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MOVE A FIRST FOR LOCAL VARSITIES 

SUTD, SMU break 
new ground with 
dual-degree offering 

Up tu 45 undergraduate.r; will 
be able to pursue degrees in 
en~-.,rineering an.d management 

SINGAPORE- Two local universities 
have teamed up to offer undergradu
ates the option to pursue degrees in 
engineering and management, after· 
the Singapore University of Technol
ogy and Design (SUTD) and Singa
pore Management University (SMU) 
yesterday announced a dual-degree 
programme. The move marks the first 
time two local varsities have teamed up 
to offer degrees. 

The four-year course will start in 
May and it will offer places for up to 
45 students, with scholarships made 
available to Singaporean students. 
Undergraduates will attend classes 
at both campuses and be taught by 
faculty of both universities. They will 
eventually graduate with two degrees 
-a Bachelor ofBusiness Management 
from SMU and a Bachelor ofEngineer
ing from SUTD, with a specialisation in 
engineering product development, en
gineering systems and design, or infor
mation systems technology and design. 

Other than completing the 50 to 
53 courses, students will also be re
quired to fulfil non-academic require
ments, such as career preparation pro
grammes, a 16-week internship and 
80 hours of community service. 

"This initiative shows that univer
sities do compete - we compete for 
talent, for faculty, the best students
but we can also work together, to com
plement each other's strengths to en
hance the learning experience of our 
students," said SMU President Arnoud 
DeMeyer. 

While the course fees have not been 

Weare two 
specialised 
universities 
-SMUisthe 
university for 
business and 
management 
with a wide 
range of 
courses and 
electives. 
SUTD is a very 
specialised 
university in 
technology 
and design. 
So when we 
bring in the 
students. they 
get the best of 
two worlds. 
Professor Arnoud 
DeMeyer 
SMU PRESIDENT 

confirmed as the Ministry ofEducation 
has yet to announce the new fee struc
tures for universities this year, the fees 
will be "on par" with that ofSUTD, said 
its President Thomas Magnanti. The 
tee for an academic year at SUTD was 
S$11,200 last year. 

Both the National University of Sin
gapore (NUS) and the Nanyang Tech
nological University (NTU) said they 
offer double-degree programmes, but 
these are done through collaboration 
with overseas institutions or between 
faculties. 

When asked if they would be open 
to such collaborations with other local 
universities, an NUS spokesperson 
said the varsity currently has no plans 
to do so. 

"As NUS is a comprehensive uni
versity, we can almost always find the 
two disciplines within the university," 
he said. "As such, there are currently 
no plans to seek external partners for 
such programmes." 

NTU also said it did not have any 
plans for collaborations at the moment, 
but pointed out that its own double ma
jor in engineering and business will be
gin in August and admit an initial co
hort of 30 students. 

"We do not have any such plans at 
the moment, but we are open to collab
orate with both local and internation
al partners where there are synergies 
and where our students will benefit 
from such dual degrees," said NTU 
Associate Provost (Undergraduate 
Education) Professor Kam Chan Hin. 

Addressing how the dual-degree 
programme was different from those 
on offer at NUS and NTU, ProfDe Mey
er said students would be able to expe
rience two different cultures from two 
very different universities. 
SUMITASREEDHARAH 


