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SMU academy to train IT workers in financial sector

By AMIT ROY CHOUDHURY
amit@sph.com.sg

THE Singapore Manage-
ment University (SMU) has
launched an academy to
run training programmes

in financial services infor-

mation technology (IT).
The Financial IT Acade-

my @SMU (Fita) will equip

financial sector IT profes-

" sionals with enhanced IT

capabilities critical to the
growth of the banking and

financial services sector
here,

It will also give them es-
sential knowledge of the
business needs and pro-
cesses of financial institu-
tions so that business and
IT initiatives can be more ef-
fectively integrated for com-
petitive advantage,

John Vong, the academ-
ic director at Fita, said the
academy is integral to Sin-

gapore's efforts to expand

the quality and size of the lo-

cal IT professional work-
force in financial services,
and thus strengthen the

.country's position as a pre-

mier financial centre.

“Fita aims to attain na-
tional and global recogni-
tion for its innovative and
effective approaches to fi-
nancial [T training and com-
petency attainment.” he
said.

The academy will offer
four categories of profes-
sional training courses:

¢ Critical financial services
IT master classes, focused
on deepening technical
skills required for the finan-
cial services sector;

& Hybrid financial services
IT, focused on integrating
IT and systems knowledge
with business-oriented
knowledge related 1o opera-
tions:

& Emerging financial ser-
vices IT, focused on new de-
velopments in areas such
as Big Data. analytics, mo-
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bility, social media analy-
sis, cloud computing, infor-
mation security and data
privacy; and
¢ Advanced technology
and operations manage-
ment, focused on preparing
IT -professionals to assume
a wider range of manage-
ment responsibilides. -
Fita is working with the
Institute of Banking and Fi-
nance, the Infocomm Devel-
opment Authority of Singa-
pore (IDA), banks and IT
vendors in this initiative.



