
     

    

    

 

 

Press Release 

 

SAF and SMU Establish Partnership on Continuing Education  

 

Singapore, 25 November 2014 (Tuesday) – The Singapore Management University (SMU) 

and the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) today announced that they will cooperate in the area 

of continuing education for SAF personnel. 

 

Under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed today, SMU and the SAF established 

a three-year partnership through which SMU will support the SAF’s Continuing Education 

(CE) Master’s programme by admitting qualified SAF personnel to the University’s 

postgraduate degree programmes. 

 

Four SMU Master’s programmes have been added to the SAF CE Master’s current offering. 

They are: Master of Science in Communication Management, Master of Science in 

Innovation, Master of Information Technology in Business – Analytics and Master of Tri-

Sector Collaboration. The programmes will be funded by the SAF through its CE Master’s 

programme, with SMU offering credit exemptions to SAF personnel who have completed 

the Command and Staff Course or the Command and Staff Course (Executive) at the Goh 

Keng Swee Command and Staff College. 

 

The signatories at the MOU signing ceremony held at SMU were Brigadier-General (BG) 

Benedict Lim, Commandant SAFTI Military Institute, SAF, and Professor Philip Zerrillo, Dean 

of SMU’s Postgraduate Professional Programmes. 

 

The SAF CE Master's programme was introduced in 2008 to develop all-rounded leaders for 

the 3rd Generation SAF with knowledge-based competencies to deal with the increasing 

complexities and challenges of the evolving security environment. SMU is the second 

institution of higher learning that the SAF is collaborating with to offer SAF personnel a 

wider diversity of postgraduate programmes. 

 

On the SAF-SMU partnership, BG Lim said, “This partnership established with SMU will 

complement the various development opportunities available within the SAF. I am happy 

and appreciative towards SMU for recognising the academic rigour of SAF courses and the 

quality of our people.” 

 

Professor Zerrillo said, “We are delighted to have this opportunity to deepen our 

relationship with the SAF, particularly in the training of the best SAF talents. Leadership 

makes all the difference, in defence and beyond.  SMU is proud to be contributing to the 

SAF’s Continuous Education Master’s programme. We believe that our university can make 

a difference in nurturing leaders with an innovative and global mindset, who are equipped 

with the knowledge and skills to excel in today’s complex and dynamic environment.” 



 

This MOU is another step forward in strengthening ties between the two organisations.  

Earlier this year in January 2014, SMU and the SAF officiated an agreement whereby SMU 

will sponsor up to 20 postgraduate scholarships per year for retiring SAF personnel, for a 

period of three years, through the SMU Warriors Scholarship programme. The scholarships, 

which are multi-disciplinary and cover up to 18 postgraduate programmes at the University, 

are bond-free. 14 scholarships have been awarded to date. 

 

- End - 

 

About SMU 

 

A premier university in Asia, the Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally 

recognised for its world-class research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, 

SMU’s mission is to generate leading-edge research with global impact and produce broad-

based, creative and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU 

education is known for its highly interactive, collaborative and project-based approach to 

learning, and for its technologically enabled pedagogy of seminar-style teaching in small 

class sizes. 

 

Home to over 8,300 undergraduate and postgraduate students, SMU is comprised of six 

schools: School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian School of Business, School of Economics, 

School of Information Systems, School of Law, and School of Social Sciences. SMU offers a 

wide range of bachelors', masters' and PhD degree programmes in the disciplinary areas 

associated with the six schools, as well as in interdisciplinary combinations of these areas. 

 

SMU has an emphasis on generating rigorous, high-impact, and relevant multi-disciplinary 

research that addresses Asian issues of global relevance.  SMU faculty members collaborate 

with leading international researchers and universities from USA, Europe, China and India, 

as well as with partners in the business community and public sector, through its research 

institutes, centres and labs. SMU’s city campus is a state-of-the art facility located in the 

heart of downtown Singapore, fostering strategic linkages with business, government and 

the wider community. www.smu.edu.sg 
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