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Remarks by SMU President Prof Lily Kong
at the Official Launch of SMU China
22 October 2026, 6.50pm, Raffles Hotel Shenzhen

Senior Minister of State Ms Low Yen Ling

Consul-General Ms Cindy Wee

Chairman Piyush Gupta and members of the SMU Board of Trustees

Council Chair Mr Daryl Ng and members of our International Advisory Council China

Our partners, our alumni, and the SMU family from Singapore, China and around the world

Good evening! 3k B FTUMPUBRYAR A, WA EKEIRII,

| am a geographer by training, and | have spent much of my working life studying how cities

grow and change. So, it is a particular pleasure to be in Shenzhen.

Many of you know the remarkable story of this city far better than | do. But one detail has
stayed with me. When the Special Economic Zone was established in 1980, Shenzhen had
two parks. Today it has more than 1,300. A city that has grown so quickly has also chosen to
make room for its people to gather, to rest and to breathe. That tells us something about the

kind of growth a place values.

SMU Chairman has spoken about why SMU needs to be here. Let me say a little about what

our presence will mean in practice, and what we hope it will make possible.

We do not arrive as strangers. About 7,000 of our alumni are from China. Zhejiang University
and Fudan University are among our strategic partners. Here in Shenzhen, we already run
joint Doctor of Business Administration programmes with Peking University HSBC Business
School and, more recently The Chinese University of Hong Kong-Shenzhen. We also have
broader partnerships with Shenzhen Technology University, CUHK-Shenzhen Research
Institute, alongside growing engagement with other institutions in the city. About a fifth of

our Asia-focused research is on China.
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SMU China is our first centre in China. It joins our centres in Indonesia, Thailand and

Vietnam. For the first time, our regional presence reaches beyond Southeast Asia.

SMU brings together management, the social sciences and technology. What we care about
most is preparing people who are Asia-ready: who do not simply know about Asia, but can
work across it, understanding its markets, its systems and its people. The Greater Bay Area
needs such talent, and so does Southeast Asia. That is why we have come to Shenzhen, and

why we intend to stay for the long term.

When generative Al arrived, SMU chose from the start not to ban it, but to help our students
use it well, because we knew both learning and work had changed. Today, our Resilient
Workforces Institute studies how Al is reshaping jobs and skills, in Singapore and across the

region. We have also developed a university-wide strategy for Al in education.

What will SMU China do? | would put it in three words: connect, create and contribute.

First, connect. Many Chinese enterprises are now looking to Southeast Asia, and many
Southeast Asian businesses are looking to China, and to the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao
Greater Bay Area in particular. A university can help people on both sides understand each
other's markets, systems and ways of working. And, we have already begun. Earlier this year,
SMU Thailand welcomed business leaders from Shenzhen, participants in our joint doctoral

programme with Peking University, to learn first-hand about the Thai economy.

With SMU China, an organisation here thinking about Southeast Asia, or one in Southeast
Asia exploring China, can work with SMU on both ends. The partnerships we are building
here should help turn those connections into internships, jobs, professional learning and

executive development, business relationships and learning opportunities.

Second, create. For students, at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels, Shenzhen
offers something a classroom cannot: the chance to understand China from within China.
Since 2011, more than 850 students have undertaken internships with over 350 companies

in China, including BYD, Tencent, Huawei and DJI. We want more students to spend time
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working here, and to return home not only with knowledge of China, but with relationships,

experience, business acumen and judgement.

Third, contribute. SMU brings strengths in business, law, economics, accountancy,
computing and the social sciences, and relationships across Southeast Asia built over more

than two decades. But contribution, if it is to last, runs both ways.

What we learn in Shenzhen must find its way back into our classrooms, our case studies and
our research. We already teach more than 30 case studies on Chinese enterprises. | hope
there will be many more, written with partners here. Shenzhen is an agile and innovative city
where companies turn ideas into products, and products into markets, at remarkable speed.
Students and professionals in Singapore and across Southeast Asia should learn from

Shenzhen's experience as well as our own.

So how should we judge whether SMU China is making a difference? By the impact we
create: students and professionals whose time here changes how they understand China;
faculty whose research reaches practice; Chinese and Southeast Asian organisations that
find one another through us. Those outcomes will take time. Opening an office is just an
initial step.

=R

There is a saying in this city: & 7 2R3l . SMU has come. We hope to stay, to learn,

and to grow alongside all of you.

My thanks to Senior Minister of State Low Yen Ling for joining us on this important occasion;
to our Chinese university and academic partners who have journeyed alongside us for years;
to Daryl Ng and our International Advisory Council China, for their counsel; to Consul-
General Cindy Wee and her colleagues; to our partners in Shenzhen; to our alumni in China
for their continued connection to SMU; and of course, to Victor Huang and the SMU China

team; and to colleagues across SMU who have brought us to this point.

Thank you all for being with us this evening.

-END -
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