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Kathy Lai named
CEO of National
Arts Council

By Vivien Shiao
vshiao@sph.com.sg

KATHY Lai will be the new
chief executive of the Na-
tional Arts Council (NAC)
from Nov 1.

The Ministry of Culture,
Community and Youth
(MCCY) said yesterday that
Ms Lai takes over the helm
from Benson Puah, who re-
linquished his post on
Aug 1.

Yvonne Tham, who is
covering the position, will
continue as deputy CEO
from November.

Ms Lai is well posi-
tioned to lead the NAC in
engaging artists, arts
groups and its stakehold-
ers, given her extensive ex-
perience in the public sec-
tor and strong interest in

the arts, MCCY said, add-
ing that her strong net-
works with diverse stake-
holder groups and govern-
ment agencies will help the
NAC forge new partner-
ships.

Ms Lai, currently assist-
ant CEO of IE Singapore,
has more than 20 years of
experience in international
trade, public sector admin-
istration and governance.

She joined the Ministry
of Trade and Industry in
1987 and the former Trade
Development Board, now
IE Singapore, in 1996.

At IE Singapore, she was
posted to the Singapore
Embassy in Washington,
DC, for a six-year stint. On
returning to Singapore, Ms
Lai managed international
operations in South Asia,

MS LAI

Has more than 20 years of
experience in public sector
administration

the Middle East, Africa, Eu-
rope and America, as well
as IE Singapore’s corporate
development group.

Ms Lai has spearheaded
several partnerships with
stakeholders in IE Singa-
pore, including its collabo-
ration with the Singapore
Management University to
start the university’s Inter-
national Trading Institute.
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