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Nandita’s more than just a pretty face

Miss Universe
Singapore hopes to use
her position to push
racial harmony agenda

) SAMUELDEVARAJ

Winning a pageant takes more
than surface-level beauty, and
the newly crowned winner of
Miss Universe Singapore (MUS)
2021is testament to that.

MissNandita Banna backs up
her victory with strong educa-
tion credentials, high career
ambitions and a deep sense of
social justice.

She attended Raffles Girls’
School and Raffles Institution
andiscurrently a third- yeardou-
ble degree student at Singapore
Management University , major-
inginbusinessmanagementand
information systems (business
analytics).

The 21-year-old undergrad
told The New Paper that it is
important not to pigeonhole
women, saying: “Just because
someone is beautiful does not
mean she is not going to be
smart, or if she goes toa good
school that she will not focus on
interests outside of it.”

She added: “Most women
nowadays are well-rounded
individuals, and we are inter-
ested in our education and fur-
thering our careers, but we also
havecreative outlets.

“For me, it is modelling and
dance. For others, it could be
music or painting. We are

Undergrad Nandita Banna, who is 1.76m tall and has been modelling professionally,
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was crowned Miss Universe Singapore 2021 on Sept 17. PHOTOS: RICHARD CHEN, HANS GOH

multi-faceted individuals and
we shouldn’t be judged on only
theone ortwothingsweareseen
doing.”

Miss Nandita, who is 1.76m
talland has been modelling pro-
fessionallysince2017, neverhar-
boured any ambitions onjoining
apageantbutdidsoat theurging

of her modelling agent.

“The typical image of a
pageant girl - great smile, beau-
tiful hair - I didn’t think I had
any of that,” she said.

“But I signed up to push
myself, try something new and
buildmy confidence.”

She juggled preparing for

MUS with school and an intern-
ship with a data analytics firm.
Her efforts culminated in her
crowning moment on Sept17.

Miss Nandita, who hopes to
haveacareerinafield thatcom-
bines data analytics and urban
planning, said she felt honoured
tobebestowed the MUS title.

“Itiseasy toassumeapageant
is just about beautiful girls in
swimsuitsand towriteit off. But
Miss Universe has come a long
way from that, and it now
embraces people of various
colours and body shapes and
alsotransgender women.

“Itgivestheplatformforpar-
ticipants to change the percep-
tion of what beauty can be and
an opportunity forustostandup
forcauseswebelievein.”

One of those causes for Miss
Nanditaisracialharmonyin Sin-
gapore.

Miss Nandita, whose parents
came to Singapore from India
before shewasborn, was deeply
affected when a slew of race-
relatedincidents made the news

earlier this year, including the
one involving a lecturer who
accosted aninterracial couple in
public.

Though she has never been a
victim of any outright and egre-
gious acts of racism, she has
experienced casual racism
before, including comments
that shelooked “beautiful for an
Indian”, being teased about her
accent and being asked if she
really was a Singaporean.

Miss Nandita said: “I hope I
can use my position to remind
peopletoembracediversity,and
that we wouldn’t be here if not
forthecontribution of the differ-
entcommunities.”

Ensuring racist incidents are
highlighted and organisingcom-
munity eventstobring people of
different backgrounds together
are some of the ways she hopes
to use her title to further the
cause.

For now, she is gearing up to
represent Singapore at the 70th
Miss Universe competition in
Eilat, Israel, in December.

She said: “I am a bit nervous
going up against women from
countries that have strong
pageant cultures, and many of
them are much more experi-
enced than me. But I have faith
in myself that Iwill be well pre-
pared toat least give them good
competition.

“Also, it has been so long
sinceI travelled, and Iam look-
ing forward to visiting a place I
haveneverbeenbefore.”
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