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in Sydney
moot contest

Itis the first time that two Singapore teams make it

to the finals of an international moot competition

K. C.Vijayan
Senior Law Correspondent

A quartet from the Singapore Man-
agement University (SMU) edged
out a National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) team in the inaugural
lan Fletcher International Insolv-
ency Law Moot Competition held
inSydney, Australia.

It was the first time two Singa-
pore teams were in the finals of an
international moot competition.

The students from both Singa-
pore varsities had out-talked their
peers from foreign law schools in In-
dia, Canada and Australia, among
other countries, to reach the finals.

SMU law school’s international
moots programme head Chen Siy-
uan said: “The win is significant as
cross-border insolvency is one of
the areas of law that is growing and
our Gove it d

ASIGNIFICANT WIN

The winis significant
ascross-border
insolvency is one of
the areasof law thatis
growing and our
Government hasalso
expressed aninterest

an interest for Singapore to develop
anexpertise init.”

The win helps burnish the SMU
law school brand. It recently won
two other moot competitions.

Aweek before the Sydney win, an
SMU team became the first Singa-
pore team to win a moot competi-
tion involving investment arbitra-
tion in Frankfurt, Germany.

And another team beat rivals
from the University of Oxford in a
moot competition in England just
lastweek.

Assistant Professor Chen said do-
ing well in international moots is
more than just a university endeav-
our. “Iwould say it is a national one,
as part of nation-building. If we asa

for Singapore to
developan
expertise init.

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR CHEN SIYUAN,
whoheads the SMU law school's
international moots programme, on the

country want to be serious about be-
ing a world-class dispute resolution
hub, we must continue to invest
wisely in our students and coaches
tomatch that ambition.”

The lan Fletcher International In-
solvency Law Moot competition
aims to encourage students to learn
about the complexities in interna-
tional insolvency law and commer-
cial litigation, by challenging them
withvarious legal scenarios.

The competition featured 14 inter-
national teams. SMU’s team com-
prised students Benedict Chan,
Goh Yong Ngee, Gary Leow and

Pang Weng Fong.
Mr Benedict Chan was named the
best mooter in the ition. He

cluded judges, lawyers, academics
and members of the insolvency pro
fession, said Queensland Univer-
sity of Technology law school visit-
ing fellow Michael Murray.

“All judges - local and interna-
tional - spoke at the end giving feed-
back on the students’ efforts, and
spoke extremely highly of the qual-
ity of their legal preparation and
knowledge, and their mooting
skills,” said Mr Murray.

Meanwhile, in the Price Media
Law Moot Court competition held
in Oxford last week, SMU became
the first university to snag the win-
ning trophy for the third time, after
bagging it last year and in 2010.

The iti volv d

said the award was “ a pleasant sur-
prise” and thanked his teammates
and others for providing helpful
feedback.

The judgil 1 ised Fed-

yLaw
Moot competitionin Sydney, Australia,

eral Court of Australia Chief Justice
James Allsop, United Kingdom
Lord Justice of Appeal David
Richards and former US Bank-
ruptey Court judge Allan Gropper.
Both the SMU and NUS teams left
adeepimpression on the large audi-
ence at the ¢ ition, which in-

issues of human rights — specific-
ally freedom of expression - and
draws about 100 teams from
around the world eachyear.

The SMU team comprised stu-
dents Chia Chen Wei, Lyndon Choo,
Tracy Gani, Kara Quek, Jacintha Go-
paland Saw Teng Sheng.

Prof Chen thanked local law firm
WongPartnership for supporting
its teams.
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Singapore
Management
University
students (from
left) Pang Weng
Fong, Gary Leow,
Benedict Chan
and Goh Yong
Ngee with their
championship
trophy after
winning the
inaugural lan
Fletcher
International
Insolvency Law
Moot
Competition,
held in Sydney,
Australia.
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