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Boston Phil conductor to speak at business seminar 
By CHUANG PECK MING 
WHAT is a world-famous orchestra 
conductor doing in a seminar on busi­
ness leadership? 

Not to conduct business, of course. 
Boston Philharmonic Orchestra Ben­
jamin Zander is one of the key speak­
ers at next month's Singapore Human 
Capital Summit. 

Still, what has conducting an or­
chestra got to do with leading a busi­
ness? Plenty, apparently. 

Kwan Chee Wei, the chief execu­
tive of the Human Capital Leadership 
Institute, a co-host of the annual 
event, says business leadership today · 
involves a lot of indirect .leadership 
and leading people of disparate back­
grounds and skills - which is precise­
ly what a conductor does. 

In fact, Dr Zander, who believes in 
the tranformative power of music, is 

a much sought-after motivational 
speaker on leadership in the interna­
tional lecture circuit, comanding a fee 
of US$40,000 upwards. 

Through stories, music and con­
cepts, he has provided a new perspec­
tive on leadership. As a conductor, he 
sees his job as awakening possibili­
ties in others. 

The or~hestra is a group .of highly 
trained individuals poised to coalesce 
into an active whole. "Passion, creativ­
ity and the desire to contribute are ba­
sic human instincts to be released," 
says a line in one of his promotional 
handouts. 

Dr Zander uses the metaphor of 
the orchestra and a life-time of experi-
• 
ence conducting, coaching and teach-
ing musicians to work his magic and 
to tear down the barriers to corporate 
productivity. 

The theme for the two:-day semi-
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nar on Sept 11 and 12 at Resorts 
World Sentosa is "People Strategies 
for Asia: Future-Proofing Your Organi­
sation", which reflects the growing im­
portance of Asia's talent landscape in 
driving business growth. 

Acting Manpower Minister Tan 
Chuan-Jin will deliver the opening ad­
dre·ss at the seminar, which is eo-host­
ed by the Mini~try of Manpower and 
the Workforce Development Agency. 
Other speakers include best-selling 
author and world-renowned business 
thinker G·ary Hamel, Tata Starbucks 
chief executive officer Avani Davda 
and Singapore Management Universi­
ty's president Arnaud De Mey.er. 

At least 6s·o local and regional par­
ticipants are expected at the seminar, 
which will cover subjects such ;;ts 
building future-ready organisations, 
business and government .and driving 
sustainable busin~ss growth in Asia. 


