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Singapore Management University (SMU) has recently signed 13 MoUs with five Chinese universities, including Tsinghua 
University and Fudan University, in a move to shift its academic exchange programmes eastward, so as to bring its aca
demics and students closer to Asia's economic pulse. 

Leading a delegation of ten academic and administrative staff on a week-long visit to China, SMU President, Professor 
Arnaud De Meyer, said at a press conference in Beijing that China plays a pivotal role in global issues and world econom
ics hence it is important for its students to strengthen their knowledge of China. 

Beijing is the second stop of SMU's China visit. Prior to this, SMU had signed MoUs with Shanghai University of Finance 
and Economic, Fudan University and Shanghai Jiao Tong University during the Shanghai leg. Following the meeting with 
Tsinghua University yesterday afternoon, the delegation proceeded to Chengdu for collaboration discussions with 
Sichuan University. 

The 13 MoUs with these five Chinese universities will not only enhance student exchange but also provide SMU and its 
Chinese counterparts with a platform to strengthen academic exchange. The MoUs included the setting up of a joint 
research centre jointly by SMU and Fudan University for development studies. 

SMU currently has student exchange agreements with over 200 universities worldwide, and sends over 700 students for 
exchanges annually. However, very few students chose to go on exchange programmes in China. Out of about 10 col
laborations previously signed between SMU and Chinese institutions, only four are more active. 

SMU Vice Provost, Professor Pang Yang Hoang, explained that because many Singpaore students have been to China 
on their personal travel, they tend to look towards Europe and the United States for their exchange programmes. Some 
are also concerned about the language barrier and their ability to adapt as classes in the Chinese universities are con
ducted in Mandarin. 

SMU to expand 

Professor Arnaud De Meyer pointed out, "There is currently a shift of economic activities towards Asia - not merely in 
China, but also in India and the Southeast Asian countries. We have the obligation to provide students with more opportu
nities, to enable them to interact more with their young Asian counterparts and learn from them." 

Going forward, SMU will actively engage in discussions on new collaborations with more Chinese universities, and further 
strengthen its ties with existing partners. Professor Arnaud De Meyer hopes that in a few years' time, SMU will see a 'sig
nificant increase' in the number of students who have experienced learning in China. 

Since its establishment 13 years ago to date, the number of SMU students has increased sharply by 25 times, from 306 in 
the year 2000 to almost 8000 last year, putting huge pressure on the university's space and academic resources. 

Professor Arnaud De Meyer shared that given the growth of its postgraduate programmes, there is a need for SMU to 
expand. However, he declined to reveal more, saying that more information 'will be announced at an appropriate time'. 

Side story: 
SMU to train Sichuan officials 

Next week, SMU will also link up with Sichuan Administration Institute to provide short-term training for its mid-level gov
ernment officials. Sichuan Administration Institute had merged with a Communist Party school in Chengdu in 2001, and is 
responsible for the training of its party cadres and state officials. 

For many years, a sizeable number of China state officials have been enrolling in the National University of Singapore 
and Nanyang Technological University for training or study. However, SMU's collaboration framework with Sichuan 
Administration Institute will be different. Instead of having the officials travel to Singapore for their study, SMU will arrange 
for its academic staff to teach in Sichuan Administration Institute. 

According to SMU business development and external relations Vice President, Professor Annie Koh, SMU will be con
ducting lessons on Public-Private Partnership, with each module lasting three to five days. 
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