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By Low Yu Ling 
 
Singapore Management University will continue to ‘double down’ on its focus on applied research. It also plans to set up a new research institute in the next 
six months to promote interdisciplinary research and explore using interdisciplinary knowledge to address real-world problems faced by society. 
 
Speaking with the press on Thursday (August 10), SMU Board of Trustees Chairman, Mr Piyush Gupta, shared the key plans of the University. Mr Gupta is 
also the Group CEO of DBS. He took over from Ho Kwon Ping as SMU Chairman on January 12 this year. 
 
Continue existing basic research while advancing applied research 
 
In the last 100 years, performance assessment tends to focus on basic research, and the number of academic citations and journal publications, said Mr 
Gupta. He believes that while academic and basic research are important, we should also discuss how to change the rubric for what defines success for 
researchers, professors and universities. 
 
Therefore, in addition to continuing the existing work on basic research, SMU will focus on advancing applied research, so as to create solutions for society. 
The University will set up a new research institute within six months, with a focus on interdisciplinary applied research to tackle social, management and 
technological challenges in urban transformation. 
 
To this end, SMU has created the position of Vice Provost (Strategic Research Partnerships), and appointed Dr Cheong Wei Yang, who is also Senior 
Advisor (Health Economics) at the Ministry of Health. He will work with SMU faculty across the University to strengthen external research collaborations, and 
develop strategic research grant proposals to help SMU integrate into the local ecosystem of public agencies and research institutions. 
 
Mr Gupta said, "SMU will continue to leverage its city university advantage to have more interactions with society, enterprises and the region, and develop 
students who are capable of driving change and making an impact. 
 
Two more overseas centres to be set up; Becoming a quintessential Asian university 
 
He also hopes that SMU will become a ‘quintessential Asian university’. 
 
To realise this vision, SMU established its first overseas centre in Jakarta, Indonesia, last December, and will set up two more in Bangkok, Thailand, and Ho 
Chi Minh City, Vietnam, in October and November respectively. 
 
These centres serve to deepen the partnerships between SMU and its academic, educational and industry partners in the region, attract more people to take 
up SMU's courses, and provide students and faculty with more opportunities for overseas internships and research, and in doing so, drive the creation of 
more Asia-centric solutions. 
 
Mr Gupta emphasised that the University must strengthen its interdisciplinary education in order to cultivate students who can integrate interdisciplinary 
knowledge. To this end, SMU will continue to inspire students to formulate solutions to practical problems by enhancing its SMU-X courses and providing 
students with more internship opportunities. 
 
Last year, the University announced the establishment of a new College of Integrative Studies, and introduced a system where students can defer the 
declaration of their degrees as well as individualise their majors. Mr Gupta shared that the new College has received overwhelming response and was eight 
times oversubscribed. More than 100 students will join its inaugural intake and begin their academic year from mid-August. 
 
Introducing new Master of Sustainability and 2nd Major in Sustainable Societies 
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In terms of promoting sustainability education, SMU is introducing a new Master of Sustainability programme, which will inculcate crucial skills in the areas of 
sustainability reporting, systems thinking and collaborative governance. The University also offers a second major in Sustainable Societies, which aims to 
develop in students the skillsets for future ‘green jobs’ across industries and sectors. 
 
Mr Gupta believes that universities can play an important role in the face of global challenges brought about by climate change, technological advances such 
as artificial intelligence, as well as the complex geopolitical environment. Universities must evolve from being ‘price takers’ to ‘pace makers’ and proactively 
think about how to shape the future world. 
 
SMU’s ability to create impact and strong adaptability are reasons why Gupta chose to join 
 
Asked why he joined SMU, Mr Gupta said he had been looking for a platform for impact, and found in SMU the same defining characteristics as he did in 
Singapore and DBS.  
 
“We’re big enough to have some heft, some resources and some clout, but we’re small enough to not be caught up with orthodoxies, so you can be nimble 
and adaptable and still can punch above your weight,” he said.  
 
Photo caption: Chairman of SMU Board of Trustees, Mr Piyush Gupta (first from the right), said that SMU will further strengthen interdisciplinary learning in 

order to nurture students who can integrate interdisciplinary knowledge and have the ability to make an impact. (Photo by SMU) 
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