced numerous 
challenges, from demographic shifts due to migration to the rising demand for access to 
education and jobs. The juxtaposition of old and new city-making practices also adds an 
additional layer of complexity. The Urban Institute will promote applied research that 
addresses societal problems by creating a platform for urban planners, designers, 
economists, social scientists, and policymakers to come together and collaboratively 
explore solutions.  

Spanning urban geography, urban and behavioural economics, public policy, operations 
management and geospatial data analytics, UI will consolidate SMU’s existing urban-
related research and generate new research directions. SMU President Professor Lily 
Kong said, the Institute’s establishment extends beyond the confines of single disciplines 
and to forge collaborative multi- and interdisciplinary research, providing solutions for 
urban planning and development for Asia cities. 

Sim Ann: Learn from excellent solutions 
Promote exchanges with neighbouring countries 

At the same event, SMU also inked a Memorandum of Understanding with Thailand’s 
Thammasat University’s Design School. Under the partnership agreement, SMU and 



Thammasat have agreed to facilitate the exchange of data, documentation and research 
materials; the exchange of students and researchers; as well as the joint organisation of 
seminars and symposiums. Looking ahead, SMU hopes to develop more partnerships 
with stakeholders in Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and beyond.  

In her speech, Senior Minister of State for National Development and Foreign Affairs, Ms 
Sim Ann pointed out that urban planning and design in Singapore must consider the 
impact of climate change, ageing infrastructure, and limited land resources, among other 
factors, there is also benefit in having deeper and broader conversations and 
collaboration, among cities, as Singapore can learn and adapt good practices from others. 

She said, in the early days of Singapore’s independence, Singapore experienced a series 
of urban challenges, such as overcrowding, traffic congestion, environmental pollution, 
floods, and water shortages. Singapore's solutions can also provide lessons for other 
cities facing similar problems. 

SMS Sim said, “SMU’s Urban Institute will play an important role in promoting the exchange 
of experience and research between Singapore and our regional neighbours, and in helping 
policymakers and practitioners create a better built environment for all.”  




