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Speaker of Parliament Palmer 
resigns over extramarital affair 

cont&e - where he appeared 

Parliammtwill&needto~ 
anewSpe&r-apwttbsthbe- 
hinadytheRBatdeatandthsFMme 
Miniiter - it& over a mar after 

rrqhew&intbe-- 
n e x t ~ h t h e ~ D e p u -  
tyspeakerandveteranMP Cbuh 
Qlong*bs*a-. 
Mr Palmer's IndIecretion alao 

comesinthelRakedamieeofrecmt 

~wtwimprapaand i iwma~ 
Mr Palmer apolopised to hisconstituents duringyasterdrjr press conferonce. pwrroc*.1~~~4(ctlwouwm*n r10118mhdgmmkIMm&d -. 
-- inorderto-&*&& 

dtotbePAPaadtoPdamd.. .  
I a m d e e p l y ~ f b r ~ h t b e  

*Mr Palmer hasjuatrdyd h l m d  kin Pas& RkRnggel 
reeklente dPnnggol East. the PAP. 

today, ~ + b t p q k  a UIE.~II ~otattei*. pnonal 
andevasgoaewbohasbekedinm 

w w r m h a t t h e d e o  h h m t h r h e d a r e c f h g -  dl~uppddmallqpobgbelmre 
Punad East oonfhue lo be ad Ean resident*  to^^^ 
appdnt.d M r T m  Sr Luck to to u U  a by-iktkn h h g g a  
owme Punggd Gst Eastand.ifw.whm.l~ 
eonstihccncy, and Mr Utul Singaporeans that l will make 

to chalr the Padr mydddon baKdanwhatk 
RirPu dTownhdl. b e r t C t h e c o n ~ d  

DPM% Urn Hcrn who F b d i i n u .  We Punggd Eat and the mmtry. 
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Pdmer resigns over 
e x t m ~ a f f &  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Mr Teo said the party first learnt 
of the matter when Mr Palmer told 
him about it on Saturday, and of- 
&red hie =signation. Mr Teo said the 
Prime W t e r  was then informed. 
Both Mr Teo and Mr Lee felt that 
Mr Palmer's resignation was "the 
proper thingtodo". 

MrLeeahosaidthatthematterbe 
dealt with "decisive&, aud in an open 
wagr,SaidMrlh 

In a Facebook post yesterday, 
MrLeesaidtbatitwas"with~sad- 
dthatheacceptedMrPahr'sms- 
~%utallI\dPsandgressroats 
advlsersnruat uphold high standardsof 
~ ~ p e r s o a a l ~ @ P -  
dally when dealing with constrtuetlts, 
wthbts, anddd&" he said. 

Atthepm-MrTeoin- 
tervenedseveraltimes-sayingthat 

therewas"Wneedtog0intoBUChde- 
h W " ' w h e n j ~ t s t r i e d t o a s k  
for more information &out the dhir 
and thewomaninvolved, andhrin- 
stance how Mr Palmer's wife had re- 
lpctedtothenewa 
On whether the image of the par- 

ty will be tarnished by the scandal, 
Mr Teo said: "We do our best to 
-peoplecaretuyr,~~- 
tion system wil l  be foalproof. Some- 
times problems will emerge even 
marryyearsafteranappointmentor 

wedoour 
besttochoose 
people 
-a 
noseleetlon 
system- 
be - 
Soaaethnes m-= 
Win- -- 
years*an 
appointment 
cmasekllan 
But-the - 
ttrlngtodols, 
whensuch 
an event does 
=a&=- ~~~ 
,toactoI#llly 

MrRoClmHom 
DEPUTYWMMIIWER 

adectionBut ,. theimportantthing 
todois,whensuchaneventdoesm- 
cur, we have to act properly ... to act 
0psnb.and de-P 

wrn-u- 
law lecturer Eugene Tan, who is also 
a Nomiuated Member of Parlkmmt, 
saidthePAPhastaken%bdyblawR. 

egutitisnotgohgtobe&rtal,parb 
lybecausetheybave acted swiftlyand 
r e d u t @ . ~ w i l l h e p , t a ~ t b e  
ne&ive rqmmsbw,'' he added. 

Both Assistant Pmaeaaor Tan and 
InstituteofPolicyStudimSeniorRe- 
search Fellow Gillian Koh noted that 
the PAP@ response ia a swifter than 
how the WP had reacted to the Yaw 
Shinwm* 

Nevertheless, Dr Koh painted out 
that the PAP is an established and 

newtothegameand-- 
en* but we must remember, so did 
MrYm, as the WPleaderahiphadled 
ustoundaretandattheW. 

To ensure that hxnggol East res- 
idents will continue to be served, 
Mr Teo Ser Luck, Minister of State 
CrradeandIndusby)andWofPasir 
Ris-~lGGRC,willtakecareofthe 
c o ~ , w h i l e a n * P a e i r R i s -  
Pun@ GRC IW, Mr Zainal Sapari, 
wil l  be appointed as the new Chair- 
man of the Pasir Ris-Punggol Town 
Council. Mr Zainal is currently the 
Vic4ChairmanOfthe tawnd 

Last night, Mr Palmer, his wife, 
Mr Teo Chee Hean and Mr Teo Ser 
Luck met80 ImygraeerootsMhmteers 
at PAP'S Punggol East Ehnch O f b a  

Mrpalmerapdogisedtuthegrass- 
r o 0 t s ~ H i e ~ " d i d n o t s a y a n -  
ythingandaat beatdew 
husbat@", saidEEE?Lzi, 4l, who 
b V i - E a e t C i t i -  
Zen's Consvltative Co- 
Mr Ling added that Mr Palmer 

urgedthegrassrootsaCti*toueon- 
tinuewiththegoodwmkslndto~ 
lwddedSour8retpriority". 

He said: OT(Our) main concern was 
hmvwearephgtomoveonWewere 
quickly assured by DPM Teo and 
MrTeo(SerIuclr)thattbeGRCwillbe 
b i a c k i n g u s u p . " ~ t o M r L i n g ; ,  
the by-election was "far from (the) 
m i n d d " ' t b e g p u m o o b ~ w h o  
wereuovwcomewithemotionsn. 
Mr Teo CheeHeansaid: "Thegrae 

roots leaders were shocked and sad- 
dened by the news. They recounted 
how Michael had helped many resi- 
dentsandhchedtheirlim." 

Punggol East residents TODAY 
apoketowerestunnedbythenewaand 
expmsdgdtudrafi.wtbeworkhehas 
done in the con&Uamcy. They added 
thattheywereopentotheposdbiliQ 
of a byelection, in order to elect a re- 
placement h M r  Palmer. "Wealllikd 
him a lot, what a pity that he threw it 
away fbr a woman,* said a shopbeper 
whoonlywishedtobeknownaclMrEr. 

O n M r E k h e r ' s * t o ~  
another mid& said: 'It is his person- 
a l ~ i f h e f e e l s t l l a t h e ~ ~  
the public or dohisjobright," 
ADD~ONALRTPORTINO 
W DESIREETAY AND LOUISATAMG 


