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A thousand books to read before [ die

Arnoud De Meyer B

When did I read my first book? I

that I have been passionate about
reading since I was a very small kid.
Tused to devour three or four
books aweek, and I was well known
inmy locallibrary for the weekly
visits, sometimes exasperating the
librarian when I'was searching for
the latest book. My phantasy was
stimulated by the stories,and I
learned alot about how to use and
shape my own and foreign
languages through reading.
EventodayIreadabookaweek.
Yes, myjob keeps me quite busy
and so I may not always find the
time. But I find it very relaxing to
just sit down and enjoy the
companionship of a good book.

You may find it strange that I use

- theword companion to describe a

. book. Yes, in my hands a book often
: becomesalive. It communicates

: with me; it challenges me. Reading
: makes me reflect on myselfand on

. thesituations around me. Holidays
: for me are partially about reading,

: and onaplane I often read, while

- otherswatch movies.

Contrary towhat my friends

: think, there are no books on my

. night table. Idon’t fall asleep with

: books. They keep me awake. When
. Imake the mistake of starting to

: read before bedtime, I find myself

. reading deep into the night.

I still like printed books. Yes I can

- readlong documents and
. professional files onascreenand
really cannot remember, but [ know :

find it often convenient todo so in

. order toavoid carrying heavy files.
- ButIdonotuse aKindle or some

: otherelectronic device toread. I

- like to feel the paper, Ilike to smell
- theinkandIadore turning pages.

My choice of books is eclectic: it

: ranges froma good detective novel
. tobiographies to historical essays
: tobooksrelated to myjob.

Some books I have enjoyed

: readingrecently include: Yuval

: Noah Harari’s Sapiens, A Brief

. History Of Mankind, Pedro

: Domingos’ The Master Algorithm,
: and my colleague Lily Kong’s and

: Orlando Woods’ Religion And

- Space.

Ialso enjoyed readinga second

. time Umberto Eco’s The Name Of

. The Rose,which I got out of my

. librarywhen he died at the end of

- February.Irecentlyalsoread a few
. novelsand biographies in Dutch

- and French.Ido this to stay fluent

: inmy mother tongue (Dutch) and

: tomaintain my fluency in French.

Afewyearsago,one of my

: younger nephews told me that I

. speak “old Dutch”. He meant that
© was not in tune with how young

. people in Belgium use their

- language. Iwas shocked and

. suddenly felt old. That encouraged
: me to start reading contemporary

. novelsin my own language. It

. helped me rejuvenate the use of my
. language and it actually has

. enabled me to keep in touch with

. the changes in popular culture in

© my country of birth.

And now my whole family knows

that the best present they can give
. meisagoodrecently published

. Ifind it very relaxing
. tojustsitdown

. and enjoy the

. companionship of a
- good book.
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: book. Books keep me young.

What makesabook great ? It

: must have character, it has to be

: opinionated and try to convince

. me. Itmust build up to a climax and
. entice me toread till the last

. paragraph. And it should make me

: feelunhappy that I have turned the
- last page.

This applies to essays and

. literary, detective oradventure

- novels. Abook that does not grab

. me can easily linger on my table for
: months. ButIalso know that I have
. tobe inthe right mood forabook:

- sometimesIneedtoleaveitaside

. forawhileand when I pickit up

. later, I feel thatIcan connect with

: thebookbetter. Perhapsit has todo
. withthe context, my current

. challengesinthejob orafew new

. and recent experiences.

Choosingwhat toreadisan

: important task. At arate of 50

. booksayearand with alife

. expectancy ofanother20to25

. years, I may be blessed with

: another1,000 booksto read. Thatis
- notalot.SoI'hadbetter choose my

: bookswell.

Andiflfind thatifIdon’t connect |

. toaparticular book, Iwill set it

. aside.IfI continue readingabad
: book, the opportunity cost of

. foregoingagoodbookisjust too
: high.
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