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The social sciences edge in business 

SlM6APOu- u--rner 
~ t h r o u g h t h e s o c i a l ~ e ! n c e s  
-orthestudyofso&tyandhuman 
bebaviour - could give bu&mmen 
an edge in an increasingly intercon- 
n e c t e d w o r I d o f e o m ~ , a c c o ~  
toSiqgapar%MaarrgementU~ 
Pdwl  ofsocial Sci- dean James 
Tang. 
*As people are now being con- 

nectedsociallyonthehternetorvir- 
hl-world, social wience trainiag is 
t.hemfhagwdBt,wbe&ymunder 
&ding of social and pqmblogical 
behaviour has risen in importancem 
said Professor Tang, as he shared 

that W-Mhasestablistsedit- 
selfwithabusiness *-is looking 
to start a post-graduate programme 
in&-fore-. 
Citing the example of Kodak - 

which went bust after it failed to re- 
spond to changing c o ~ u m e r  needs 
- F'rofl'ang told TODAY in an inter- 
view: 'In order to inmate, under- 
standing of human behaviour is erc- 
sentialAA 

He also noted that societies are 
evolving and problems are no longer 
cotdined to a single diwiphe but cut 
~variaus*ofthought. 
For example, a fund manager 

muldbavetocoasidesthe@Wen- 
vim-of aparticular country and 
&just the risks of f i d  products, 
S a i d P r o f ~ W h o ~ k t h e b e l m ~  
year aRer more than a decade at the 
U r d v m & y d H q ~  

SMUt new social sciences pod- 
graduate programme on the cards 

would combine both research and 
multi-diilbary elements, he said. 
Noting the busy schedules ofthe typi- 
cal 05ce worker, Prof Tang reiteratad 
thatthepmgmmmehastobetajlored 
to their needs in terms of kibility. 
Mootiag some areas of focus that 

willbesuitablehrseniorexecutives, 
Prof Tang cited the topic of sustain- 
ability that combines sociology and 
emlironmentaltbeorieaAnotlzespos- 
s i i  in the field of managing eco- 
nomic mcmbhties, which immhm 
psychology and e c o n o ~  

LastwdqtheInte~oalAca-  
demicAdvbryPanel-*by 
Deputy Prime Minister Tharman 
Shammgamtnarn - recommended 
-='mP=-- 
insoeial&meandhuma&s . * 

MrTbarmanhadalsopointedout 
tbat there was #a lot of untapped po- 
~ i n s o c f a l s c i e n c e ~ i n  
Sipore, with l e s ~ ~ m  that can be 

derived for public policy in Singapore 
and elsewhere". 

Prof Tang said'that social sciences 
would be useful in addmssii future 
issues in Singapore such as ageing - 
inchulingthefactthattheprivatesec 
tor would have to respond with new 
products for different consumption 
patterns. 

T h e ~ e n t w i l l a l s o n e e d t o  
adapt~asanageingpopulation 
~ u n d e r g u e s s o c i ~ , ~ -  
logicalandbehavioural~. 

Compared to the National Univer- 
sity of Singapore and the Nanyang 
Technological University, SMU's 
social gciences undergraduate pm- 
gramme is the new kid an tise Mock. 

But Prof Tang reiterated that 
SMCPsSchoal0fSocial~"has 
~ i t s n i c h e i n t h e ~ e d u -  
~ ~ " b y ~ s o d a l  
B c i e r l ~ ~ ~ t h a t i s ~ i n  
nature. 


