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No dual citizenship for now: DPM Teo 
By LEE .&WEN 
BWGAKbRBJ .The Republic 
is'noi ready for now to al- 
lo'w its psophe to.hold dual 
'dtbmhipas this could di- 
lut0~identfty,saidDep 
uty Prime .Minister Teo 
Chee Hean h P a r w e n t  
*Y. 

* ~ ~ w P p o -  
to retain or aa@b a wc- 
ond dtizenship is uulikely 
tb - enhance identity h t  
could dilute it," he +id in 
response t6 a question by 
Nominated MP Eugene 
Tan. 

The NMP hdd asked 
what the precond@ions 
dbeaoresingaprewas 
prepamdtoaoceptdualcitl- 
~ a s w e U a s u l e i m p l i -  
cations for Singaporem 
identity h d  national ser- 
vice. 

In his reply. ~r Teo. 
who is also the Home Af- 
fairs Minister, said it Ovas 
imporbut that Singapom- 
m. had a :long-term corn- 
mikhent" - to building a fu- 
ture togethiin the -try 
along with their feaow dli- 
iwm. 

"As SingaporeanS. we 

couut on one aother to be 
loyd and, if need be, to da 
fend singapre snd fellow 
Singapom in our hour 
of need,' he said. W e  work 
together to buM a brighter 
future for. Singapore and 
Singaporeans. singapore is 
a small +nd yo- nation." 

Assishut Fmfwmc Tan 
later asked- if Singapore 
should keep an 'open 
mindW reearding the issue 
of dual citizenship, given 
the rising numb- of inter- 
national marrhges in the 
corntry. 
He made the potnr tliat 

allowing duql nationality 
could - help childred. from 
such marriages develop r 
stmnger. .Conaection with 

 ow 
that 9,000 marriages - a 
r a W 0 f a b o U t t w q i q f i ~ -  
here in 2012 involved a Sin-, 
gap- and a fomigner. 
This figure has 'mrnained 
steady for. the last five 
w 
Mr Teo aglwd with Prof 

Tan's point, ad- that 
while !hgqmre would not 
allbw this for the tipe be- 

ing, 'we should always 
keep an open mind", 

D u r i n g t h e d o ~ o f  
Supply debate later in the 
day, which kicked off with 
MPs ""gthabndget 
of tbe Rime Ministep's Of- 
fice, it was revealed that 
Singapore welcomed 
33,205 babies in 2012. 

This put the total fmWy 
rate at 1.29. slightly higher 
thaniherateof1.2in2011, 
when there were 30,946 ba- 
bies born to Singaporeans. 
S a l d ~ r i n t h e p r i m e  
~ S ~ ~ P U  

She itso noted that the 
government was setting 
rside an amud budget of 
$2.3 billion for the v u i w  

and pam&ood 
ges; w m  More im- r 

pr6wments would be made 
to t h a ~ s e b o o l  Becw. 

Separately, two MPs - 
Sylvia I;im bf the Workers* 
Party and Smg Han Thong 
of the People's Action Party - m d t o  know about the 
cormptIon situation in Sia- 
gapore, given t&e recent 
high-profile corruption cas- 
es SnvoMng m r a l  top dv- 
il Senfan@. 

Mr Teo noted that the 
nlYmk ofpeople prosecut- 
ed uuder the Revention of 
Corruption Act had re- 
mained stable, with hose 
&om the public ~ector  ac- 
counting h r  an average of 
7.5 per cent of the total 
nlrmber of cases. 

hSt  m, public S8N- 
ants comprised 5.6 per 
cent, or mt ofthe 143 cas- 
es. This was higher than 
the 131 cases in 2011 but 
lower than the numbers in 
2009 and 2010. "so the 
numbers have largely re- 
mained shblew. he &. 

Last year, the Political 
and Economic Risk Consul- 
taneg ranked the Republic 
as the least corrupt in Asia 
for the 18th saaight year. 
Singapore was also deemed 
the fifth least corrupt aoun- 
trg in the world by Trans- 
p a r e n c y ~ s c d r -  
ruption Perceptions Index. 

But Mr Teo noted that 
because Ws was a percep- 
tions index, the recent 
high-prone cases *may 
have &ctedD the way peo- 
ple perceive eomuptlon in 
Singapore. Among these 

~~thecomtpt iont lr i -  
als of the former chi& of 
the Singapore CMI D e w  
Form and the WaI Nar- 
cotics Bumall- 

"It is hhportant to deal 
Withthesearsesproperly. I 
have codiden* that the 
public and inteptional 
communily sees that we 
deal with these cases in an 
open and tranSp;areqt way, 
and that we will continue to 
have bigb conliderm in our 
anti-corruption stance in 
!hgapore.* said Mr Teo. 
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