Publication: TODAY, p 26

e
p Date: 17 August 2013
h Headline: Paralympian wins silver at World Swimming C'ships
MAKING WAVES OVERSEAS

PARALYMPIAN WINS
SILVER AT WORLD
SWIMMING CSHIPS

. 2 - petitive event in the 2012 Paralym-
Slngapore S Ylp pics. The win is an encouragement
clinches medal and a sign tome that [ am still among
E: 3 the world's best paralympians.”
inwomens Held at Montreal’s Parc Jean-

Drapeau Aquatic Complex from Au
50m baCkStrOke 12 until toﬂtorrow, t}f:e IPC Worlﬁ
Swimming Championships features
ADELENE WONG more than 600 competitors from
adelenewong@mediacorp.com.sq over 50 nations.
Yip made history when she
MONTREAL - Singapore national para- achieved the Republic’s first gold
lympic swimmer Yip Pin Xiu is cre- medal and world record at the Be-
ating waves again, this time at the ijing Paralympics in 2008 in the
International Paralympic Commit- women'’s 50m backstroke (S3) witha
tee (1PC) World Swimming Champi- time of 57.92s, and later bettered her
onships in Montreal after clinching own world record at the 2009 Asian
a silver medal in the women's 50m Youth Paralympic Games with a time
backstroke yesterday. of 56.62s, which still stands today.

The 22-year-old clocked 1min She also set a world record in the
00.80secs to finish second in the women’s 50m freestyle heats in Be-
event’s S3 category — swimmers ijing with a time of 57.04s, although
are grouped according to their = h that benchmark has since been bet-

disability — behind winner Olga Thewinisan tered by Xia Jiangbo from China

Sviderska of the Ukraine, who took encourage- who clocked 48.11s in the 2012 Paral-
the goldin 57.97s, with Kazakhstan's  yhent anda ympics. The second-year student in
Zulfiya Gabidullina settling for the sign tome Singapore Management University
bronze (1:11.53). that I am stiil also holds a second world record in
“This medal is rather unexpected among the the women’s 100m backstroke (S3)
for me because I have not competed  wond'shest which she set in Berlin in 2008.
for the 50m backstroke on the world paralympi- At press time last night, Yip was
stage for some time,” Yip, who suf- p¢ scheduled to compete in the 100m

fers from muscular dystrophy, told Yio Pin X; freestyle heats (S3), and will be back
TODAY in a telephone interview, SINgAPi(;‘RE I‘::TiONAL in action this morning if she reaches  Yip made history when she achieved the Republic’s first gold medal and world record
“It was not even offered asacom-  paraLvmpicswimmer  the final. at the 2008 Beijing Paralympics in the women's 50m backstroke (53). sroro.cervimaces



