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MEMBER of Padhment Hri Kumar Nair's blogaskhg 
forthegoundsofdeciaionintbWoffiesWucasetobe 
rnadepubllcandformore~forjudgesin 
sentendngdidmorethanjusttrdisevalid~ 
¶-ic---srry* 
It~helped&kstarttheGowmment'sattempttm 

~ c o n t r o l o v e r a n i s s u e ~ h a d b e c o ~ e a ~  
pohtonllneandwasfuebgthepmeptionthatthe 
richinS@ppo~d@offwitha62ne. 

ThiswasnotjustalegalIssue, but onethatcould 
havesomepotentiauy~~8politidfal)ortt~ 
~0nMaminthejdce~wasUademnitped. 

Anditwas'intereshgalsobectnrreheusedab~ 
r&ertbaawaitforquestiontimeatthenslt 
Parllaaaentsitting-busualwaybrMPstoraise 
ismeSinthepaSt 

P a l i t i c a l ~ ~ T a n ~ ' T h e . W o ~ ~ ~  
casehasgemmtedsigdficantpubkintemttand 
sttong midions among ordinary Singaporeans, and a 
~ A P ~ ~ f u m p i n g & ~ ~ n ~ s a ~ o f t h a t "  

The ShgqmeMtanagemeat Udwdtylaw lecturer 
added: "~talsoalsoto tothatthePAP 
bad&dwmareW tothepublicdebate." 

InhisblogpostingtwodaysaftmDrWuwas 
sentenced, Mr Nair, an MP for B i b - T o a  Payoh GRC, 
wrotethatsuchoffenmsareseriousasuthey&to 
undemhe the oourse ofjustice". 

MrNair-whoisasenior counsel anddirectoratlaw 
firmDrew&NapkandwhaheadstheGavmment 
P a d h m e n t a r y ~ ~  (GPC) hrHomeAfbimatrd 
m-notedthatothersbadbeenmof- 
O&nce!8. 

Ad~Pro~rGohNguenWah fkomthe 
Nanyang-tre For Public-.at the 
NanyangTechnobgidU~fieltthatMr Nair had 
raised a -t questlan. 
SaidProfGoh:"Hewasspeakhgon~ofmany 

peoplewithsimilar~abouthcase. 
"I am less concerned about whether W* Wu 

getsa'lighter'sentencebecauseheisrich. 
'TheisuehereiswhetharW~Wuhasbeen 

givenanappropriatepuntshmentbrwfiathedid." 
Polltlcalobsavmsaidthatpost-GB2011,thepublic 

h a s a h i g h e r ~ o n o f ~ v o t e d i n t o o ~ ,  
PrOfTansaidmanyenpecttoseethePAPMPs 

eontinuaUyseekhgdar&atisnsand~if 
d o u b t s d c o ~ ~ t  

"IseethePAPMPsrespondiagto~reans' 
deairegndperhaps~preesureforthemtoque&n 
their own party, the Govemmmt," he said. 

'Themisanexptathttrattheydemoastratean 
indepdenceof*" 

Mr~Nair,anMPfOrSeznbawangGRC,sees 
M o g g i n g a s ~ ~ i a s u e s t o g a r n e r p u b l i c  
fwbacko 

" I s e e i t a s h a v i n g a ~ ~ a s q w s t i o n  
t i m e i n ~ ~ " h e t 0 l d T N P .  

" I n g r e n e r a d ~ w o u l d u n k e l y ~ ~ o n s  
about~cimiesand~thematthemlnfsters. 

"Butwe can use it as an additional mrm or 
c h a m e l t o ~ ~ ~ w i t h t h e g e n e r a l  
en 

H e ~ ~ n o t t o * r u l e o u t b S . ~ " i f  
timepermics". 

*ButithaeitslhiWons-itdoewn"ttauchevery 
md&m,"hesaid. 

ST ALE PHOTO 
IG' Mr tfri Kumar Nair, who 

heads the Government Parliamentary Commitlees for 
Home Affairs and Law. 

"-, I to reach out through dialogue 
mssions. 

S o d o - p o l i d c a l ~ a n d f o ~ ~ N ~ M P  
SiewKumHongcal ledtablng~onl ine~  
blogs and Facebook *a natural evolution in the political 
sphere,inresponsetothesenewplatfbrmsand 
changesinwherearadhowvotersarespmdfng 
their tlme*'. 
He fielt the lag-time in -t causea 

~ 0 1 1 8 o f ~ ~ ~ t h e y h a V e ~ t o  
becurrent. 
"(But)Idon*tthinlrtheycMps)wiUmoveawayfrom 

~ 0 n ~ t O b ~ " h e s a i d  
"Instead,theyWmstaredo~morebloggingwhile 

continuingto file questions in Parliament'' 
Sevdmlnigters~alreadygonednlinetoraise 

p o l l c y l s s u e s ~ b l o & s a n d ~ m e d i a .  
W T a n  said that for a PAP badhawher, there are 

twoaudiences: hpartyorGovemment,andthe 
~repopulationat~,inparbIculartheMPs' 
m c o  mituenk 

'Whileditecbedathe~MrNair'sblos,far 
~ , c e r t a I n l y h a s t h e ~ o f ~ a l a r g e r  
audience," he said. 

"It also represents the PAP kckbemhlmhg a say, 
anhputonatopical~whichispotentially 
sfmith." 

AddedMrStew: TopicalandpolEcyissueashould 
beownedbyall%qapomw.andsodlscusainnof 
mchisw~escanandMe--in& 
shops,onbbgs,onFacebwk,inthemabtrem 
rne&dyWnParhnent* 

PdTausaidthatwhUeablogpdngisastart,it 
W i n a l s a r e i s e ~ n S o f w h e d i e r t h e ~ A P ~ ~ s c a n  
domarebeybndjust raisingqwhm 

~esiiid:Wtheypumethematterdoggedly,or 
w i I l i t b e j u s t a ~ i n ~ ? ' '  
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