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SMU to include IT course in
revised curriculum next year

Rahimah Rashith

Responding to changing industry
needs and in a bid to “future-proof”
its students, Singapore Management
University’s (SMU’s) School of Infor-
mation Systems (SIS) will have a re-
vised curriculum from next August.

This will offer more flexibility for
students to either pursue deep tech-
nical skills or a balance of technical
and business skills, and emphasises
creating innovative computing and
information solutions for business
andsociety.

Students will need to take a core
curriculum in the first two years of
study, which focuses on combining
business withIT.
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New courses include informa-
tion systems and innovations, and
business process analysis and solu-
tioning, where they will learn to
model and analyse a business pro-
cess, and apply a methodological
approach to translate business pro-
cess change requirements into con-
crete IT solutions.

The demand for infocomm profes-
sionals in Singapore is outpacing
supply, with 30,000 new info-
comm jobs expected by 2020.

Said Professor Pang Hwee Hwa,
the dean of the School of Informa-
tion Systems: “IT will be the central
nervous system of not just most
businesses, large and small, but also
of metropolitan cities around the
world and small city states, such as

Singapore. The emergence of new
industries such as fintech, wide-
spread use of analytics across indus-
tries are demanding a new breed of
employees who can use IT skills to
create innovative solutions for busi-
nessand society.”

Starting from the third year of
study, students will specialise in ei-
ther the more business-centric Con-
sultant & Business Analyst Tracks
or the more technical-focused Ad-
vanced Technical Tracks.

The first has tracks in financial
technology, business analytics and
digital business solutioning, while
the latter has cyber security, appli-
cation development and cognitive
systems.

“The changes to curriculum will

offer students more flexibility,”
said Professor Venky Shankarara-
man, associate dean of SIS.

This contrasts with the current
curriculum, where all students are
trained in application development
and then choose a second major.

Strong applicants can be admitted
directly into integrated BSc-master
programmes, where they will com-
plete Master of IT in Business (Ana-
lytics), Master of IT in Business (Fi-
nancial Technology), or Master of
Applied Information Systems, inad-
dition to the BSc (Information Sys-
tems) in four years.

SMU is also enhancing its under-
graduate offerings to include
analytics skills in the schools of ac-
countancy and business.

From the 2017 academic year, the
Lee Kong Chian School of Business
will offer specialisations in
analytics, joining the School of
Accountancy’s new data analytics
track that was offered from August
thisyear.

rahimahr@sph.com.sg

@ Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction



