Publication: TODAY, p 6
Date: 22 April 2014
Headline: PAP move to trot out potential candidates early surprising, say observers

CHANGE IN TACTICS ‘IN RESPONSE TO A LESSON DRAWN FROM 2011 GE’

PAP move to trot out
potential candidates early
surprising, say observers
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the waters, observers noted. Former
NMP Siew Kum Hong said: “When
you put out your (potential) candi-

@

candidates were spotted at the open-
ing of an upgraded Residents’ Commit-
tee Centre at Toa Payoh East Zone 2,
where Defence Minister and PAP or-
ganising secretary Ng Eng Hen told
reporters that potential candidates
were already active onthe ground even
though the PAP was “not ready to an-
nounce them as candidates”.
Speaking to the media afterwards,
both Mr Chong Kee Hiong, 48, chief ex-
ecutive of OUE Hospitality REIT Man-
agement, and Mr Saktiandi Supaat,
40, head of foreign exchange research

The observers reiterated that it
was early days yet and the potential
candidates could be dropped from the
eventual slate. Former NMP Zulkifli
Baharuddin said: “If you look at all the
(potential) candidates revealed so far,
they are not the typical grassroots peo-
ple ... They are (exposed to the public
eye) early to see if they are suitable.”

On Sunday, Dr Ng reiterated that
voters preferred candidates who had
spent some time on the ground before
the elections — a point he first made
in an interview with Lianhe Zaobao
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does suggest that, certainly, one aim
(of the PAP leadership) is to create
awareness that they are exposing po-
tential candidates to the voters at this
early stage.”

By putting potential candidates
in the public eye early, the PAP could
reduce the surprise factor and test

rector at construction company Infra
Waterproofing, and Mr Kahar Hassan,
45, a deputy director (infrastructure)
with rail operator SMRT. Ms Chan was
quoted as saying that she would do her
best if party leaders fielded her in the
coming GE.

On Sunday, another two potential

cause it's about letting the cat out of
the bag,” he said.

the ground,” he said. ADDITIONAL RE-
PORTING BY LAURA PHILOMIN



