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SIMGAPOIS-lnvoking the People's Ac­
tion Party's(PAP) "democratic social­
ist" ideaJs, Prime Minister and party 
Secretary-General Lee Hsien Loong 
yesterday exhorted members of the 
ruling party to uphold an open and 
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Analysts said the resolution is 
a sign of the PAP gearing up for 
the General.l!.'lection, which is due 
by2016. 

Ashe outlined whatitmeansto be 
"fair and just" in Singapore's "new 
phase" of development, Mr Lee an­
nounced that a PAP Seniors Group 
chaired by Speaker of Parliament 
Halimah Yacob and advised by 
Emeritus Senior MinisterGoh Cbok 
Tong has been set up to pilot new 
solutions to eldercare needs and en­
gage senior party activists to mentor 
their younger coun.terparts. 

Details of a Pioneer Generation 
Package, first announced at his Na­
tional Day Rally in August, should 
be ready by next year's Budget 
in Februar y. 

The PAP's broad goalsofbuilding 
a multi-racial society fair and just 
to all, and providing equal opportu­
nities to all Singaporeans, have not 
changed,saidMr Lee, adding that the 
party will "always stand for and de­
fend" its democratic socialist ideals. 

"They are still the right thing to 
do and I think in 20 years' time when 
we hold a party convention, l think 
these ideas will still be at the core 
of what we want to do. But what do 
these ideas mean tangibly, concrete­
ly, in this day and age?" 

The new resolution was the prod­
uct of five pre-convention sessions in­
volving more than 500 activists held 
in October and last month. The last 
resolution was adopted in 1988 and 
presented to Parliament as a Green 
Paper for debate and consultation, 
after the 1984 General Election when 
two Opposition members-Mr J B 
JeyaretnamandMrChiamSeeTong 
-were elected to Parliament. 

PAP Organising Secretary Chan 
Chun Sing noted that the convention 
could mark the midpoint between 
the 20ll General Election and the 
nert.Thepartys~d"takestock 
of our progress and chart the way 
forward", he added. 

On the timing of the resolution, 

compassionate mer itocracy, build a 
fair and just society and strengthen 
the Singaporean identity. 

Tbeaewereamoogtbekey features 
of a new resolution- the second in 
the PAP's history- adopted by more 
than 1,000 party members at the PAP 
annual convention atKallang1'heatre. 
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political analysts said it was a sign 
that the PAP was r amping up its 
preparations for the nert GE. 

"It's good to have a document to 
crystallise what they stand for," said 
Dr Gillian Koh, Senior Research Fel­
low at the Institute of Policy Studies. 
"It's also a way to ready the troops 
because they'll be in the second half 
oftbe term and they really have to get 
their engagement (with the ground) 
going and ... they must be able to tell 
the public what they stand for." 

Singapore Management Univer­
s ity law professor and Nominat­
ed Member of Parliament Eugene 
1'an said the resolution was not on­
ly a call to action to the party faith­
ful but was "very much targeted at 
Singaporeans and tbe international 
community". "The PAP seeks to im­
press upon Singaporeans that it is 
fully alive to their key concerns," said 
Associate Professor Tan, who added 
that the resolution was "a return to 
the fundamentals, in which the PAP 
seeks to position itself not just as a 
political party but as a grassroots 
movement for Singapore". 

Mr Lee, who had spoken passion­
ately about creating opportunities 
for all at the August rally, yesterday 
reiterated that an open and COOip8lr 
sionate meritocracy was about max­
imising equality of opportunity, while 
moderating inequality of outcomes. 

He said strengthening the Sin­
gaporean identity is the first item in 
the resolution "because it is that im­
portant". Adding that race and reli­
gion remain "very powerful forces", 
the Prime Minister noted that each 
community wants more of its re­
quirements to be institutionalised­
such as more Special Assistance Plan 
schools for the Chinese, donning the 
hijab for Muslim women who wear 
uniforms at work and wider use of 
Tamil in public signs for Indians. But 
there is a need to maintain common 
space even as groups are given free­
dom to practise their religions. 

Mr Lee also rallied party mem­
bers, saying that only the PAP can 
provide the national leadership 
needed to take Singapore forward. 
"Only the PAP can provide this lead­
ership - even the Opposition says, 
'Don't worry, the PAP will take care 
of everything, quite safe.'" 


