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SMU rebrands continuing legal education arm as SMU Law Academy

Singapore, 2 February 2018 (Friday) — In line with the nationwide SkillsFuture movement, and to
support current and future training and development needs of Singapore’s legal fraternity
Singapore, Singapore Management University (SMU) today officially announced the rebranding of its
School of Law’s Continuing Legal Education (CLE) arm as SMU Law Academy.

The SMU School of Law has, since 2010, been a Singapore Institute of Legal Education (SILE) -
accredited service provider of Continuing Professional Development (CPD). To date, the law school’s
CLE arm has an established track record of providing the legal profession with high quality seminars
and auditing programmes to stay informed about contemporary legal developments, with a total of
about 1,000 participants taking up its collection of some 30 seminars and workshops organised each
year.

Going forward, the legal profession can look forward to a calendar that features a wider range of
SILE-accredited seminars and an even better line-up of prominent faculty members, practitioners
and judges as SMU Law Academy speakers. To help practitioners better plan and schedule their
participation, seminars offered by the Academy will, from now on, typically be organised on Friday
afternoons, which was found to be the timeslot most preferred by practitioners.

Feedback and past participation statistics also showed that seminars which discuss recent case law
and legislative developments in specific legal areas have been particularly well-received by legal
practitioners. Such seminars enable practitioners to upgrade their knowledge in a short time-span,
and to appreciate synergies between developments across legal domains. Responding to this strong
demand, the SMU Law Academy will schedule more of these ‘Updates and Topical Developments’
seminars going forward. Two other categories of seminars will be on offer, namely ‘Foreign and
Comparative Law’ and ‘Fundamentals of Law’.

Additionally, the SMU Law Academy will pursue collaborations with other players in the continuing
education field to further enhance its range and quality of activities. In late December 2017, it
concluded a partnership with the Singapore International Dispute Resolution Academy (SIDRA),
under which SIDRA will run its CPD programmes through the SMU Law Academy.

Under an MOU signed in January 2018, SMU School of Law affirmed its support towards the
Singapore Academy of Law’s Future Law Innovation Programme (FLIP) by offering carefully curated
modular programmes on legal innovation for firms participating in FLIP. When ready, these will be
offered through the SMU Law Academy.

Furthermore, there are plans afoot for collaboration with the SMU Academy, the University’s life-
long learning unit, to roll out interdisciplinary training courses, including on law-and-technology.

Associate Professor Goh Yihan, Dean of SMU School of Law, said, “That the practice of law is
growing increasingly complex renders it ever more important for legal practitioners to keep
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themselves up to date across a broad range of legal subjects, as well as learn about new and
developing areas of the law. We see the opportunity to contribute significantly to the continuing
education needs of the legal fraternity through the SMU Law Academy.”

“The School of Law’s strong track record in undergraduate and postgraduate legal education over
the last 10 years, and the high-quality continuing education programmes offered since 2010,
certainly stand us in good stead to now enhance our professional development curriculum in a
targeted manner, including extending our outreach to an audience beyond the legal fraternity,” he
added.

Associate Professor Maartje de Visser, who is Associate Dean (Postgraduate Teaching & Curriculum)
at SMU School of Law, said, “Building on our law school’s reputation, and leveraging our faculty's
expertise as well as SMU’s prime location in the vicinity of law firms and the Courts, the SMU Law
Academy offers an exciting range of carefully curated seminars and courses for practitioners,
including our growing body of alumni. Through better alignment of the format and content of our
offerings to the needs and schedules of the legal industry, we want the Academy to be their go-to
source of information about relevant legal developments, here in Singapore and abroad.”

For more info on the SMU Law Academy, please visit: https://law.smu.edu.sg/smula

-End -

Enclosures:
e SMU Law Academy brochure
e SMU Law Academy launch video

About Singapore Management University

Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally recognised for its world-class research
and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s mission is to generate leading-edge research
with global impact and produce broad-based, creative and entrepreneurial leaders for the
knowledge-based economy. SMU education is known for its highly interactive, collaborative and
project-based approach to learning, and for its technologically enabled pedagogy of seminar-style
teaching in small class sizes.

Comprised of six schools specialising in Accountancy, Business, Economics, Information Systems, Law
and Social Sciences, it offers a wide range of bachelors', masters' and PhD degree programmes and is
home to about 10,000 students. With an emphasis on generating relevant multi-disciplinary
research that addresses Asian issues, and being Singapore’s only university in the city, SMU enjoys
strategic linkages with business, government and the wider community through its research
institutes, centres and labs. www.smu.edu.sg

About SMU School of Law

SMU School of Law proudly welcomed its first cohort of 116 students in August 2007. Taught by a
dynamic faculty with postgraduate degrees from renowned universities, the School aims to nurture
its students to become excellent lawyers who will contribute significantly to society. Trained with
the ability to contextualise legal expertise and to think across disciplines and geographical borders
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coupled with SMU’s interactive pedagogy, SMU’s law graduates are confident articulate and
analytically agile.

The SMU School of Law offers a four-year full-time Bachelor of Laws programme, a five-year double-
degree programme which combines law with Accountancy, Business, Economics, Information
Systems or Social Sciences, and a Master of Laws programme. The School has also launched a full-
time graduate programme, the Juris Doctor Programme which can be completed within three years,
and in some cases, accelerated for completion within two years. www.law.smu.edu.sg
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