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Welcome Remarks by SMU Chairman Piyush Gupta
at the Official Launch of SMU China
22 October 2026, 6.40pm, Raffles Hotel Shenzhen

Guest of Honour, Senior Minister of State Low Yen Ling;

Singapore Consul-General in Guangdong, Ms Cindy Wee;

SMU Board of Trustees;

Council Chair, Mr Daryl Ng, and members of the SMU International Advisory Council China;

SMU university and industry partners, donors, alumni, colleagues, students and friends:

REKHE 57!

Good evening, and a very warm welcome to the launch of SMU China — Singapore
Management University’s first overseas centre in China, right here in Shenzhen.

Today, we are not simply opening a new office. We are opening a new chapterin SMU’s

relationship with China — and in our contribution to Asia.

This is a significant moment for SMU because it brings to life a vision that has guided our

institution from the very beginning.

From the start, SMU was designed to look outward: to connect Singapore with the world

through education, impactful research, and meaningful collaboration.

The opening of SMU China here in Shenzhen is a natural expression of that founding

purpose.

Why Shenzhen, and why now?

Asia is not simply participating in the next phase of global growth. It is helping to shape it.
Across the region, economies and societies are being transformed by technology,
innovation, entrepreneurship, changing consumer behaviour, and increasingly integrated
supply chains. Universities that aspire to understand and contribute to Asia’s future must be

present where these transformations are taking place.
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Shenzhen is one such place. It is a city defined by innovation, enterprise, ambition, and
speed. It brings together world-class technology companies, pioneering research, dynamic

entrepreneurs and a remarkable spirit of experimentation.

Shenzhen is also deeply connected to the Greater Bay Area, China, and the global economy.

For SMU, this makes Shenzhen a natural base for our continued engagement with China.

Our presence here builds on real momentum. Today, we mark this commitment through the
signing of key memoranda of understanding with our strategic partners: ‘Go Global’ Global
Service Centre; Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation, CIIC
International Business Development Co. Ltd.; and The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(Shenzhen). Together, these partnerships will drive joint research, academic exchanges,
student internships and career pathways, leadership development, and cross-border

expansion for enterprises across Shenzhen and Southeast Asia.

Physical presence matters. Universities cannot fully understand changing economies and
evolving societies from a distance. Being on the ground allows us to engage directly with the
companies, entrepreneurs, policymakers, researchers, students, alumni, and communities

who are shaping the future.

It allows us to listen more closely, learn more deeply, and contribute more meaningfully.

A bridge between China and Southeast Asia
We see Shenzhen as our launchpad for deepening SMU’s engagement across China. But we

do not view Shenzhen in isolation.

The distinctive opportunity before us is to create a vibrant corridor connecting the
Shenzhen—Greater Bay Area ecosystem with Singapore and Southeast Asia. SMU China will
be a gateway into China and a bridge to Southeast Asia. It will create new opportunities for
students and alumni, faculty, researchers, businesses, and partners to collaborate across

borders and generate lasting value for our societies.
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This is what internationalisation means to SMU.

It is not simply about expanding our physical footprint. It is about being meaningfully
present where we can contribute, and where our partnerships can create genuine, long-

term impact.

We are also conscious that we are operating in an increasingly complex global environment.
Universities must remain open to international exchange while being thoughtful and

purposeful about the partnerships we build.

At SMU, our approach is grounded in trust, mutual respect, institutional responsibility, and a
shared commitment to positive impact. That is the spirit in which we are opening SMU

China.

Looking ahead
The launch of SMU China is an important pillar in SMU’s journey as a premier, Asia-focused

university. But the opening of this centre is only the beginning.

The true measure of our success will be what this centre enables: deeper exchanges,
ambitious research collaborations, stronger industry partnerships, richer learning
opportunities, and tangible benefits for Singapore, China, Southeast Asia, and beyond.
To our partners, colleagues, alumni, friends, and supporters gathered here tonight: thank

you. This centre has been made possible by your vision, generosity, and commitment.

The true character and impact of this centre will be shaped by the people it connects, the
ideas it advances and the partnerships it builds. Together, we can make it a place where
Singapore and China meet, where Southeast Asia connects with the world, and where

knowledge is translated into meaningful impact.

On behalf of SMU, | extend my deepest appreciation to everyone who has helped bring us

to this moment.
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And now, it is my distinct pleasure to invite our President, Professor Lily Kong, to share how
this vision will come to life through our students, our partnerships, and our work across

China and Southeast Asia.

Thank you very much, and welcome once again to SMU China.

-END -
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