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Shark Savers rope in two NMI 
NMBsaytheyhaveno 
intentiun of using Ildhment 
as aph.@rm to push fir ban 

SINGAPORE - About tVV0 weeks ago, a 
non-profit marine conservation group 
presented an open letter - signed by 
41 leading scientists around the world, 
declaring the shark's fin trade to beun- 
sustainable - to Nominated Member 
of Parliament (NMP) Nicholas Fang. 

Apart from Mr Fang, his fellow 
N I W  Eugene Tan hm also publicly en- 
dorsed Shark Savers S i r e ' s  anti- 
shark's fin *I'm FINiiedn campaign 
- along with several celebrities. Corn- 
paniee, i n c l u ~  supermarket chains, 
have also pledged their support. 

But for a country where lobbying is 
seenasadiiwordinpolitica, thepub 
lic involvement of the two NMPs has 
raised some eyebrows - even as they 
told TODAY that they have no inten- 
tion of using Parliament ty a platform 
to push for a trade ban on shark's fin. 

Mr Fang stressed: "It is still too 
early to say for sure what the right 
course of &ion necessarily ib3P 

Assistant Professor Tan said a ban 
will create a black market demand for 
shark's An. Instead, an educational ap- 
proach would be far more effective, he 
said. 

*So long as there's reduced de- 
mand, then we're likely to see reduced 
supply," said Asst Prof Tan, adding 
that he does not consider his appear- 
ance on Shark Savers' posters as lob- 
ww* 

Asst Prof Tan noted that not advo- 
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catihg a legislative approach, however, NM P Nicholas Fang, along with several celebrities, has publicly endorsed Get a free Tag 
does not preclude MPs from raising Shark Savers Singapore's anti-shark; fin 'I'm FINished' campaign. Reader app for  

relevant questions on the issue in Par- your smartphone 
and scan the Tag, 

liament, such as whether shark's fins Yesterday, Shark Savers an- While its director John Lu said he m"idt 1 
are served at state banquets, and how nounced that it had passed the letter believes "legislation is the way" ahead, q)lM - - - 
much b being consumed here. to Mr Fang. he stressed that he had presented the Your browser. 

letter to Mr Fang, a former journal- 
ist, to raise awareness, in response 
to "misinformation" perpetuated in 
some sections of the media that the 
shark's fin trade is sustainable. 

The anti-shark's fin campaign has 
gained traction here in recent years, 
W i t  with its Eair share of controversy. 

Most recently in March, Marine 
conservation group Sea Shepherd 
called for the removd of Singaporean 
wildlife consultant Dr Giam Choo-Hoo 
from a United Nations (UN) conven- 
tion that regulates endangered-spe- 
cies trade. 

The gmup accused ~r ~ i & t  of be- 
ing a representative of the shark's fin 
industry. 

Mr Lu told TODAY that so far he 
has not approached any elected MPs 
to @ part of Shark Savers' campaign. 
He explained that it was simply a mat- 
ter of opportunity and through per- 
sonal connections that he had man- 
aged to get the two NMPs on board. 

Experienced elected Members of 
Parliament (MPs) TODAY spoke to 
noted that lobbying by politicians - 
elected or otherwise - has not been 
a common feature of the political land- 
scape here, for various reasons. 

Ang Mo Kio Group Representation 
Constituency MP Lnderjit Singh noted 
that people are free to give their feed- 
back and "it's up to the MP whether 
the issue should be raised, and which 
channel it should be raised through". 

Joo Chiat MP Charles Chong con- 
curred, noting that "part of a politi- 
cian's job is to lobby for worthy causes". 

However, from his experience, "the 
more public lobbying you do, the less 
likely it is to succeedn compared to 
behind-the-scenes lobbying, he said. 

The sixth term MP said: "All MPs 
should look at issues that affect the 
people ... for the better good of socie- 
ty and the better good of the country." 

He added: "How they push for it I 
suppose depends on each individual." 


