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GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANISATION

‘Social, community issues
increasingly important’

PM announces MCYS and
MICA to be restructured:

« new ministry to focus on
culture, community and youth

NEO CHAI CHIN AND AMIR HUSSAIN
chaichin@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — In one of the Govern-
ment’s biggest moves in recent years,
two existing ministries will be re-
structured and a new ministry will
be created to focus on culture, com-
munity and youth.

The rationale is to bring social and
community issues, as well as the need
to effectively engage the public, into
sharper focus, Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong said yesterday in a press
statement.

“Singapore is in a new phase of de-
velopment. Social and community is-
sues are increasingly important inour
shared home,” Mr Lee added.

From November, the work of the
Ministry of Community Develop-
ment, Youth and Sports (MCYS) and
the Ministry of Information, Commu-
nications and the Arts (MICA) will be
overseen by three ministries.

A new ministry, the Ministry for Cul-
ture, Community and Youth (MCCY)
—tobe headed by Mr Lawrence Wong,
who will be appointed Acting Minister
— will take charge of strengthening
community bonds and the develop-
ment of sports, arts and heritage.

The MCYS will be renamed the
Ministry of Social and Family Devel-
opment (MSF), while MICA will be re-
named the Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information (MCI).

Outlining three priorities, Mr Lee
said Singapore needs to strengthenits
families and enhance its social safety

° CHANGES TO MINISTRIES
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Ministry of Information,
Communications and the Arts

® Ministry of Communications
and Information

MICA will be renamed the
Ministry of Communications and
Information. It will oversee the
development of the ICT, media
and design sectors; the national
and public libraries; as well as the
Government's information and
public communications policies.

MCYS

Ministry of Community Development,
Youth and Sports

®Ministry of Social
and Family Development

MCYS will be renamed the
Ministry of Social and Family
Development. It will focus
on building strong families,
developing Singapore’s social
services, as well as looking
after those who are in need

of social support.

@ Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth

A new ministry, it will focus on building a cohesive and vibrant society, and
deepening the sense of identity and belonging to the nation. It will assume
MCYS' current roles in strengthening community bonds, promoting
volunteerism and philanthropy, engaging youth and developing the sports,
in addition to MICA's arts, heritage and national resilience functions.

nets for the needy. The Republic also
needs to foster the arts and sports and
build social capital through volunteer-
ism and engage youths.

And in the age of social media and
swift technological progress, the Gov-
ernment needs to improve public com-
munications and engagement to reach
out more effectively to an “increasing-
ly diverse society”, said Mr Lee.

In response to media queries,
Mr Lee reiterated that all three min-
istries — the MCCY, MSF and MCI
— “will have to break new ground, try
fresh approaches and keep up with rap-
idly changing conditions and needs”.

A notable result of the restructur-
ing is the omission of “sports” and
“arts” from the names of the new min-
istries, which have sparked concerns
among some in the sports and arts
communities whom TODAY spoke to.

But Mr Lee noted: “The name
‘Ministry of Culture, Community and
Youth’ does not identify all these areas
explicitly, but that is only to keep the
ministry name reasonably concise.”

Members of Parliament felt that
the onus will also lie with the Minis-
ter-designate for the MCCY to ensure
sports and the arts remain priorities.
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