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Dad's 
the last 
word 

P olitrcal science undergraduate Syed Arafat 
Hussain has debated in abaut 20 wnal 
and world debating competitLons. But there 
is one person he cannot out-ar a police officer father Sgld $2 

Hussain, once a senior staff sergeant 
Not even In Secondary 3 at Swlss Cottage Second- 

ary School, when he was wrongfully a d  of be'mg 
a chatterbox and disrupting the class, could he 
convince his father of bls innocence. 

Evepne had goofed around durlng an account- 
inn claPs and a frlead mked fun at the teacher. Araft, 
&ww lmfomnatelfsingIed out by his form teacher 
'as I was gera l ly  tabtlveC, says the find-l-yen 
student at SEogapwe Management Uniwmtty. 
Mr Murawat, 54, recalls: "When I got to the 

boughtthe eswlththelr 
, he C t  , i I n p o t t s  laon. wsome- 

- w ~ P - - -  5-y 
p h n r m r m p r t h m e n t b  
some value tu It. Channel the p s i i c e  to motivate 
gwrselfandbeabetter 

=&newhose &on 
i n ~ ~ w ~ i s - d f h d a y w o n I % t h e  
Dpon w Eolarshf* em SOcM m 

r a o n r b  as a part-time E i e  00ra at 
secondary schools and funtor con s, volunteem at 
t k  =bong ~ m .  community d % s  m o d  youth 
parliament scheme. He groom youth In omtory 
skills, spending more than 30 hou*i a month on the 
work since December. 

Home Is a five-mom HDB f i t  in Ju West, 
w h t c h h g ~ ~ h b l s  m*% 

M-ar Htmah, ZGor industrial rela- 
officer, is marrid and1ws wIth hIs own family. 

A r r h r t , k M  

duringthelrmminurerewas wabrrddYh=i-g 
m e .  He said he'd eat flw minutes and spend the 
other 15 minutes helping the boy. 

wh. tambi~dfdyar r  Y*"" Y--yw-- 
~Myparerrtsneveroncetoldmetobesome- 
one,exceptnottobemsh. 
MrMmawat I hadnoambitio~wforhim Ilmew 
that as he matured, he would know what path to 
tak* 
l rdsdsm~whenhewa~dght~hewanaedto  
be a teacher, But at 19, wbe!n he wa% a relief teacher, 
he changd his mind, saying teaching was saesJful. 
Ai.fat: I  f e e l I a n  do morein theareas ofpolldes 
and govemanee. 

W h w t w w y o p r k ~ * * - ~  
ht+ddabrotbcr? 

They had huge cawts and sdck 
I l x W ~ I f t h e y d i d n ' t b e h a v e , I c a n d I f t h e y  
behavedordidweNIn~1,wehadwtlngsSUcha~ 
~ngmjobmlUrvfo~foodIgaveARMaudhll 

ther $1,000 each for doing well at the Primary 
k h d  h V h g  -ti0M d 0 kVdS. 
~ B y t h 8 t l m e I g o t t o ~ a a r y s c h o o l , i t w a s  
mwtlpfustJttdu. 
Mi MOPIPVL~~: I lectured them for 116 horns, 

'You just have 
to accept the 

r3 
unishment 
ecause there's 

some value to 
it Channel 
the injustice to 
motivate 

urself and C a better 
person!' 
MR WED ARAFAT 
HUSSAlN (Mt) on the 
krwn he learnt after he 
was mongfuHy v r u d  
of bel achattcrboxln 
c k .  him are 

fw left) hk elder tzwx Syed M d s r  
HuPr*in, n k t  Sara 
HuMna S d  M-. 

MrMnramt,waeywextraflcrecbsuolJe 
! f 7 - a v 7  M-t: You cant dkiptlne by tallring alone. 

The moulding must start before they hit 14 or 15. 
Once their mind is compted, it's hard to make a tum- 
around. 
Madam Zattw: W e  had friends whose chfIdren 
were juvenile delinquents by the tlme they were 

~ ~ t : ~ * i . d m a y o u n g p r r n  son came when I was 24. f did not haw "I" a ot of 

p.tience. Somethm I med in my heart after 
ng hem. I cv.~ them when they ra Z$$g 
One good stroke wap enough. I know resented 
me sometimes but they have turned o u ~ t i g h L  
M t :  there's no Palr resentment. enough. But at the end of the day, 

M m z d h ~  The fonn pd punishment wasn't ideal for 
us kids but for their generation, it was the norm. 
Arabst: I learnt from okwing m brother how to 
amid dolug Stupid things w ILOt Liae llomewmk. 

c h i l d r o l c l w a c ~ w h & t  EsY=- F do -tw 
MrldnrawatzIwwldbehwemyseU. 
Mdam Zlitan: Slnce my father is fierce and beats 
thekhildmniftheyareh thewrong, 1wouIdtrgnot 
to do thfnss that make hlm angry. 
M t :  I would not throw away the cane but I would 
be more patient, ranonaIise first and use the cane as 
the last nsort. I'd also make sure the punishment was 
commasumte with the crime. 
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