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Why take matters a 

into own hands? C 
RWRT.  ESi lM Nli 

W HFN 102 SMRT dnven t e h d  to board rhc 
bus which was to take them to nnrk, they got 
labour experts h m  askmg Just how rehnt 

are public servl~e~ here on foreign labour? 
And what would the Impact be ~f a wage dlspute 

here resultsha bng-drawn &sruptive event? 
Yestcrdafs acbon by the d n m  - SMRT refers to 

them as S e ~ c c  -did affect  a number of bus 
services hut SMRT &d not prowde sspecific detatl~ 

1% d n m  claimed they @t less in wages and over- 
umecompared to their Malaysian munterperts 

After a 14-hour standd, which ended at 6pm yes- 
terday, SMKT sard the dnvers vnll be back to w r k  
today 

An SMRT spokesman said. 'This mornink 102 of ACNE SIN MN M Y  NEWS 

our Smwce tmders (StsJ for our b- who wete re- m ~ 1 0 2 k 1 9 M - m C h l m s ~ a  
cruited from China (PRC) dld not show up for w o k  bw rsfusing 89 demandadfot 
(See reponat nght~ equal pay wlth Wr Malaysian Eo#oagws. 

"As a result of thar absence, a number of wr bus 
setvim we- a f h c d  We apologise to commutersand . , 
the plblic who were lnconven~enced the affected "We hope matters can 
b u s s e ~ c a . "  

of sMRT'sZWSLs.22percent ~~(3unese-nu be resolved as soon as 
als. 22 Ma1aysla.s a n d  the m t  Singaporeans or pmna- 
nent mident?, said the spokesman. 

SBS Transit has some 5,300 bus captains, or which possible SO as to 
60 per cent are S~ngaporeans or permanent residents, nqinjfniSe impact on 
29 per cent Malay&ans and the remaming I1 per cent 
arefmmWuna. 

~ h c  k s  r e p o d  that in the hwt~th-care commuters and other 
seaor, 13.WO w t  of 50,WO health-= works in Si- 
gapore last year were ~omgnm. SMRT workers who 

ria have toput in extra 
TIUS number is set to rise to %OM) among 91,000 houm fo cover the health-- workers by 2030, anarduig to an occasion- 

al paper r h e d  by the National PDpulmon and Td- duties of those who do ent Diwwnon Nov 12 
Ittsdertr-Slngaporelsrdiantonforeignmanpow- 

et, mmmentamrs tddf i c  New Paper. not show UP for work. '" 
Wcrelyonforeqp manpowtomeet weconom- -fim qokegman 

ic needs and keep the c ~ s t  of Lving manageable but this 
presents nsks If sometlung happensin theiihomeland 
and they go back en maw, our source d r k  up," sud 
Singapore -ent Unnrersity law professor Eu- lbek g r i m  Instead, they twk matters lnto thw promlure toadhere to. ~ ~ r m p l o y e e s i n ~ t i a l m v h s a a d ~  0 1 1 r x m ~ n u t e n r a n d ~ ~ w o d p e r s * ~ t 0  
gene Tan. 0 r m M M i d M r Y e a  The rmrkers, he said had acted without the know- h a u e m ~ ~ o f u r y t ~ ~ ~ &  p ~ t f n ~ ~ ~ ~ I h e ~ O f ~ ~ h 0 ~  

The other nsk a the potenusl for ~ndumial action as And for 14 horn, the MMR wwldn't buw, rcfus IedgeofNIWU. p l b l i c r u b r g e c o u l d b s ~  m b u p h d "  
Wbre@~ w o h a r e  not used to Smgapore's norm ingevm tospeak to SMRTrepmtauves lnttrally. But the W, or NauonalTranspon Workers' Un- ~ ~ ~ & p l a c e o n J a n & 1 ~ w h a n 6 1  l f f t W ~ f a a s h i L ~ b u s d r h r e r s - a r m m  
of-, Rof Tan said mat changwionly afterpoUwtumedup ion, 4 they do not have the I@ mandate to repre ~ f - ~ ~ i l f l e l d ~ , , @ - , t c ~ m p a n y k f $ r i l  ~ O n ~ ~ t ~ - ~ * ~  

Malaysians, on the other hand, are famhar wth the SMRT expressed *regret* that the SLs chose to dis- sent the dnvers from China who are not union mur- r s p o d  h work at their CUI circle fan or^ bur m ~ ~ a ~ z ~ ~ C O ! j d  * m y  hnpare  done m Singapore. They've bean m the play their unhappiness about thm sakuiea in such a bws. vdkdoutandpkketed outside dm-. 
Smgaporr workforce br fourdecadesand their cultural manner when I& "Imes of communicahon with them Was it asmke7 
rmliev IS amllar to Singapore." Prof Tan sard. (wetel always open", a spokesman said, a d d q  that Prof Tan said that, w [he layman, the bus d t i m '  t h e y g u t a d m q s s d n g ~ i u l ~  

Agmeing the chairman of M w t  Workem Cenm SMRT had recendy increased the salaries oflts Sls who xnon was a suike, but Mr Yeo d i e d  RSP to local 
(t?WCl and MP far An$ Mo )(lo GRC Yeo Cuat Kwang joined thecompany kfore July. laws wtuch defined a stnke as a 'ceaatim of work or 
s a d  the he could have approached the Minlstry of MI h i d  Sapti, NTUC duector of the Unit for p S D n S  employed In cssentd smiws" mch as water. thecl~unayhas to be mom seIf-mlht. 
Manpower's Foreign W o h  unit. Contract and Casual Worken (UCCW), criticised the gasand-cityd~e~. 

They could  have also approached MWC to addms workers fat A t  they did. He said there's a proper The fXmt9 Thee reported that public vanspotl ~anddeF&tohslp*h~ A a & m - d . d a - h h e  
~ ~ t h e n v o ~ ~ t h e I l l M I ~ O r r h a  .-dpup. 
union. T h e ~ i s t b u t ~ r r m s t ~  

~heqxhamms&k 'WchopBmartersranbe ~ p m $ u c t M r y a s m u c h u i ~ h e s l i d  
~ M a m a s p o A l l k 9 0 a m ~ ~  ---bYKadaqml-- 

msslviee 
Ieadersfmm 
China dedined 
toglvsthelr 
namsa, but 4 

was decided am 
a groqa. &out 
2 0 0 k r s ~  

gathcred a t  ttre grourrd floor 01 the dor r i~r tor i .  Clad 
In  tliptr red SMRT urliforrlls, lhcy sat at t l le 
C~I~~~PI I ,  I3h;lri Nee Foud Ccritrc, lo t  breakfast. 

A driver, w l io  wari led to be krlown otily as Mr 
He. told St1111 Llln the Chrriese dr iv r rs  wcre 
urihnllpy thelr pay was lower tliari that of tlicrr 
Malaysra i~  cui lr l tcrparts 

Tllu dt ivers also clainie(I I l isy wcre no1 3- 
to necurc overtrrrle stlrA Irk? o l l i ~ ~  tlrivers. 

At 9 303111, SMRT seril a Iiuriidri rcsourcc 
ninriaaer ;rnd sri offrcer frorll tlle Woodlarids Ilus 
~ri terchanqe l o  t l ic guardhouse d l  the r l o r l i i l t n r~  
They w n ~ i t e d  to t~t!gotr:~le wr l l i  ;I represeritdtlwe of 
thc Chrnesc I)irs tlrlvers 

But t l le drrurrs r e f u s ~ d  to scnd ,7 

rupres.:rllai~ve. savlng they were actirlq as a 
gro l l~ l .  

A t  rioon, threr  hus f s  arrived l o  111ck i lp  ttie 
drivers lo  gct t l iel i i  l o  an SMRT faci l i ly for 
ncgot~:r i~r)r ls, but ( I ~ey  again re l~rsed to board Ihe 
buses 

As ln lks  c;ontinuerl pnl lcu r iot buscs turrlerl I lp 
arid ttrc drlvurs becnrnt? worrled they wol l ld  be 
arrested. repnrtcd Sllrrr Mlri. 

They t h ~ r i  returrisd to thu uurrr i~tory. 
At Jprri. thcy finally ~eleri tPt l  ;%rid ]net SMRT 

ni3ri.~~1~1ii~ril and bc(1nn rieqotrntions 111 the 
d o ~ m ~ t o r y .  

ATI SMRT spokesman said tnlks ended at abotrt 
'pm yesterday. 

Ths drivers rvrll bc  back n l  work  today. 
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