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‘Important to create
enough good jobs’

Iswaran: Govt, industries must help
ensure economy remains competitive

By TOH YONG CHUAN qntralningandwurkerperhnce
MANPOWER CORRESPONDENT increasing the likelihood of lower
pay later in life.
“Europe’s situation is a caution-
SINGAPORE will risk the employ-  ary tale of what might happen if
ment problems currently plaguing  we are not able to create
Europe if it is unable to create of the right types of jobs for
good jobs. future generations of Singapore-
This is why the Government ans."”
and industries need to keep on Tokeep creating good jobs for
their toes, said Minister in the Singaporeans, Mr Iswaran, who is
Prime Minister's Office, Mr . also the Second Minister for
Iswaran, yesterday. Home Affairs and Trade and In-
Hewas around250  dustry, that the Govern-
university tes and jun- ment mnﬁnmtodlversify
ior college students in a dislog the ding into
on the future of here mwtdgh-mwthtndmhies
at the Nanyang Technological Uni- It will also beef up the sectors
versity. where Singapore enjoys a compar-
Singapore’s youth unemploy- ative advantage.
ment rate is one of the lowest in And he gave the assurance that
the world at 6.7 per cent. But in lower-income Singaporeans will
abouta of not be left out of the country’s
Eumpe A s quarter of youth ec try’
'l"h.ispmblsmnt’]dﬂesmsssto- Butlhnﬂnnmmmteannntdo
day “will have a very tail”, it alone.
said the minister. He “Business and entire industries

that unemployed youth miss out

must be willing to restructure,

make better use of technology

form train station posters into
retail points with the use of

The minist er urged workers
to also tap Government pro-
grammes to pick up new skills
mdopenupmwiobop]xxtm:!—

Oneofthosentthedhbgne

of Trade and Industry last
night to study economics at
SMU.

The economist said
Mr Iswaran's assurance o
lower-income workers strack a

chord.

“In , our standard
of living is and we can
make it better,” he said. “But
we have to take note of income
uixdsodnlinaqunhty.”
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