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rankings of their home institutions.
Butwhatis worrying s the growing
reliance of students on the
rankings.
NTUand NUS officials report
that, at their open houses, they
have had students and parents
questioning them on their placings.
Singapore Management University
surveyed students on their choice
ofuniversities. And what comes
through clearly is their preference

* forhighly ranked universities.

Students heading overseas are
evenmore reliant on rankings.
Accordingtoastudy done by
international student recruitment
agency IDP, students around the
world considering an overseas
education firstlook athow higha
university ranks, instead of the
courses being offered, or even

 the fees.

1had put the question on the
usefulness of these comparisons to
NTU president Bertil Andersson
before. He noted that, prior to these
international comparisons, the
quality of education provided by
universities was assumed.

“Young universities like NTU may
be making bigimprovements, but
noone was looking at it, so we went
unnoticed. So, it has been good for
NTU," he argued.

NUS provost Tan Eng Chye,
whom I spoke torecently, admitted
that the university’s rise in the
rankings had given it more visibility
and helped toattract top academics
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Such rankings influence flows of
talent and funds, but students
should consider theirinterests
and quality of programmes.
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The high placings have also

: helped NUS forge deeper
: partnerships with top institutions
+ around the world, and this has

opened up opportunities for its

i students, graduatesand professors.
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Dr Kong said rankings,especially
those that compare like for like, can
provideuseful composite
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Times Higher Education World
Reputation Rankings.
More will follow in the weeksand

placesinto the top 13 in the world.
NUS wentup from 221012, while
NTU's rise was even more dramatic
- itwent from 39 to 13, just one
place behind N

es. And

want to host at their
campuses have to fork out tens of
thousands of dollars for the
privilege,
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fairly well in many.
But the big news with the QS

i ranking this year was NTU beating
H NUSmbepIacedllth while NUS fell :

: on"bad social science”,as
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Higher Education’s Asian rankings
last year, which featured an
increased weighting for research

they are being used as a basis for
comparison for the growing
number of globally mobile

The National University of dataand some aspects, suchas income fromindustryanda studems. researchersand
JS) and the Nanyang be ranked 15th. hi i i © reds i ‘What's more, league

Technological University (NTU) Inthe Reuterslist, though,NUS  : proxy h ratioof : research This wasto tablesaffect the accreditation of
h s frdeg 8 —it 1 4 he di e
leagy rank ities : whileNTU % 25th, numberofs(affwl'th PhDs. thcbeneﬂof}{ong Kong.where decisions by donors and even fund
intheregionand worldwidu, But In the Times ngher Education Then, therei i was al]ocanon by governments.

e P Worl Rankings, NUS thatwi few Ym d i} i i for talent
often i £ laced 27th, one place lower rankings, suchaslhe - European thereisno denymglhegromng : and funds, they cannot ignore such

Thisisaquestion beingaskedby : thanlastyear, while NTU remained kranking, : infl i demi

someassuch tables continue to

: inthe 81to90 band.

umverslryra(mgs have always

use the

 rankings. The trick is not to become
 ob ith th

starkly different pictures.
. . )

Source: The Straits Times @ Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction

- )
rankings s often calledinto question |

position:

comsg

Inthe early y i il




