Publication: Lianhe Zaohao, p 17
Date: 20 April 2013

Headline: Since the establishment of SMU, seven students did not graduate as they did not fulfil 80 hours
of community service

&E SMU

Scroll down for translation

7 52 B AR 554t

X 80/ E 3K

FREBIRESECFELZFI

MENMNFRAZXE, BEMN
KIBHXRSFIAEWMEZ
—. EB2000FEHEESIE
BE—haElE, BEtERF
i BIXRHXRSHEX,
RESHERMXE.

Prekin RiE
nengduan@sph.com.sg

BRI LIS, FinEHAFE L
Z 5 RO 5E B0 /AT B A X AR
%, sER R,

A BIPURR S ST K2E, MEA BRI
KR 453 R el e 22— BT KBS A4
HE R, B A20004ETFIREAEH —H
A, B LA EA KRB X AR
FHESK, B IMICE.

FARREEF K (AR ) ot
BE K BEMIFE -, A — A R—ak
TIFHRERE K IR S, Mk SRR E = A
Z JOAE N SE R HLE 1940 X R &5/ . B
SWBGAFENERE, IR A

BRLEFF AP AR 55 -

R, A B2 g AN
Stk KIR% . By, “Bi@iREE T
%, M tA T TR, FieEg
ghRAT A KRS AL

HERK FmAREYN—% ESna X
HEREN LRGSR, A—A8FKKm
il pz e, Gk XRS5 TR0 RE A TS sh LT
REZE SE % G S h o A= —a e o | =B =
gk, HERN TR XA

FHiAs BN B LU AR, B RiA
HEM KRS EHF IRMENME,
B WA R . B
FEFE SR B, A A &
“Hoa” Bt XKRSE, ERHANG T HEE
&+ EnE L.

RTEHMBEIFEH#ITHEE
N Hg R X AR %, #OKTE20104 1 57 %%
HEHESFTERT O ( Centre of Social
Responsibility ) - BrBAZRL, OB
Ul = B e S R e S i e
200 A, FEFHAFE SRR
O R MR ARG, st 5 hdisi s
HH RS-

FAEE | HARL48004 F BB INE
RS . =nZ _fFEEER T

el

-

Bk, HAFESIEAEN21/EEM
MR F9200503 18] . MA20004F 220124,
A A AR 2R 5007 /e R IR
%.

R (204 ) R Kt &RHFBEN
KA, h—mEETFSMERRS, A%
DL L 52 B 1600 /NI Y S T

Source: Lianhe Zaobao @ Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction.

RSN B A SRS ZE 001 1B I X T, R4 i)

;\_:

BT —E . (FkiRE)

B AR LT 2 1 B I R 55018
.

BBt ERAEREM MR DKL
BT BAHER X5 TARM AT, (B4
SERRA - RN — R i B
SRR, B2 A3 A RALRIBEE
LA A AR 1077510, "



Publication: Lianhe Zaobao, p 17

=
. T Date: 20 April 2013
A‘\ ,\ S Ml l Headline: Since the establishment of SMU, seven students did not graduate as they did not fulfil 80 hours
PN

of community service

Translation:
Since the establishment of SMU, seven students did not graduate as they did not fulfll 80 hours of communlty service

Of the four public universities In Singapore, SMU Is the only university which has community service Involvement as a graduation requirement. SMU has nurtured 10,000 graduates since Its
establishment In 2000, but seven students falled to graduate as they did not meet the university’s community service requirement.

By Tan Leng Tuan
Since its inception 13 years ago, seven Singapore Management University (SMU) students failed to graduate as they did not complete 80 hours of community service.

Of the four public universities in Singapore, SMU is the only university which has community service involvement as a graduation requirement. In response to queries from Zaobao, SMU said that it has
nurtured 10,000 graduates since its establishment in 2000, but seven students did not complete their degree as they did not meet the university’s community service requirement.

SMU Vice Provost (Undergraduate) and Dean of School of Accountancy, Professor Pang Yang Hoong, said that most students begin community service from their first or second year of study, and the vast
majority are able to complete their required community service hours well within three-and-a-half to four years. The university monitors the progress of each student, and would suggest possible non-profit
or community organisations that they can volunteer with.

However, there are still a very small number of students who are unwilling to participate in community service. Prof Pang said: “Despite our counselling and assistance to suggest possible opportunities,
there would inevitably be some individuals who are apathetic and indifferent towards community service.”

During an Our Singapore Conversation dialogue session held on Monday evening, a parent provided his feedback to Education Minister Heng Swee Keat that community service involvement seems to
have lost its effectiveness, as many students are doing it for the sake of achieving a target, rather than contributing genuinely.

Citing SMU, Minister Heng replied that the university takes a serious view of community service and its role in education. He noted that some students had not been able to graduate as they did not fulfil the
requirement. Through his interaction with SMU students, Minister Heng found that some students initially felt ‘compelled’ to do community service, however, they came to realise its significance as they
become more involved.

SMU had set up the Centre for Social Responsibility in 2010 with the aim of assisting students to engage in meaningful community service more effectively. Prof Pang noted that the Centre organises
several university-wide community service projects annually, with 200 to 300 students of all academic levels participating in each of these events. Many students also organise their own projects and get
involved in causes which they are passionate about, and some continue to be involved in community service even after they graduate.

Last year, about 4,800 SMU students were actively involved in various community service endeavours. Two-third of the students contributed locally, while the rest were involved in about 200 projects in 21
countries across Asia. From 2000 to 2012, SMU students have rendered more than 1.5 million hour of community service in total.

Li Hongrui, 20, is a second year student at SMU's School of Social Sciences. She has always been passionate about community service, and has already completed over 600 hours of community service
work to date. She is very supportive of SMU’s resolve towards community service.

She said: “Although such a requirement may not change the mentality of those who are already resistant to community service involvement, it does have an impact to a certain extent. After going through
the process {of participating in community service), some of my peers have taken the initiative to plan new projects, and have even invited their friends to join them.”

Photo caption: A group of SMU students in Xinjiang, China, for their overseas community service project. Here they are seen interacting with the local children. Photo courtesy of SMU.
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