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Values ‘should be taught,
not left to be caught’

| SMU drawmg up plan to
put ‘structure’ in teaching
students soft skills
{ By AMELIA TENG
PRIMARY and school students have les-
sﬂnsonchmﬂm s:w’luenshlp! l,I.;ml .
umemiysludmtswillalmbewmgnmﬂnrln-
‘l‘heSh:mt anagement University (SMU) is
ooy in the midst of drawing ip s own values. based
fefty Ms programme, known as SMU LifeLessons.
Cherie Neo, The initiative, announced in May, will cut across
s-t of student uch\:nﬁﬁmm-mﬂcqmgmnyum-
odents’ , camps, ¥ work
iom; My hanges.
mﬁ% “a;;:hn:lomshuts'ﬁmmmly
E:luﬂ Bervyn Lee, director of SMU's office of student life,
sehool’s :ndﬂl:wwammehapn some “structure™
imso‘:ﬁg' in the imparting of values and soft skills, such as
and Mr communication, to students,
Wei Yuan, who Tmewﬂ]hesdandeiwlhmlnthmkabwl
leads the their goals and what is important. Facilitators -
schoal's w}nwﬂl be dﬂ\mfmmapml of staff, almm sen-
student - will also be dte
STPHOTO:
aswimming competition,
pEsuOFeo iorlnswwe wllrm'lime out™ moments tore-

think what the sport means to them.

Instead of just barking orders to train harder or
:lﬂﬂk l.bre?rs Mmrhwdd:lsupmmpnhm

Drm&mdmatum&‘mmﬂtnnlmﬂnhn-
tiative, which will include distributing journals for
reflection to first-vear students next year.

For a start, to find out more about the students,
the staff have been joining them at their activities
such as dance and choir training and competitions,
even for

year,
The staff spoke toaround 100 undergraduates,

whose responses were most tive, :lthwﬂl
snmewﬂrmdlﬂﬁlﬁm s:nd.hm

eqlutetudunbm" and values “should be tan]j:t
andnntlcﬂ_“lnbebc:udn , he said,
But it will not be easy, added.asmo:l;ums
would have “entrenched most of their val-
ues”. Mmrﬁmmwmﬂmm ,and

!m!!m ything
-year business student Lim Wei Yuan

mnlmanhnwﬂunns thoughts with a fa-

mrduﬁnza}lmmmpfotwedmﬂwn
“a"l?heﬂ? old, who was there represen

3 -old, who was there

wum’?h’:nwsm«mmst&nn‘t
ambassadors.

Itis mﬁtem&mhnubommmunns
and purpose, because “as a generation we don't
spend encugh time introspecting™, he said.

“But it will notheaneasywm.and students
must see the value in it.

Coursemate Cherie Neo ‘who is president of
SMU's students' association,

“Students complain about the uhm]'s l:ompn]so
ry 80-hour community service requirement,”
the 21-year-old, bnmﬂlalﬂlevﬂuelmwﬂ]
help them see the reasons behind the service.
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