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The best kept secret 
Former TCS Apac 
chairman Girija 
Pande co-authors 
book examining 
economic relations 
between Asian giants 
India and China 

AN KIT A PANDEY VALLIKAPPEN 

SIA giants India and China are 
ast forwarding towards being 
rvo of the largest economies in 

the world. The economic ties behveen 
these two countries are growing expo
nentially, yet remain largely not 
talked about. Mr Girija Pande, the au
thor of the latest book The Silk Road 
Rediscovered, calls it the best kept se
cret. 

Mr Pande former chairman of Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS) in the 
Asia-Pacific region, says despite the 
border politics between the hvo coun
tries, the economic relations are thliv
ing and the leaders of the hvo coun
tries are well aware of the potential 
the relations have. 

About both sides of the border._ The Sil< Road 
Rediscovered(� is writtEn by Mr Pcrlde [In red tie), 
MrGup1a (i'l bite shirt) Cl'ld Ms HciyCI'l Wcrg (not i1 
picl:ue ). The authors ere wi1h (from left) Ambassador 

Gopilath Alia� SMU's R'ofessorRajerdra K Srivastava 
Cl1d R'ofessor Amoud De Meyer, bl5i'lesscoi"6Uitrn 
Radeep Pant Cl1d Ascendas' Mr Jonathan Y�. 

R-IOTQ ISAS 

The book which Mr Pande has 
co-authored with Mr Anil K. Gupta, 
Michael Dingman chair in strategy 
and globalisation at the University of 
Maryland, and Ms Haiyan Wang, man
aging partner, China India Institute, 
analyses the growing corporate link
age between India and China, telling 
the success stories of companies like 
TCS, Mahindra Tractors, liT, Tata 

otors/ Jaguar Land Rover and Sunda
ram Fasteners. Mr Gupta is an author 
of six books, including Getting China 
And India Right, which he authored 
with Ms Wang. 

"It is a book that has been in my 
mind for quite some time, something I 
felt needed to be told," Mr Pande tells 
tabla .. Mr Pande set up TCS' business 

in Asia Pacific from scratch. 
In an 11-year stint which began in 

2001, Mr Pande helped the company 
grow to 11 000 employees in 15 coun
tries. He now runs his own consulting 
firm called Apex A val on Consulting. 

He says the idea behind the book 
began with the TCS story but he chose 
to expand it to include more compa
nies to give it a wider perspective. 

"People might be interested in 
more than just the TCS story. And the 
co-authors have helped to give the 
book more dimensions. We are look
ing at the economic ties from both 
sides and also write about how Chi
nese companies like Lenovo, Huawei, 
TBEA, Haier and Xinxing have major 
commitments in India," he says. 

The book is peppered with stories 
from both sides of the border. In one 
such story, �r Pande speaks about the 
time when he was the economic advis
er to the mayor of Guangzhou. 

"We had about 20 software engi
neers who were vegetarians. I men
tioned this fact to the mayor one day 
and how difficult it was for them to 
get vegetarian food. During my next 
visit six weeks later, the mayor told 
me to visit the Indian restaurant they 
had started. To me it showed their 
keenness to welcome everyone to the 
country for business," Mr Pande says. 

He adds that The Silk Road Redis
covered is written as a management 
book which can be beneficial for any
one interested in setting up businesses 
in either of the two countries. 

"It's the right time for a book like 
this. Both countries have made the 
right noises about their keenness in do
ing business together. We have tried 
to dispel the misconceptions. Indians 
fear going into China because of the 
border issues without realising that 
China has border issues with a lot of 
countrieslet does thriving business 
with all o them," he says. 

The book was launched by Profes
sor Arnoud De Meyer, president, Sin
gapore Management University 
(SMU) at an event organised by the 
Institute of South Asian Studies and 
SMU on July 14. The book is availa
ble at bookstores in Singapore and is 
priced at $48.10. 
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