
Publication: The New Paper, p 13 
Date: 11 January 2013 
Headline: Opposition united front? It's asking for too much' 

meeting on 
March2,2Ol1, 
tocanreout 
Wr 
battlegnunds 
in the General 
ElectiOnm1, 
The part afthe 
whiteboard 
elreled In red 
llnked SDA and 
WP to the 
contest in 

ST FILE PICTURE 

3 Opposition united front. 
'ring for too muchg It's L ~ , -  

TI& workers' Party 0 did not respond to an confrontational approach, "said ProfT an, a Nominated 
invitation kom the Siugapore Democratic Party (SDP) MP and Singapore Management University law 
todiscusstbeOpposition'sstrategyin~Punggo1East lecturer. 
by -e ldon  "PuahmoreI trustis.an important premium that is 

SDP said this when it posted the cornmuhication sorely lacking between t h e w  and the SDP," he said. 
online. "TheWPhastriedto distance itselfhmthe (other) 

The party said it invited WP on Tuesdayl a day opposition- in a sense, conveying that they are a part of 
before the Writ of Election was announcedl for a the opposition, yet they rather be apart h m  them." 
meeting to be held on Saturday. ProfTansaid it would come as no surprise if the 

A multi-cornered @ht could split the opposition's others tend to call WP "vt". 
votes, ultimately benefiting the dbgparty, making it "My sense is that the WP takes theview that it has 
important for the opposition parties to put on a united full autonomy to decide whether they want to be part of 
bnL the meeting. They are relativeiy 

After the Writ wasissued, it sent confident of their prospects. 
another e-mail aslcing for the ss!T!heWPhastried um~cionlteitasamgmce, 

but rather that they had contested 
mm"be bro*tbMmrdto t o distance itself ,, d-eout&b,,, ,, 

AndwhenareplykomWP from fie (oaer) SO ailotherparries shouldnot 
CMmanSyMaIim"gaveno contest in Punggol East," he said 
indication rn -~ting O U ~  opposition - in a " ~ h i s ~ e s t s  that theWPis 
invitation'", SDP sent a third e-mail not prepared to back down h m  
-this timetothe party's sense,. conveying fie- acanciiciate in -1 
secretary-general Ixrw Thia that they are a East, It sees it as their 'right' to 
Khiana 

SD~saidthat"asthbmatteris part ofae 
of intense public interetf, it had 
put h e  erehangea on its website oppositiony yet 
and it has received more than 20 National Solidarity Party's 
comments. they rather be former m - g e n e r a l  

WhilesomecalledSDP "the Goh Meng Seng said the online 
b&erpersonl extending an olive apart from them. " spat wodd the Op@tion 
branch to WP", others thought it evenfurther. 
prudent that SDp concentrate its -Political ~0!WIl8ntat0r To prevent that, he felt WP 
time and resources on working the Eugene Tan should come to the table. 
ground of its previous election The New Paper understands 

-Paw= the other opposition politicians 
~ ~ s ~ p ~ l ~ & i & W p C O n t e s t e d ~  havereachedouttoeachotherovertheseat 

Said Mr Goh: "If SDP contests at the lqst minute and 2011 in a h-comeredfisht and 80t 41 per of 
@tion ofno the latter may thewtea 

PAPwon the contest with 54.5 p e ~  cent of the votes anger some hardcore opposition supporters. 
"On h public relations hnt ,  WP is not doing w h l l e ~ r e D e m m c ~ ( S D N ~ t  445w justice to their position4as an opposition party). 

cent. Entering discusions is a symbolic gesture" regardless of 
Political commentator Eugene Tan told The New whether the wes 

Paperthat havinganoppositionunited firontis But Mr Gohfelt SDPwouldbewisetostepdown 
probably asWg for too much, " m n  the ~ n a l i t i -  from adti-comered w t  in pungpl kt, 
involved and the rather different methods of p o w  they are ~ery coddent about their there". 
that each opposition party deploys". SDP 00- three sets of nomination papers h m  

Inmanyrespects, theWPandSDParealmost the ~ections Depar&mentyestedy afternoon 
diametrically opposite. The SDA picked up four sets at about Spm, 

"WP tends to be less cohntational, playing ltVO independents, private tutor Ooi Boon Ewe and 
~ b y t h e ~ I ~ S D P i s ~ f o r i t s m o r e  b u s i n ~ Z e n g G u o y m , a l s o p i c k e d u p t h e ~  
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