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Mr Anant Hada and his wife. Jaya, at their Mexican restaurant Baja Fresh in Rendezvous Hotel last Sunday. Mr Hada was one of only  handful of SMU graduates who managed to secure an investment

banking job 3t the age of 21 But after more than

Me&MyMoney

frve yoars in the job, he follo

wed his love for f0od and invested in Baja Fresh in 2012, ST PHOTO. JONATHAN CHOO

Foodie’s recipe for success

“Doyoueven We'veapool in the company where
Banker turned entrepreneur says he was neurs. plantin In- " (laughs) g hichcan be
. 3 dia. My elder brother started his  The next few years, 1focused on  invested for new stores. A ballpark
la“Eh[ fromyoung to 3|W3Ys be mdePendem own business in the IT industry. | wymg my n plymem It was  figure for a small store is about
3 2010 - the Dow  $200,000 to $250,000, or

It was always inculcated in us Iom'idvatd wpﬂcemands&r‘

¢ Anant

Rachael Boon

One f the satly rlumphss of Mr

that we must be independent. We
were always told not o rely on an-

$150,000 to $200,000 for some-
we'

as the Singapore property it

and figure outlife on our own.

1 used to work part-time at the
Singapore Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry while at SMU,

In 2009, the propesty was com-
pleted and I was in Hong Kong. [
hadn't even seen the property and
s0ld it for §750,000. 1 made a 250

“relooking for
agood spot to open one in the com
ingmonths.

We've a unit where we stay. We
bought another one as it was below
ours, 5o it's easler to manage,and it
‘was already rented out. It has given

ship. Tused to earn $500 a month. It
was good pocket money and en-
abled me to indulge in a good meal

QDescribeyour investing strategy.
A Equities are a lot riskier and re-
rd

Our home was $850,000 and the
unit below was $900,000, which
we bought six months ter.

A fund

investment hnkmg job when he
wasaged ju

e was one of only a handful of
graduates from Singapore Manage-

new university. Butafter more than

ﬂHawdtdyau;«mmmrdm
investi

AWhen 1 st staeed Investment
‘banking, it was the heyday; 1 had a
good sign-on bonus. One of the
{aingspsopl lkadsboutiatheok.
fice, about

quire day-to-day
e nvetin yomething ke my
own business or property which

&
our two daughters, who are three
and one, so when they turn 18, they

‘The old saying is that you should
invest We

believe in long-term investments
in things that make a short, quick

love for food and invested in Baja
Fresh Mexican Gril at Rendezvous

looking at apatments.
Therewata poperty belog con-

gain.
Property in Singapore is funda-
mmuny along-term play, and his-

Alt's a means to an end... I should
‘natkeep earning money ustto earn
more and more, | should do it to
‘make myselfand myfamily bappy.

1n 2013, he felt confident enough

and every morning. d vy
oise.

ahead will give
goodreturns,for nstance.

youbve done?

banking to join bis wife, Ms Jaya
Hada, now 30, as a full-time Baja
Frethdivecto,

Now aged 31, Mr Hada, who was.

ver the
weskend, | thoughe: “hy notlook
atthe showt

Back lhen. Singapore sl had a
deferred payment scheme where
‘you just pay 10 per cent deposit for

vest in our passion. At that point,
we ' chink sbout whethe 'd
d thought if we put

dmng when she was inthe London
\(hml of Economics (LSE) and 1

our hun ot ovs It 00 e o
success. | work behind the counter

She was performing for one of
the major concerts in LSE, which

was 27 when | started Baja Fresh  you don't have to worry about the  tomers happy and give them good | took a fight from Hong Kong to
and with a venture capitalist com- loan untili's completed. food, there's no reason why they  London and spent 12 hours there to
2013, ; see her performance. It cost about
Ifot, | wouldn'tbe able to take the in 2007 and 1 thought: “Why nat? $5.000andwas22.
= If 1 don't put it
‘While Baja Fresh - whichhasout-  in here, I'm going to squander it A My brother Harsh, 40, and 1in-  QWhatare your immediate
way. toldmyas- in Baia
Voo Gery: Semgapore Amencen  socies had e propes. e o e 33 o s yeme. ATo grow Baja Fresh - maybe
L School and The Sail - is now his three more outlets in the next cou-
passion, finance remains his first ple of years. We're already looking
inai love, for domestic partners In_an
Theold saying is that “Finance has ahways interested  Worst and best bets around Singapore. If we can strike
youshouldinvestin me, and I was rated the best finance ‘some partnership, we want to grow
student at SMU in year two. As ple bt didn't i
things youcan. -old then, to get $100,000a _ investing mistake? buyawatch.
control. in i paving A Someone might say: “You In- When | moved back to Singa-  QHowareyouplamningfor
long-term Gustries, it . pore from Hong Kong, that In  retirement?
5 rubbing e ah e’ |2 s ot Do but  vescmentgaveme hecapialwe A Ornce the kids have flown he
thing nest, we i
oaide elove s when £0ing through  downturm I3 My collcsgues asked: “Why  wheremyentire iy,
thatmakea short, : through: SMU did ot wuaia e Batimisakeyouvemaderirs dont you buy s §ood sult of
quick gain.Wedo for that my desk watch? You've just come out of  @Homeisnow.
Jovastia matmal (o o ob), SMU m usrough T probably give it couple of A1 & two-bedroom apartment
 and toug} in- i id near Farrer Park MRT station, a
funds. vestment banking was good train- 1 don't have a $4,000 rental bil
ing._ You meet deadlines and (sur-  everymonth.
,, vive) really tight pressure which mv-munuy.mh buton-  Qldrive.
i youhaven't * Iylast Aldon'
MRANANTHADA cotis vestment @ Maneywise, what were your ABuyinga houseat 2whenpeo-  Rachael Boon ki -
philosophy growing-upyears like? rachaelb@sphcomsg
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