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Singapore Plans to Amend Death Penalty 
SINGAPORE-Singapow an- 

llDdpanstoamendlarrsthat 
dictateamadatorgdeathpenalty 
for drug a smprise 
that signaled a small but signikm 
sbift inthecity~sstl ictlawsm 
drug-related crime. 

The proposed new law will give 
courts the discretion to sentence 
some people convicted of --re- 
lated crimes to life in prison with 
caning, rather than to death, pro- 
vided they cooperate with authori- 
ties in a "substantive wayj= or pro- 
videi they have a mental diddityD 
said Deputy Prime Minister Teo 
Chee Hean. 

speakiag in Parlia- 
ment on Monday, Mr. Teo, who is 
a l s o t h e m i n k t e r f o r h o m e ~  
said the changes would amly to 
drsgcourlersrarherthautothose 
involved in the supply or distrii- 
tion of drugs at higher levels. Con- 
victed drug distributors and syndi- 
cate leaders would still face the 
m a n d a t o n t ~ o f d e ~ b y ~ -  
ingmTeodidnrtelaborateanhow 
the law will differeatiete between 
l o w - ~ ~ e r s a n d ~ s e r i c r u s  
offeruks. 

Ihe dsawm mme after ttK Min- 
istryofHolaeAffairs'ye8rlOllgre- 
view of Simgapore's death penalty 
audindudean6asingofthepenalty 
for homicide m the city-state. Also 

~ i n ~ t h e ~  
fwIawandForejgnA&airsK.Shan- 
mugam said that certain types of 
~ ~ D i w h i c h t h e r e i s w  
explicit inteation to kill, would no 
longer result in the mandatory 
death penalty. 

"Ow cardinal objectives remain 
Ue same. Crime must be deterredP. 
Mr. Shaumugam said when an- 
nouncing the proposed laws Mn- 
day. "But justice can be tempered 
with mercy and where appropriate, 
o m  should be given a second 
chance.* 

Theehangestothelawsmustbe 
appmvedbyparliamentbefarethey 
are adopted But they will likely 
pass with little opposition as the 
~ ~ ~ o l l ~ c o n t m k  
a majoriw of seats-81 of 87-in 
Pdiammt 

Legal representatives, includiug 
the-onofwminal~ 
dSingaporeaudtheLawSoeietyof 
S m p o r e D  called the proposd 
changes a Umilestone" in the city- 
state legal history. Some d these 
people said the laws are a sign that 
~ ~ h = b e ~ n m o m +  
to the views of the legal 
m a n y ~ ~ r n h a v e ~  
ehasgetothemand;rtwydsathpea- 
alty in favor of giving courts m 

"Ibis change..- tbat 
themeasureofasociety~showit 
treats its most uufommate," said 

Subw Anandan, president of the 
Assoc ia t ionof~Lawyersof  
Singapore and a prominent Singa- 
pore defeuse lawyer.. in a statement. 
= D d l - ~ ~ ~ ~ d e s e r v e I n m i s h -  
ment, but not all deserve death. 
These new measures-.will have a 
~veimpactuntheeriminaljus- 
tice maD 

Other legal experts say th8 law 
doesn't m p e n t  a huge shift in 
SinmaxVs pdicy on capital punish- 
ment. Meadj they said, it is a re- 
finement of an existing policy a c  
eg*tochangingsocialnarms. 

with memy,' Singapom's 
HwneMiaisterK. 

nFhereisaroncernthatthis 
could lead to false hop and expee- 
EathsTbigisnotabigbangatall, 
but a rehemmt," said Eugene Tan, 
a pmfesor d law at the Sirgapore 

lhiwrsity and an in- 
deprmht lawmaker. "Fhis is not 
Skapom sen- a signal &at it is 
soft on capital punishment." 

Many actMsts who have cam- 
p a i g n e d a g a h t ~ s s t r i c t  
death penalty said tlw ammime 
ment was uuexpe&ed but is a step 

in the right direction for 
which has long been criticized for 
what human-rights group say are 
unuecessarily harsh laws mund 
drug COIltroL 

"We1 certainly did not expect 
t b i s a l m ~ t t o b e m a d e t ~  
day," said Kirsten Han, co-founder 
of the antideath penalty activist 
group We Believe in Second 
Chances. "I think it is  a good fmt 
step and hope it means that in- 
mat es...win be able to have their 
cases reloold, and that they will be 
shown mercy." 

S i t h e r e v i e w o f t h e d -  
tory death penalty last year, all 
mdhg executions have been 
halted, Teo said. 

He added that draft legislation 
imp!ementing changes outlined m 
~ 0 n M o l c d a y w i l l b e ~  
dwedlatatbisyearbutthatallac- 
4 people, including those m 
apeneasesandthosealreadyam- 
v i c t e d # m a y ~ t o b e ~  
for mtenchw under the new 
laws. 

Activist Ms. Han said that while 
she had "initial concerns* on how 
certaiu aiteria and specj5cs would 
be deihed, and that draWlrg and 
imphmtalion of the new laws re- 
main to be seen, she said the new 
rnlingsareasignthatthegovem- 
ment is respond@ to avil soelety 
~ a n d i s w i l l i u g t o ~ v l r f t h  
them. 

for Drugs 
other grvups, while applauding 

the gowmmnt's efforts, mabtain 
t h a t t h i s i s b u t a U d W i n t h e  
right direction but want to see an 
~ ~ * m a n d t r t m y - m t y  
without any conditions such as 
those sketched out by the govern- 
ment. Human-rights group Maruah 
said in a stakment that the &uvem- 
ment still hasn't provided evidence 
of the effectiwness of the death 
penalty in deterring crime and 
added that the death penalty is 
"1:-! troubling" and con- 
tinues to be applied to a nhmtial 
numberof ofbses. 

SbgqmIrps use of the death pem 
allyj particularly to control narcot- 
i c s , h a s i m r i t e d ~ ~ d s m  
!J= years. early 1SgOs, a 
joumaht dubbed the city-state 
"Disneyland with the death pen- 
--acatchphrasetbatbasstadt. 
Aceordiag to an Amnesty Interna- 
tional report published in 20ll, at 
least26people~senteneedto 
death from 2007 to 2010, though 
notallofthesepeopkhavebeenex- 
ecuted. since 2009, nine people 
haw been execukd in the chystate, 
acc~*tooffEalprisonstatis- 
tics. 
~ m ~ ~ l o s g  

defededits~stanceancrime 
andthedeathpenalty,whichitsap 
hassac3ceededinkeepingdrugus- 
age and homicide r a k  among the 
lowestintheworld 


