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COMING TO TOWN: 18 TOP MINDS IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Nobel laureates to meet public at summit 
JUNE YANG 
juneyang@mediacorp.com.sg 

SINGAPORE - JL is nol every day tha t 
member s of t he public can hobnob 
wit h Nobel laureates a nd other top 
scientists, buL a series of ta lks in Lwo 
weeks will give them the r ha nee to do 
just that. 

T he ta lks a re pa r t of the Globa l 
Young S cie ntists Summi t (GYSS@ 
one-nor th), which is organised by the 
National Resea rch Foundnlion (NRF) 
and will run from ,Ja n 19 Lo 24. 

The event brings in 18 Lop minds 
in science and technology as speak­
ers lor a week of le<.:Lures, g roup dis ­
cussions a nd s ite vis its. Participants 
at the summit a re promis ing young 
scient ists under the age of35. Almos t 
70 per cent orthe 350 par·t icipants this 
yea r hail from Singapore or the Asia­
Pacific region. 

T his year's GYSS@one-nor th goes 

fu rthe1· in br'i ngi ng science to the peo­
ple by having several events that wi ll 
be open to Lbe public. T his follows up 
on last yea r 's edition, which saw a 

fr·ee-admission public lectut·e at the 
Science Cent re becoming a hi t wit h 
the audienee and speakers alike, sa id 
P rofessor Low 1'eck Seng, NRF Chief 
Executive a nd co-chnir of Lhe GYSS 
2014 organis ing committee. 

"What sta rtled us was how well it 
was received by everybody who at­
te nded," sa id Prof Low ofLhe public 
ta ll<. "After t he event, we got a lot of 
people compla in ing t hat t hey had no 
access to these Nobel prize winners ... 
we rea lised we could do more." 

"We wa nt to mnke science rea l for 
the public," he added. 

Members of t he public who attend 
the events can expect to hear insig hts 
from t he likes of Dr John Robin War­
ren , who won a Nobel Pt'ize for di s ­
cove ring that stomac h ul ce rs a re 
eauscd by bacteria, not diet, a nd D1· 
I r win Ma rk J acobs , a p ioneering 
electri ca l e ng ineer a nd one of the 

P rofessor Aaron 
Ciechanove r, 
winne r of the 
2004 No bel P rize 
in Chemistry, 
mentoring GYSS 
participants last 
year. He will be 
one of the speakers 
at t his year's 
summit. PHOTO NRF 

0 SELECTED PANEL 
DISCUSSIONS 

Science And Society 
e Date: Jan 20 
e Host institution: National University 
of Singapore 
e Panellists: Prof Hartmut Michel (1988 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry), Prof Stephen 
Smale (1966 Fields Medal). Dr John Robin 
Warren (2005 Nobel Prize in Medicine) 
e Registration is free at 
http:/ /www.pdsns.eventbrite.sg 

Science & Arts -
Mutually Reinf orcing? 
e Date: Jan 23 
e Host institution: SOTA 
e Panelists: Prof Jerome Friedman (1990 
Nobel Prize in Physics), Prof Martin 
Chalfie (2008 Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry), Professor Vladimir 
Voevodsky (2002 Fields Medal) 
e Registration is free at http://www. 
gyss-sota-panel-discussion.eventbrite.sg 

Driving Growth through 
Science and Innovation 
e Date: Jan 23 
e Host institution: Singapore 
Management University 
e Panellists: Prof Kurt Wuthrich (2002 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry), Sir Richard 
Roberts (1993 Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
medicine). Dr Irwin Mark Jacobs (2013 
IEEE Medal of Honor, founding Chairman 
and CEO Emeritus of Oualcomm) 
e Registration is free at http://research. 
smu.edu.sg/events/2014/01/23/ 
smu-panel-discussion-driving-growth­
through-science-and-innovation 

founders of chip-manufacturing g i­
a nt Qualcomm. 

T he public events a re free to at­
tend, but registrat ion is required . 


