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Fresh funds,
efforts to boost
maritime sector

Tharman says a core
of local talent
should be grown to
meet challenges

By LYNN KAN

[SINGAPORE] Singapore’s
maritime sector will be get-
ting fresh funds and pro-
grammes that will build up
a local talent pool, improve
productivity levels and spur
more research and develop-
ment activity.

Deputy Prime Minister
Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam said the government
will set aside $25 million to
support productivity initia-
tives among maritime com-
panies.

Singapore has 5,000
maritime companies that
employ 170,000 people.
The sector contributes 7
per cent to Singapore's
GDP.

The Maritime Cluster
Fund-Productivity Pro-
gramme will co-fund busi-
ness initiatives, such as
business process re-engi-
neering, automation and
adoption of other productiv-
ity tools or practices.

“Productivity improve-
ments are indeed critical
not only for Singapore’s
maritime sector but also
across the global maritime
industry, given the univer-
sal challenges of cost pres-
sures and shortage of
skilled manpower,” said Mr
Tharman in his opening re-
marks at the Sea Asia Con-
ference and Exhibition yes-
terday.

Singapore’s harbour
craft sector was singled out
as a potential beneficiary of

the MCF-Productivity Pro-
gramme. Operators that
manually assign their ves-
sels to work could use IT
systems to do the job in real
time.

In coming months, the
Maritime and Port Authori-
ty of Singapore will be work-
ing with harbour craft oper-
ators to review the sector’s
highly fragmented market
structure and identify op-
portunities for productivity
improvements.

“These may include
re-defining business mod-
els, developing new har-
bour craft designs, re-de-
signing jobs and upskilling
harbour craft workers,” Mr
Tharman said.

The government will al-
so continue a maritime re-
search and development kit-
ty for another five years
with a $50 million injec-
tion.

The Maritime Innova-
tion and Technology
(MINT) fund, started in
2003 with $100 million,
has doled out $93 million to
date to develop automated
guided vehicles for Singa-
pore’s port and ballast wa-
ter treatment systems for
ships.

Mr Tharman empha-
sised the need to grow
skills and quality manpow-
er to ensure Singapore re-
mained an attractive inter-
national maritime centre.

“We must grow a core of
local maritime talent who
will drive the next chapter
of Maritime Singapore,” he
said.

A $2 million Global In-
ternship Award will nudge
undergraduates to the sec-
tor. MPA expects to grant

100 interns over five years
full sponsorship on their
maritime-focused local and
overseas attachments.

About 15 companies
have signed up for the pro-
gramme.

Furthermore, Singa-
pore’s institutes of higher
learning are also turning
their attention to maritime
education.

Singapore’s newest uni-
versity, the Singapore Uni-
versity of Technology and
Design, will establish a
MPA-American Bureau of

“Shipping professorship to

build up the institution’s ca-
pabilities in maritime edu-
cation and R&D, said Mr
Tharman.

Singapore Management
University will offer a Mari-
time Economics Concentra-
tion (MEC) in August,
where economics majors
will learn about maritime
economics, maritime law,
supply-chain management
and ship finance.

About 40 undergradu-
ates will get to go on over-
seas industry study mis-
sions, attend talks by indus-
try practitioners and under-
take internships as part of
the MEC.

Companies, such as
DNB Bank, Womar Logis-
tics and Pacific Internation-
al Lines have signalled
their intent to be industry
partners of the MEC.

“There is a great need
for students with special-
ised background know-
ledge of Singapore’s ship-
ping and maritime compa-
nies,” said CEO of Womar
Logistics, Hans Van der Zi-
jde.
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